


   GRAVENEY with GOODNESTONE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT GRAVENEY VILLAGE HALL
On Monday 9th March 2026 at 7:00pm.





PRESENT
Cllrs Mike Newman, Alan Stewart, Teresa Bowles, Lesley Lound, Tom King, Footpath Warden, PC James Tancock and members of the public observing.


199. Apologies for Absence.
Apologies received from Cllr Clare Boggia and Cllr Catherine Wilkinson.


Absent:  Cllr Alastair Gould (SBC) & Cllr Rich Lehmann (SBC & KCC).

200. Declarations of Interests.
No declarations.


201. Kent Police Beat Officer – Crime Report/NHW Update.
The next surgery will be held on 24th March 2026 in Hernhill Village Hall between 3.45pm and 4:30pm.
There were no incidents of crime or anti-social behaviour reported in February 2026.
Cllr Mike Newman contacted Amazon to complain about the Homestall Lane issue.  The complaint was handed by the executive support team.  It was confirmed that they would conduct an investigation and enforcement action will take place to ensure the drivers do not use Homestall Lane again.  Cllr Mike Newman also noted that unless an accident was to take place or a criminal offence that the police are not able to take any action.
Cllr Teresa Bowles asked PC James Tancock if he could provide an update regarding the sheep that continuously escape onto the road and confirmed the location for PC James Tancock to investigate further.

Action 201:  Cllr Mike Newman to provide PC James Tancock with the what three words location for the sheep that continuously escape.

202. Cleve Hill Solar Park Development update.
Cllr Alan Stewart noted that there were no representatives at this evening’s meeting despite the request of Cllr Alan Stewart and Cllr Teresa Bowles.  Cllr Teresa Bowles lodged a complaint after being on the phone for over an hour to find out who was attending.  The surplus stone will now be allocated to the Electrical compound.  Nine additional containers are coming in to be distributed within the electrical compound.  It was noted that the planting is now complete.

Action 202:  Clerk to contact Jackie to arrange a site visit to Cleve Hill.

203. Skylark - Update.
Cllr Alan Stewart chased the case officer regarding the surface water route from the site.  Andrew agreed to contact KCC and flood water management to discuss who has not received a response yet.  Skylark have three years to appeal.

204. To approve the minutes of the Monthly Parish Council meeting held Monday 12th January 2026.
Cllr Mike Newman proposed the minutes which were seconded by Cllr Alan Stewart and agreed to be a true representation of the meeting held on Monday 12th January 2026 and were signed by Cllr Mike Newman.

205. Graveney Church.
Cllr Teresa Bowles thanked the parish council for their ongoing support and was looking forward to the Mothering Sunday service this week and Palm Sunday on 29th March 2026.  All are invited to attend.
Cllr Teresa Bowles shared a report from Catherine at the Church with the parish council.
Monthly services are still being held although some people have been unable to join due to shifting medical and family commitments.  The benefice has been supportive.
The Church are exploring ways to improve and simplify governance across the benefice.


206. Footpath Warden.
The footpath warden confirmed that he has requested that the wooden post on the footpath from Love Lane across to Homestall Lane be moved however, at present it is still there.  Cllr Alan Stewart confirmed that he would follow up on this.
The cycle path through the Solar Farm is quite good aside from one part where you need to walk on the road.  It was noted that there are a series of signs by Vincents Farm that are down and have been reported to KCC.

207. Community Resilience Plan.
Cllr Mike Newman confirmed that the first meeting has now been held and was attended by Boughton Parish Council, Dunkirk Parish Council, Rebecca Parr, Greg Hewitt and Cllr Tom King.
The next meeting will be held in a few weeks’ time and Cllr Mike Newman will be meeting with Rebecca Parr prior to discuss key risks.  Cllr Mike Newman highlighted a dozen risks discussing what will relate to the parish i.e. flooding, food supplies, and emergency responses and will re group in a few weeks’ time to discuss further.

208. Website Update.
Cllr Mike Newman confirmed that the new website is ready for release, however, would like to look at different software prior to going live.  Cllr Mike Newman reminded some councillors that a biography is still needed for the website.

209. New Bank Account.
The parish clerk confirmed that we are still awaiting the forms from Lloyds Bank to start the account opening process.  Cllr Mike Newman confirmed that Lloyds bank in the past has been slow with setting accounts up however, once up and running have been very good to work with.

Action 209a:  Cllr Mike Newman to chase Lloyds Bank.
Action 209b:  Clerk to add New Bank Account to April agenda.

210.  No Littering Signs.
Cllr Mike Newman noted the litter through the village and proposed that a set of litter pickers should be made available alongside hi viz to anyone that volunteers wishing to litter pick to assist with keeping the village clean.  It was agreed that no litter signs were not appropriate however, agreed to purchase some litter pickers for volunteers to use.


211. Matters arising (for information only).
Action 139c – Ongoing.
Action 52a – Ongoing.
Action 64b – Ongoing.
Action 182c – Ongoing.
Action 185 – Complete.
Action 186 – Complete.
Action 191 – Complete.
Action 194a – Complete.
Action 194b – Complete.
Action 194c – Complete.
Action 194d – Complete.
Action 196 – Complete.  Cllr Mike Newman informed the parish council that some vehicles have been removed.

212. Highway Improvement Plan – Update.
Nothing to report at present.  Cllr Clare Boggia is liaising with Kent Highways once Cleve Hill is complete.
  
213. Correspondence.
44 Items received.
Cllr Teresa Bowles plans to attend the Bossenden Memorial unveiling.  Cllr Alan Stewart noted that Swale are actioning their local plan.  Cllr Mike Newman informed the parish council that the draft initial response to the local plan has now been submitted and that Natalie in planning had confirmed that it had been received.


214. Finance.
a.  Financial statement and bank reconciliation – approved and signed by Cllr Mike Newman.
b.  Samantha Bowen Grant Applications.
Samantha Bowen spoke with the parish council to give more detail regarding the two claims that had been submitted relating to Yoga and wellbeing.  Cllr Mike Newman will discuss this further with Samantha as would like to obtain clarity from Grantscape before actioning any payments.  The parish council is acting as a conduit for the payments however, need further detail for approval of the payment.

c.  Payments:
i.  SSE Footway Lighting March 2026 (for info only – paid by D/D)
ii.  Clerk Salary – March 2026 - £267.42   – Proposed by Cllr Mike Newman and seconded by Cllr Alan Stewart.
iii.  HMRC – PAYE Payment for Month 12 March 2026 -  £193.62 – Proposed by Cllr Mike Newman and seconded by Cllr Alan Stewart.
iv.  The Lawn Ranger – Invoice 383 and invoice 025 -  £255 – Proposed by Cllr Mike Newman and seconded by Cllr Alan Stewart. All cheques were signed by Cllr Alan Stewart and Cllr Tom King.

Action 214:  Clerk to raise a cheque for £30 to the Lawn Ranger as the cheques are for £225 and should be £255.

215. Planning.
REF 26/500170/PNQCLA – Prior notification for the change of use of a building and any land within its curtilage from agricultural to 1no. residential dwelling house and associated operational development.  For its prior approval to: - Transport and Highways impacts of the development – Noise impacts of the development – Contamination risks on the site – Flooding risks on the site. – Whether the location or siting of the building makes it otherwise impractical or undesirable for the use of the building to change from agricultural use to C3 (dwellinghouses).  – Design and external appearance impacts on the building. – Provision of adequate natural light in all habitable rooms of the dwellinghouses. – Langdon Manor, Head Hill Road, Graveney Kent ME13 9DA.

Cllr Alan Stewart informed the parish council that the structure will remain the same however, the proposed plan would see two dwellings for staff.
The parish council unanimously agreed there were no objections as the floor space is identical and there will be no impact on conservation areas.

REF 23/505533/EIHYB
Proposal: a) Full planning permission for Phase 1 of a mixed-use residential led development of 261 homes and 3,021 sq m of non-residential space, including: local centre with retail, commercial, community, business and/or employment uses (including Class E uses); water recycling centre; open space; earth form bund; landscaping; groundworks; green infrastructure; pedestrian and cycle routes; car and cycle parking; refuse and recycling storage; highways, drainage and infrastructure works including new vehicle access points to the existing network; supporting infrastructure; engineering, utilities, and other associated works. b) Outline planning permission for the remaining phases of the mixed-use residential led development, including: retail, hotel, commercial, business, employment uses (including Class E uses); Class B2 and/or B8 uses; community and sports provision; primary school; nursery accommodation; health facilities; sheltered and/or other older persons' accommodation; open space; earth form bund; landscaping; groundworks; green infrastructure; pedestrian and cycle routes; car and cycle parking; refuse and recycling storage; highways, drainage and infrastructure works including new vehicle access points to the existing network; temporary access and construction route(s) as required; supporting infrastructure; engineering, utilities, and other associated works including the demolition of buildings and structures. All matters to be reserved. Location: Land At South East Faversham Between A2 Canterbury/London Road And M2 Faversham Kent

The parish council discussed the application and wished to reenforce the comments that the parish council originally submitted on 18th June 2024.  The poly tunnels are currently awaiting decision and mobile home at Langdon Manor Farm are still awaiting a decision.



216. Graveney with Goodnestone Trust.
Cllr Alan Stewart informed the parish council that there was a meeting held the week prior and confirmed that the Trust are still awaiting a response from the school to progress with the land transfer.  A new Head is now in post at the school so it is believed an update will be received soon.

217. Reports from Parish Councillors.
Cllr Lesley Lound – Nothing to report.
Cllr Tom King – Nothing to report.
Cllr Teresa Bowles informed the parish council that the farmers have cut the hedges.  There are three hedges of which some still need to be cut however, it is now to late in the season.
Cllr Alan Stewart will send an email to Roger regarding the hedge and Cllr Teresa Bowles will report the other hedges.  It was noted that there is a large pothole by the Church Car Park and a 4-inch meter tap cap is missing at the top of Monks Hill Road on the water main which should be reported to Southeast Water.  Cllr Teresa Bowles was not in favour of SGN’s repairs to Monks Hill Road and only one side of the road had been completed.  Opposite Monks Hill Road was currently still awaiting repair.  Cllr Teresa Bowles will summarise in an email and forward to Cllr Alan Stewart to report further who will write to the WBC.
Cllr Alan Stewart has been in contact with Camilla regarding the Sandbanks Lane sweeping and confirmed that Camilla had been responsive.  Cllr Alan Stewart will continue to monitor.
Cllr Mike Newman shared an email from MP Helen Whately regarding the Community Benefits.  The working paper has been published, and the next steps will be published shortly which includes the Battery Storage Facility.  MP Helen Whately will be submitting these queries to parliament.  Cllr Mike Newman is updating MP Helen Whately with the discussions had with Trevor Burfield.

218. Reports for Borough and District Councillors (if present).

Not present.




219. Any other business (for information only).
It was noted by the Footpath Warden that it had been two years since the Goodnestone Lane signs were requested to be repaired.  Cllr Alan Stewart will contact Gary Gibbs to follow up on this.

220. Date of next meeting – Monday 13th April 2026.

221. Close of meeting.
The meeting was closed by Cllr Mike Newman at 8.40pm.








Signed………………………………………………………………….Date …………………………………..













