


   GRAVENEY with GOODNESTONE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT GRAVENEY VILLAGE HALL
On Monday 10th November 2025 at 7:00pm.





PRESENT
Cllrs Mike Newman, Alan Stewart, Catherine Wilkinson, Teresa Bowles, Lesley Lound, Clare Boggia, Tom King, Footpath Warden and PC Honess.


130. Apologies for Absence.


Absent:  Cllr Alastair Gould (SBC) and Cllr Rich Lehmann (SBC & KCC)

131. Declarations of Interests.
No declarations.


132. Kent Police Beat Officer – Crime Report/NHW Update.
The next surgery will be held on 13th November 2025 in Hernhill Village Hall between 3pm and 4pm.
There were no crimes of anti-social behaviour reported in October 2025.
PC Honess noted that motorcycles had been going through road closures and that there have not been reports of the use of drones over Cleve Hill.


133. Graveney Church – Update.
Not applicable as due to be added to December meeting.



134. Cleve Hill Solar Park Development update.
Cllr Mike Newman and Cllr Teresa Bowles informed the parish council that there are no further updates or further progress noted.
The planting has still not taken place despite it being advised that this would originally take place in September.  
Cllr Mike Newman will send a follow up email to Jacky and Colin to request an update.  Cleve Hill have informed Cllr Teresa Bowles that they no longer require storage.  The parish council are particularly concerned with regards to the lack of planting and the grants.

135. Skylark - Update.
Cllr Mike Newman noted that there had not been any decisions made and still very much in progress.  The target sate was originally the 7th November 2025 however, there was no obligation to decide by this date.  The parish council have represented the community well and done all that has been possible.

136. To approve the minutes of the Monthly Parish Council meeting held Monday 13th October 2025.
Cllr Mike Newman proposed the minutes which were unanimously agreed to be a true representation of the meeting and were seconded by Cllr Alan Stewart and signed by Cllr Mike Newman.

137. Footpath Warden.
The Footpath Warden reported that the footpath on the corner of Homestall Lane was not easily accessible to KCC.  The footpath warden will take some pictures and send to the clerk of the sign at Sandbanks Farm to request that the sign is reinstated.

Action 137:  Clerk to call Cllr Clare Boggia to discuss and write a letter to Sandbanks Farm.

138. Community Resilience Plan.
Cllr Mike Newman informed the parish council that Hernhill, Boughton and Dunkirk have now all confirmed that two councillors from each parish council have been designated to work together on the community resilience plan as all believe it would be beneficial.  Cllr Mike Newman is awaiting dates to be confirmed to hold an initial meeting to discuss further.

139. Website Update.
Cllr Mike Newman has been working on the new website, however, is still awaiting some biography information.  A draft website should be available to view soon once the biography information has been received.

140. New Bank Account.
Cllr Mike Newman confirmed all details have been passed to the parish clerk to set up the new bank accounts.

141.  Reserves and Biodiversity Policy.
Cllr Mike Newman has drafted two new policies for the reserves and biodiversity which was circulated to all councillors.  Cllr Clare Boggia noted that one group was recorded however, wondered if more groups applied to the parish council as all groups should be included.  Cllr Mike Newman confirmed that he would make these changes and circulate again.  Cllr Alan Stewart noted that the neighbourhood plan needs to be removed also.  
Cllr Mike Newman will make the suggested adjustments and it was confirmed that once these adjustments had been completed and the new policies circulated these could then be placed on the website.


142. Information Board on land adjacent to Village Hall.
Cllr Clare Boggia put an application into Grantscape for these boards.  Grantscape requested the details of the parish clerk however, Cllr Clare Boggia informed them that the boards would need to be delivered locally.  Cllr Clare Boggia is currently awaiting to hear further.
It was confirmed that the next meeting is scheduled to take place on 1st December 2025.  The parish clerk contacted the parish councils’ insurers to ensure that the current policy would cover this information board who confirmed that the board would be covered.
Cllr Clare Boggia is hoping to speak with Vicky Ellis soon regarding artwork.

143.  Matters arising (for information only).
Action 139c – Ongoing.
Action 52a – Ongoing.
Action 64b – Ongoing.
Action 182c – Ongoing.
Action 188 – Ongoing – No planting has taken place yet.
Action 97a – Ongoing.
Action 113 - Complete.
Action 114a – Ongoing.
Action 114b – Complete.
Action 115 – Complete.
Action 116 – Complete.
Action 117 – Complete.
Action 123 – Complete.
Action 126a – Complete.
Action 126b – Complete.

It was agreed that the parish clerk should follow up the letter to S&A with a phone call regarding Hi Viz worn by the workers.
Cllr Clare Boggia noted that a new contract needed to be prepared for the Lawn Ranger for cutting and watering in 2026.  January and February would be discretionary.
Cllr Clare Boggia also noted that there are currently 50 units present on the Four Horsehoes Park with two empty spaces.  Cllr Clare Boggia believes the parish council should inform Swale that the parking implication of this is significant.

Action 143a:  Clerk to contact the Lawn Ranger and ask if there are any price increases during 2026 scheduled.  Once confirmed and agreed a new contract will be produced.
Action 143b:  Clerk to draft a letter to Swale to send to Cllr Clare Boggia and Cllr Mike Newman prior highlighting the concerns with the lack of hedge planting at Four Horsehoes and that the bird box and bat box have not been erected to date.
Action 143c:  Clerk to locate the Four Horsehoes planning application and circulate.


144. Highway Improvement Plan – Update.
Cllr Clare Boggia noted that there was nothing further to report at present.
  
145. Correspondence.
13 Items received.


146. Finance.
a.  Financial statement and bank reconciliation – approved and signed by Cllr Mike Newman.
b.  Payments:
i.  SSE Footway Lighting November 2025 (for info only – paid by D/D)
ii.  Clerk Salary – November 2025 - £267.42   – Proposed by Cllr Mike Newman and seconded by Cllr Alan Stewart.
iii.  HMRC – PAYE Payment for October 2025 -  £193.62 – Proposed by Cllr Mike Newman and seconded by Cllr Alan Stewart.
iv.  The Lawn Ranger – Invoices 292 & 284 -  £145 – Proposed by Cllr Mike Newman and seconded by Cllr Alan Stewart.
v.  Alison Eardley – Invoice AEC 0401 - £480 – Proposed by Cllr Mike Newman and seconded by Cllr Alan Stewart.
All cheques were signed by Cllr Alan Stewart and Cllr Tom King.

Action 146:  Clerk to work on budget for remainder of the year and circulate to Cllr Alan Stewart, Mike Newman, Catherine Wilkinson and Cllr Tom King in preparation of a meeting to discuss precept for 2026/2027.

147. Planning.
Cllr Alan Stewart confirmed that the issue at Four Poplar Hall Cottages is still ongoing and trying to obtain further evidence at present.

148. Graveney with Goodnestone Trust.
Cllr Alan Stewart informed the parish council that there was nothing further to report.  The School have been written to regarding the land transfer and it is hoped that a response will be received from the School or Governors soon.

149. Reports from Parish Councillors.
Cllr Mike Newman noted that Natalie had received correspondence regarding Grantscape with some questions which were answered originally within the application.  Grantscape originally requested a rough draft.  Cllr Clare Boggia informed the parish council that the Women’s Institute shared our application with the Village Hall to view.
We applied for new chairs for the Village Hall who stated they have no where to store them.  We also applied for wheelchairs with covers and the Women’s Institute asked if they could be stored by them which was not required.
All requests submitted to Grantscape were requested by the community on behalf of the community.  On 5th November 2025 Cllr Mike Newman had a call with Trevor Burfield who is the Chair of another parish council.  Their Solar development consists of 2,000 acres.  They are currently communicating with Grantscape and Quinbrook and asked Cllr Mike Newman what our experiences have been.  Cllr Mike Newman discussed the Traffic Management Plan and group alongside the community benefits fund.  Trevor Burfield wrote to Cllr Mike Newman to offer thanks.  
Cllr Mike Newman suggested joining forces regarding the community benefits fund as will be on a larger scale.  Cllr Mike Newman spoke to MP Helen Whately and is happy if there are no objections to discuss this further which was agreed by all parish councillors.
Cllr Clare Boggia noted that the remembrance poppies are out and wondered if we as a parish council could purchase a standing soldier for next year.  The parish council agreed that Cllr Clare Boggia could obtain some quotes.
Cllr Teresa Bowles informed the parish council that the residents of number 46 on the Four Horseshoes park have been informed that they are not on the land registry online however, are showing with the post office.  It was suggested that the owners contact their conveyors to discuss this further and look at the lease.
Cllr Catherine Wilkinson – Nothing to report.
Cllr Tom King – Nothing to report.
Cllr Alan Stewart attended the NALC Webinar regarding planning framework on 29th October 2025.  It was noted that the removal of the Democratic oversight devolution bill if passed would affect us all.  The housing market is currently being dominated by small groups of developers.  New legislation on planning is being revised.
New housing supply is falling short of targets with 90% of applications not being agreed.  Swale are not meeting their targets however, it is driven by developers completing the projects.

150. Reports for Borough and District Councillors (if present).

Not present.




151. Any other business (for information only).
The Footpath Warden mentioned that he believes a Salt box is missing at Sandbanks Farm however, Cllr Teresa Bowles confirmed that it is there however, the Salt box is in the hedge.  Cllr Lesley Lound kindly checked all of the salt boxes last year and it was suggested that Cllr Lesley Lound may be able to undertake this role and report again this year.
Highways are responsible for the salt bins.  

Action 151:  Clerk to email Cllr Lesley Lound and request that another Salt Bin audit is performed please.

152. Date of next meeting – Monday 8th December 2025.

153. Close of meeting.
The meeting was closed by Cllr Mike Newman at 8.48pm.








Signed………………………………………………………………….Date …………………………………..













