


   GRAVENEY with GOODNESTONE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT GRAVENEY VILLAGE HALL
On Monday 13th April 2026 at 7:30pm.





PRESENT
Cllrs Mike Newman, Alan Stewart, Teresa Bowles, Lesley Lound, Catherine Wilkinson, Clare Boggia, Tom King, Footpath Warden, Cllr Alastair Gould (SBC)  and members of the public observing.


222. Apologies for Absence.
None.


Absent:  Cllr Rich Lehmann (SBC & KCC).

223. Declarations of Interests.
Cllr Alan Stewart declared that he would leave the meeting when item 236 relating to the planting at the Yalding’s was discussed due to interest.  Cllr Clare Boggia declared a personal, but not prejudicial interest under item 223 and although will not be leaving the meeting, will be taking no part in the discussions or decision making.


224. Kent Police Beat Officer – Crime Report/NHW Update.
The next surgery will be held on 17th April 2026 in Hernhill Village Hall between 5:30pm and 6:30pm.
There was a theft reported on 5th March 2026 at Seasalter Road where approximately 230m of cabling had been stolen over a period of a few days.
There were no reports of anti-social behaviour reported in March.

225. Cleve Hill Solar Park Development update.
Cllr Mike Newman had a meeting with Jackie Hall the liaison officer between PEP and GGPC.  Cllr Alan Stewart noted that the planting scheme has been delayed and the planning application terms specified that the planting needed to be completed by March 2026 however, this is still outstanding which is not satisfactory.  A statement has been requested to confirm how Cleve Hill believe they have met all conditions on the DCO.  Cllr Mike Newman confirmed that this will be published on the new website once finalised with contact details.  Cllr Mike Newman proposed that the Grantscape funding for individuals be paid directly to the parish council to act as a conduit to then make payments to the individuals.  The RFO will be authorised to receive these payments from Grantscape and then arrange the payment directly to the individual and all documents must be saved in line with Governance and would need to be reported to the parish council meetings retrospectively.  The parish council do not have the authorisation to make any decisions on Grantscape funding and will simply act as an intermediary.  Cllr Mike Newman proposed the above process which was seconded by Cllr Clare Boggia and unanimously agreed by the parish council.

226. To approve the minutes of the Monthly Parish Council meeting held Monday 9th March 2026.
Cllr Mike Newman proposed the minutes which were seconded by Cllr Alan Stewart and agreed to be a true representation of the meeting held on Monday 9th March 2026 and were signed by Cllr Mike Newman.

227. Footpath Warden.
The footpath warden confirmed that the wooden post at Vincents Farm has now been moved to outside of the fence and is now accessible to all.

228. Community Resilience Plan.
Cllr Mike Newman confirmed that a couple of meetings have now taken place with neighbouring parish councils.  A working group has been established.  The National Risk Register has been looked at and been filtered to determine what would apply to local parish councils.  The focus has been tailored to what action can be taken if required by volunteering groups.  

229. Homestall Lane.
Cllr Mike Newman informed the parish council that the Government had removed funding for the Brenley Corner development and this decision fell approximately one week after Swale’s approval for the development of the large Duchy site between the A2 and M2.  People use various runs including Homestall Lane and Love Lane and there is concern that Homestall Lane will become heavily congested.  Cllr Mike Newman proposed that the parish council speak to Swale Borough Council to highlight these concerns and Cllr Clare Boggia also highlighted the need to also protect Monks Hill Road.  The safety record at Homestall Lane is currently poor.  Cllr Alan Stewart noted that a link road would likely be put in place, however, could be withdrawn in the same way the Brenley Corner development has been.  It was stated that traffic calming could be an option.  Cllr Clare Boggia will add this to the Highway Improvement Plan.  Cllr Alastair Gould (SBC) informed the parish council that it would be worth looking at the Faversham and Swale reports for further detail.  Cllr Alan Stewart suggested that Cllr Mike Newman contact Adrian Oliver to discuss further.


230. Website Update.
Cllr Mike Newman requested that an agenda item be added to the May 2026 meeting to allow the presentation of the new parish council website.

Action 230:  Clerk to add Website Presentation to May 2026 agenda.

231. New Bank Account.
The parish clerk confirmed that the bank forms had now all been completed and sent to the bank directly.  It is believed all being well that the new bank account will be running in time for the next parish council meeting.

232.  Matters arising (for information only).
Action 139c – Ongoing.
Action 52a – Ongoing.
Action 64b – Ongoing.
Action 182c – Ongoing.
Action 201 – Ongoing – Clerk to send the what three words scouted, worldwide, handover to PC James Tancock.
Action 202 – Complete – Clerk to email Jackie to request dates for meeting.
Action 214 – Complete.

233. Highway Improvement Plan – Update.
Cllr Clare Boggia will make contact in the morning for an update.  Cllr Alan Stewart reported the potholes at Broom Street and noted that you can now report multiple potholes at once on the portal.
  
234. Correspondence.
29 Items received.

235. Finance.
a.  Financial statement and bank reconciliation – approved and signed by Cllr Mike Newman.
b.  Budget Variance Report – January, February and March 2026 – Cllr Alan Stewart shared the budget report with the parish council and noted that the parish council were on target for the year.  The lighting energy costs were higher than predicted however, a higher budget has now been put in place for 2026/2027.  S.137 was higher due to unexpected expenditure due to landscaping costs and Skylark fees which have now been budgeted for in 2026/2027 under their own headings.  
c.  Payments:
i.  SSE Footway Lighting April 2026 (for info only – paid by D/D)
ii.  Clerk Salary – April 2026 - £267.42   – Proposed by Cllr Mike Newman and seconded by Cllr Alan Stewart.
iii.  HMRC – PAYE Payment for Month 1 April 2026 -  £193.62 – Proposed by Cllr Mike Newman and seconded by Cllr Alan Stewart.
iv.  The Lawn Ranger – Invoice 002 -  £150 – Proposed by Cllr Mike Newman and seconded by Cllr Alan Stewart. 
v.  KALC – Subscription Invoice 10070 - £278.12 – Proposed by Cllr Mike Newman and seconded by Cllr Alan Stewart.
vi.  Arthur J Gallagher Insurance - £942.22 – Proposed by Cllr Mike Newman and seconded by Cllr Alan Stewart.  Cllr Mike Newman informed the parish council that there is a recovery provision in place if the parish council were to lose their emails however, the parish council do not have a large amount of cyber data.  Cllr Mike Newman suggested that the parish council’s risk from targeted cyber-attack is relatively low and that the curtailment of some of the policy’s cyber provision is therefore acceptable.  It was confirmed that if the parish council commit to a three-year term with the insurers then the cost would be fixed.  Cllr Mike Newman proposed that the parish council continue their insurance with Gallagher/Hiscox and to protect premiums for three years which was seconded by Cllr Alan Stewart and agreed unanimously by the parish council.
vii.  Citizens Advice Bureau Donation - £50 – Proposed by Cllr Mike Newman and seconded by Cllr Tom King.
viii.  Kent Air Ambulance Donation - £50 – Proposed by Cllr Mike Newman and seconded by Cllr Tom King.
All cheques were signed by Cllr Alan Stewart and Cllr Tom King.
Action 235:  Clerk to contact Gallaghers to confirm that we would like to commit to three years insurance at a fixed cost.


236. Planning.
REF 26/500700/FULL – Yaldings, Whistable Road, Goodnestone, Faversham ME13 9HT.
Cllr Alan Stewart left the meeting due to a declaration of personal interest.
Cllr Mike Newman noted that this application is partly shielded from the road due to planting and existing trees and shrubs.  It is believed that there would be no impact on the character of the building.  Cllr Clare Boggia believes the footprint is large but would like to apply a constraint that this will only be permitted as a home office with no change of future use.
The parish council unanimously agreed to the application however, with the constraint that this will not become commercial at a later date.

Cllr Alan Stewart returned to the meeting.

REF 26/500728/FULL – Ewell Barn House, Graveney Road, Faversham ME13 8UP.
Cllr Alan Stewart confirmed that the commercial and residential complex has been in place for a number of years and this application details the desire to increase the internal area by 16sqm with minor changes to increase the size of the window and roof lighting, a small porch and door to the front elevation increasing the existing extension by 1.5 metres to create offices inside.  The appearance of the building will not change substantially, and it was believed that there would not be an impact on amenity or the wider landscape.  The parish council unanimously agreed there were no objections to this application.

REF 26/500751/FULL – The Old Office, Cleve Hill, Graveney ME13 9EE.
Cllr Clare Boggia did not participate in the discussion of this agenda item due to a declaration of interest.  
Cllr Alan Stewart informed the parish council that this relates to an extended width of the snug and placing doors to 6 metres by 1.5 metre.  Materials would match and the internal layout would remain the same.  The parish council believed this to be a modest extension and in keeping.  The parish council unanimously agreed that there were no objections to this application.

Cllr Alan Stewart informed the parish council that Denley Hall received consent on 9th March 2026 to convert the garage and was approved with various requirements.  The access to the new dwelling must not be compromised as one entrance will be used for both properties.

The mobile homes at Langdon Manor Farm are still awaiting a decision.
The polytunnels at Goodnestone Farm were approved on 31st March 2026 with restraints relating to the drainage, lighting plans, number, orientation and type.  Footpaths must remain open and safe to use.  The polytunnels are not to be covered with polythene for any longer than nine months and any polytunnels not used will need to be removed within seven months.

Action 236:  Clerk to write to the case officer regarding REF 25/504772 and highlight that the mobile homes quoted are actually static caravans which are semi-permanent and this narrative needs to be changed as both have a different legal meaning from a planning perspective.

237. Graveney with Goodnestone Trust.
As per the report given at the Annual Parish Council meeting earlier.

238. Reports from Parish Councillors.
Cllr Catherine Wilkinson – Nothing to report.
Cllr Teresa Bowles – Informed requested that the parish council contact Clockhouse Farm to request that they attend the May meeting to discuss the fencing.  
There was an incident at All Saints View and police cars were in attendance around six weeks ago.  Cllr Mike Newman will contact PC James Tancock to obtain more details.
The Four Horseshoes hedge was due to be planted before March 2026 however; this has not been actioned.  It was requested that the parish clerk contact Laura Boozer to report.
Cllr Lesley Lound – Noted that there had been fly tipping at Cleve Hill however, the council stated that it is on public land and Cleve Hill are not sure if this is their land or belongs to someone else.  
Cllr Tom King – Nothing to report.
Cllr Alan Stewart – noted the verge damage from SGN works.  Cllr Teresa Bowles will supply what three words location and Roger will do what he can to reduce hedging.  Cllr Alan Stewart will pass details regarding Tasmiri Mews.  Cllr Alan Stewart informed the parish council that the Community Governance review involving Watling ward would affect the parish council and proposed to add this to the next agenda for discussion.
Cllr Mike Newman – Informed the parish council that Becky Parr has some accurate geographic mapping software which can be used (for example) to detail how the parish regions join and can add other interesting points of detail.  Cllr Mike Newman also noted that the entrance into a field at Brenley Lane has been the victim to fly tipping and believes this to be asbestos.  Cllr Mike Newman reported this to Swale Borough Council who state they are not responsible and Cllr Mike Newman confirmed he would discuss this with Anthony further.
Cllr Clare Boggia – Noted that there are still issues with the crematorium lighting and it is now causing concern to parishioners.

Action 238a:  Clerk to email Laura Boozer regarding the hedging at the Four Horseshoes.
Action 238b:  Clerk to email Jane to invite Stephen Wilson at Clockhouse Farm to the May parish council meeting to discuss the fencing.
Action 238c:  Clerk to add Community Governance Review to the May agenda.
Action 238d:  Clerk to email Rebecca Parr at Hernhill Parish Council regarding the Crematorium lighting and cc Cllr Mike Newman into the email.

239. Reports for Borough and District Councillors (if present).
As per the report shared earlier in the evening at the parish council annual meeting.



240. Any other business (for information only).
None.

241. Date of next meeting – Monday 11th May 2026.

242. Close of meeting.
The meeting was closed by Cllr Mike Newman at 9.16pm.








Signed………………………………………………………………….Date …………………………………..













