


   GRAVENEY with GOODNESTONE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT GRAVENEY VILLAGE HALL
On Monday 13th October 2025 at 7:00pm.





PRESENT
Cllrs Mike Newman, Alan Stewart, Catherine Wilkinson, Teresa Bowles, Lesley Lound, Clare Boggia and Footpath Warden.


102. Apologies for Absence.


Absent:  Cllr Tom King, Cllr Alastair Gould (SBC) and Cllr Rich Lehmann (SBC & KCC)

103. Declarations of Interests.
No declarations.


104. Kent Police Beat Officer – Crime Report/NHW Update.
The next surgery will be held on 16th October 2025 in Hernhill Village Hall between 3pm and 4pm.
There were no crimes of anti-social behaviour reported in September 2025.

105. Graveney Church – Update.
Cllr Teresa Bowles kindly shared the below report with the parish council.

Dear Councillors,

All Saints has been very fortunate in the support that we have received from Parish Councillors and the Goodnestone and Graveney Trust. We would like to thank you for all the help we have received, without which the church would not be in its present good physical state, including our newly installed gas boiler, which we hope will ensure a more comfortable experience to any who come!  In this venture we were greatly aided by a further generous grant.

Our new Parochial Council has the privilege of having Teresa Bowles and Lesley Lound on board.  This, together with our lovely new Priest, Cathrine. fills us with hope of building closer relationships as hitherto those of us involved on the committee have often not lived in the village.  We are blessed to have Cathrine whose aim is to encourage closer relationships within Graveney but also with the other two churches in the Benefice.  Our attendance rises when all the churches come together.

We are embarking on attempts to improve the sound system in the church which has become embarrassingly unreliable. An application has been made to the new fund for help with the cost.  We are also required to implement our five year architectural inspection of the building and we are hopeful that there will not be heavy demand for further funds!  We know that there are tiles missing on part of the roof and have already put in a request to Colmans, the builders we have used to implement repairs.

As always we are concerned to make the church welcoming and want to encourage more people to come.  We are fortunate that the WI are arranging a Christmas Fair on 22nd November and we still have the support of The Friends of Graveney Church who hope to hold an event on Remembrance weekend, when a lecture will be given about the Battle of Graveney Marshes.  There will, of course, be a service at the grave of the unknown sailor.

In short we are privileged to have a wonderfully energetic priest together with a supportive Parish Council and it is our aim to ensure that All Saints remains open and welcoming to all in the community.

Thank you for all your support,

Yours sincerely,

Janet Turner




106. Cleve Hill Solar Park Development update.
It was confirmed that Colin Freeman has now returned and an interim rota will be created.  A review will take place and it was confirmed that Kent Fire & Rescue Services would be contacted to suggest a meeting with the community to discuss how all procedures will be handled.  
The re planting is running behind schedule which is not ideal.  The batteries are in but not currently working.  Nine containers are still to arrive with the aim of completion mid-December as currently running six weeks behind.  
An official statement will be made with regards to the footpath.

107. Skylark - Update.
Cllr Alan Stewart noted that the appeal hearing was held 30th September and six representatives for Skylark were present alongside the Conservation Consultant and Environment Officer.
Lut attended representing GREAT alongside Cllr Mike Newman and Cllr Alan Stewart.  The submissions were allowed by the inspectorate and were represented at the beginning of the meeting which was received well.  A decision is expected by 7th November 2025 however, this could be received before.

108. To approve the minutes of the Monthly Parish Council meeting held Monday 8th September 2025.
Cllr Mike Newman proposed the minutes which were unanimously agreed to be a true representation of the meeting and were signed by Cllr Mike Newman.

109. SGN Road Closure.
Cllr Teresa Bowles informed the parish council that there were no answers received to any of the questions submitted and found that the meeting held was not held in such a way that a discussion could take place.  The crossing closed on 2nd November 2025 then the 20th November 2025.  Traffic Management will manage the traffic on Monkshill Road.  Limited access has been authorised for resident access.  It is believed that these works will be completed early however, there are concerns that this will run through the Christmas period which will cause commuters problems.

Action 109:  Clerk to email SGN and request a weekly update as well as an update with regards to the communication meeting which was to be held at the pub.

110. SBC Graveney with Goodnestone Conservation Areas review and consultation.
Cllr Alan Stewart reviews the comments that were submitted to Swale based on the comments raised at the September meeting.  There was nothing to report now until we hear further from Swale.


111. Community Resilience Plan.
Cllr Mike Newman spoke with Matt Young who is the CEO of Grantscape.  An advisory panel has been created and the first meeting is due to be held 1st December 2025, details will follow.
The window for applying for benefits is now closed.  The submissions raised relate to the Village.  The Church will be placing a submission for an improved hearing loop.  The Women’s Institute have also submitted a submission.  There are three applications that Natalie Newman has put forward however, there are 18 in total some of which apply to litter picking, bikes for children, allotments and many others which total £30k.  A separate application from Kevin Deakin of £100k for new lighting, £20k for the Village Hall towards the kitchen and Wi-Fi and footpaths to link the two villages.  Cllr Mike Newman stated that a four stage process will be implemented.  The first step would be to discuss with landowners for footpath status followed by base building and fencing with hedge planting and finally the surfacing for the footpath.  Stage three alone would have a cost of around £60k.  

112. Community Resilience Plan – Update.
Cllr Mike Newman is now in engagement with the surrounding parish councils.  A meeting will be arranged to discuss the community resilience plan further.

113. Website - Update..
Cllr Mike Newman is awaiting further input from Councillors to add to the new website.  Once a brief biography has been received Cllr Mike Newman will input this into the new website and distribute a test copy for all to view.

Action 113:  Clerk to add Website Update to November agenda.

114. New Bank Account.
Cllr Mike Newman proposed that due to cost and ease of use the parish council should approach Lloyds bank to supply the new parish council bank accounts.
Lloyds bank need the details for Cllr’s Catherine Wilkinson, Alan Stewart and Tom King.  Cllr Mike Newman proposed the change of bank accounts to Lloyds Bank which was seconded by Cllr Alan Stewart and unanimously agreed by the parish council.

Action 114a:  Clerk to give Lloyds Bank a call to give Councillors details once contact details have been received.
Action 114b:  Clerk to add New Bank Account to November agenda.


115.  Reserves and Biodiversity Policy.
Cllr Mike Newman will worth on this further and submit for approval at a later parish council meeting.

Action 115:  Clerk to add Reserves and Biodiversity Policy to November agenda and send the draft policies to Cllr Mike Newman.


116. Information Board on land adjacent to Village Hall.
Cllr Clare Boggia contacted Vicki who will give a full quote for the signage soon.  Cllr Clare Boggia allowed a figure of £1,000 for the artwork within the Community Funding Submission.

Action 116:  Clerk to add Information Board on Land adjacent to Village Hall to the November agenda.


117.   Yellow Lines Letter – Responses.
Cllr Clare Boggia collated the responses received from the parishioners and it was noted that there was a 10% response rate to the letter.
All responses have said that the lines are in the wrong place however, if the yellow lines are placed on the opposite side as many have requested the problem will be moved further along the road.  There was no reply received from the pub however, Cllr Clare Boggia believes we should speak to them prior to the submission of the proposal.  There has been some rubbish left at the pub by prior tenants.  The current tenants have asked the landlord to improve the windows which has been refused.  
Cllr Clare Boggia will speak with the pub and then send the submission to Kent County Council.  It was discussed and agreed that the yellow line proposals are believed to be in the correct place.

Action 117:  Clerk to remind Clare regarding the Yellow Lines.


118.   Footpath Warden.
The hop fields were reported to Kent County Council however, it is believed that the issue will take some time to resolve.

119.   Matters arising (for information only).
Action 139c – Ongoing.
Action 52a – Ongoing.
Action 64b – Ongoing.
Action 182c – Ongoing.
Action 188 – Ongoing.
Action 80 – Complete.
Action 85 – Complete.
Action 86 – Complete.
Action 87 – Complete.
Action 88a – Complete.
Action 88b – Complete.
Action 89 – Complete.
Action 95a – Complete.
Action 95b – Complete.
Action 97a – Ongoing.
Action 97b – Complete.


120. Highway Improvement Plan – Update.
Cllr Clare Boggia noted that there was nothing further to report at present.
  
121. Correspondence.
17 Items received.


122. Finance.
a.  Financial statement and bank reconciliation – approved and signed by Cllr Mike Newman.
b.  Budget Variance Report – July, August & September 2025 – Cllr Alan Stewart noted that the expenditure on S.137 was higher due to the allocation of the Lawn Ranger invoices.
c.  Alison Eardley planning advice fee – the payment was deferred to the next meeting as the parish council are awaiting an invoice however, the confirmed fee value is £480 plus VAT.  
d.  Payments:
i.  SSE Footway Lighting October 2025 (for info only – paid by D/D)
ii.  Clerk Salary – October 2025 - £267.42   – Proposed by Cllr Mike Newman and seconded by Cllr Alan Stewart.
iii.  HMRC – PAYE Payment for October 2025 -  £193.62 – Proposed by Cllr Mike Newman and seconded by Cllr Alan Stewart.
iv.  The Lawn Ranger – Invoices 224, 252 & 269 - £320 – Proposed by Cllr Mike Newman and seconded by Cllr Alan Stewart.
v.  Graveney Village Hall – Invoice 040 - £78 – Proposed by Cllr Mike Newman and seconded by Cllr Alan Stewart.
vi.  Graveney Village Hall – Donation - £127 – Proposed by Cllr Mike Newman and seconded by Cllr Alan Stewart.
vii.  NALC – Invoice 00922 - £42 – Proposed by Cllr Mike Newman and seconded by Cllr Alan Stewart.
All cheques were signed by Cllr Alan Stewart and Cllr Catherine Wilkinson.

123. Planning.
Cllr Alan Stewart informed the parish council that an application has been submitted for an irrigation reservoir at Cleve Hill.  Cllr Clare Boggia and Cllr Alan Stewart both highlighted that the amount of units on the Four Horseshoes Park are constantly changing.  A response was received from planning enforcement regarding the car issue stating that no activity of a business had been observed.
Cllr Alan Stewart will discuss this further to obtain more evidence.

Action 123:  Clerk to check emails and circulate confirming the number of units permitted on the Four Horseshoes Park.

124. Graveney with Goodnestone Trust.
Cllr Alan Stewart informed the parish council that there were no current applications.  The reserves are now £10,000 and the trust is currently still awaiting a response from the school with regards to the car park transfer.

125. Reports from Parish Councillors.
Cllr Alan Stewart reported the drain issue at Langdon Manor alongside the pothole on the verge at the bottom of Head Hill Road to Kent Highways.  The pothole has been addressed however, the drain is ongoing.  Cllr Alan Stewart will be attending a planning webinar on 30th October 2025.
Cllr Clare Boggia noted that the Christmas Bizarre will be held on 22nd November 2025 between 10am and 4pm and asked if anyone would be willing to distribute posters to advertise.
Cllr Lesley Lound – Nothing to add.
Cllr Catherine Wilkinson informed the parish council that a bin was stolen a few weeks ago and Cllr Mike Newman also confirmed that one of his bins was also stolen.
Cllr Teresa Bowles stated that any cakes or raffle prizes for the tombola at the Christmas Bizarre would be appreciated.  Cllr Teresa Bowles also requested that an email be sent to S&A to request that Hi Viz is worn to ensure that the staff can be seen.
A complaint had been received regarding the bin next to the pub which is now being used as a waste and dog mess disposal bin.  The bin is causing an unpleasant smell next to the bus stop.  The bin is currently emptied once a week.
The Lawn Ranger is due to next cut in April 2026 however, the parish council agreed that whilst it is colder to continue monthly cuts, however, will review this in January and February and commence again in March 2026.
Cllr Mike Newman informed the parish council that Homestall Lane seems to be the victim of fly tipping again which is now being monitored.
A tree was cut down after the Storm of which Kent County Council cleared and Cllr Mike Newman reported it was also confirmed that the hedges have now also been cut.
The double yellow lines are being parked on by Goody Demolition and parking tickets are being enforced.

Action 126a:  Clerk to email S&A to request Hi Viz is worn.
Action 126b:  Clerk to email Swale regarding the dog bins once details have been received from Cllr Teresa Bowles.


126. Reports for Borough and District Councillors (if present).

Not present.




127. Any other business (for information only).
None.

128. Date of next meeting – Monday 10th November 2025.

129. Close of meeting.
The meeting was closed by Cllr Mike Newman at 8.59pm.









Signed………………………………………………………………….Date …………………………………..













