


   GRAVENEY with GOODNESTONE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT GRAVENEY VILLAGE HALL
On Monday 8th September 2025 at 7:00pm.





PRESENT
Cllrs Mike Newman, Alan Stewart, Catherine Wilkinson, Teresa Bowles, Lesley Lound, Tom King and Clare Boggia.


78. Apologies for Absence.


Absent:  Cllr Alastair Gould (SBC) and Cllr Rich Lehmann (SBC & KCC)

79. Declarations of Interests.
No declarations.


80. Kent Police Beat Officer – Crime Report/NHW Update.
The Kent Police report was shared with the parish council.
7th July 2025 – Head Hill Road, Burglary (commercial), entry has been gained, several items taken.
26th August 2025 – Seasalters Road, Vehicle interference, victim has discovered their vehicle has been opened and an untidy search of his vehicle.
26th August 2025 – Staple Street Road, Criminal damage, damage has been caused to victims gates.
There was no anti-social behaviour reported.

81. Graveney Church – Update.
Cllr Teresa Bowles informed the parish council that she had messaged Catherine however, no response to date.

Action 80:  Clerk to add Graveney Church – update to October agenda.



82. Cleve Hill Solar Park Development update.
19 items are currently being tracked.
Cllr Clare Boggia noted that it would be beneficial for the parish council to nominate some candidates for the Community Benefit Fund.  There was supposed to be a meeting in September however, there has been no correspondence received.  Cllr Mike Newman stated that the deadline is October.
When the first meeting took place the parish council were under the impression that all would be working together.  No formal acceptance of nominees has been submitted to date.  Cllr Mike Newman has written to Laura and Matt Young to highlight that the 7th of October deadline is working to a very tight deadline and to request who the nominees are.
The parish council agree that the parish council are happy to act as a conduit for any applications for funding.  Grantscape stated that they would only liaise with the parish council however, it has been noted that correspondence has taken place with the Four Horseshoes Pub that the parish council were not aware of.
Cllr Mike Newman also suggested that the deadline is extended.
The parish council have not yet placed any notification on social media until formal communication has been received.
Cllr Clare Boggia informed the parish council that the Cleve Hill escort vehicles have now reduced.

83. Skylark - Update.
Cllr Alan Stewart had received an email from the Case Officer today confirming that they had reconsidered the process and moved the consultation to 30th September and 1st October 2025 at Swale House.  Appeals run in parallel to identify specific issues to each site.
A request has been placed to confirm that the parish council wish to be consulted at the meeting.
Cllr Alan Stewart suggested that the parish council now approach Alison Eardley at this stage to formulate a draft response which the parish council unanimously agreed.
Swale are supplying their new housing planning figures in September which may be beneficial.
Cllr Mike Newman would be able to attend the consultation and it was agreed that Cllr Mike Newman would be accompanied by Cllr Alan Stewart.

84. To approve the minutes of the Monthly Parish Council meeting held Monday 14th July 2025.
Cllr Teresa Bowles proposed the minutes which were unanimously agreed to be a true representation of the meeting and were signed by Cllr Mike Newman.


85. Community Resilience Plan.
Cllr Mike Newman has been discussing a community resilience plan with other parish councils and has spoken with Hernhill and Dunkirk parish councils.  Both councils believe it would be beneficial to also discuss this plan further with Boughton Under Blean parish council.
Cllr Mike Newman has sent a copy of a draft plan to the parish councils to circulate and has offered to hold a meeting for all to discuss further.  Cllr Mike Newman informed Rebecca that he feels it would be beneficial to articulate the key risks with how groups can be contacted and believes it needs to be a clear document to enable all to use this plan effectively if needed.

86. Website - Update..
Cllr Mike Newman shared an early version of a website that he has kindly built with the parish council.  The homepage shows events and news which has been pulled from the individual categories.  The idea is that the website can connect with more people.  The site also allows parishioners to sign up with their email address for newsletters.
Some text has been entered regarding the role of the parish council and some information with regards to the parish councils’ values.
A small biography has been placed under each councillor and pictures can also be uploaded if required.  Cllr Mike Newman asked each parish councillor to send further context to include within the website.  There is a section to display all agendas and minutes for each meeting.
News and Newsletter – The engine behind this section would allow the community to comment.
Events is similar to the news and newsletter subheading.  Cllr Clare Boggia asked if a booking service for the village hall could be added which was confirmed to be possible.
Policies – Section for all policies to be added.
Contact us page.
The clerk notified the parish council that there needs to be a finance section.  On the homepage there is also a Facebook link.  
The base cost for the website is £9 per month for two collaborators and Cllr Mike Newman suggested it would be best to start with the basic package initially.
The parish council unanimously agreed this was a huge improvement on the current website.  Cllr Mike Newman will share a test page with the parish council.

Action 85:  Clerk to add website update to October agenda.
Action 85a:  Councillors to send Cllr Mike Newman a brief biography for upload to the new website.


87. New Bank Account.
Cllr Mike Newman has been researching bank account options for the parish council that would allow the parish council to work online with the correct authorisation process.
Unity Trust Bank and Lloyds Bank both work with parish councils.  In comparison Unity Trust Bank charge £6 per month for the service and Lloyds Bank charge £4.25 per month.  Unity Trust Bank make it easier to have a savings account and charge £0.15 per transaction whilst Lloyds Bank do not charge however, they charge £0.50p to process a cheque.  Both banks support dual authorisation, and both are regulated.  
Cllr Mike Newman will speak with Lloyds to ensure dual authorisation is an option.

Action 86:  Clerk to add New Bank Account to October agenda.


88.  Reserves and Biodiversity Policy.

Action 87:  Clerk to add Reserves and Biodiversity Policy to October agenda.


89. Information Board on land adjacent to Village Hall – Quote.
Quotes had been received and were circulated.
With the required artwork it looks to be a cost of around £5.5k.  Cllr Clare Boggia will place an application to Grantscape for funding.
Graveney with Goodnestone Parish Council was agreed as the text.  The Sign of the Times Lectern board was agreed to purchase by the parish council.

Action 88a:  Clerk to call Cllr Clare Boggia on Friday to prompt contacting Victoria for the artwork quotes.
Action 88b:  Clerk to add Information Board quote to October agenda.
90.   Yellow Lines Draft letter approval and postal arrangements.
The draft letter prepared by Cllr Clare Boggia was read and reviewed.  Cllr Mike Newman suggested we change the letter to request that all contact with the clerk is via email.  The letter will be circulated by the parish council councillors.

Action 89:  Clerk to amend letter, print 100 copies and post to Cllr Alan Stewart.


91.   Footpath Warden.
Not present.


92.   Matters arising (for information only).
Action 139c – Ongoing.
Action 52a – Ongoing.
Action 64b – Ongoing.
Action 182c – Ongoing.
Action 190 – Ongoing.
Action 34 – Complete.
Action 36c – Complete.
Action 61 – Complete.
Action 62 – Complete.
Action 63 – Complete.
Action 64 – Complete.
Action 67 – Ongoing.


93.   Correspondence.
35 Items received.


94. Finance.
a.  Financial statement and bank reconciliation – approved and signed by Cllr Mike Newman.
b.  Payments:
i.  SSE Footway Lighting September 2025 (for info only – paid by D/D)
ii.  Clerk Salary – September 2025 - £306.48 includes backdated pay as per NALC Pay Scales agreement 2025/2026 in line with Pay Scale SCP 6   – Proposed by Cllr Mike Newman and seconded by Cllr Catherine Wilkinson.
iii.  HMRC – PAYE Payment for September 2025 -  £221.76 – Proposed by Cllr Catherine Wilkinson and seconded by Cllr Mike Newman. 
iv.  Clerk Expenses – Paper and 1 x ink cartridge - £85.99 – Proposed by Cllr Mike Newman and seconded by Cllr Catherine Wilkinson.
v.  Streetlights – Invoice 15448 Maintenance 2 of 4 - £159.26 – Proposed by Cllr Mike Newman and seconded by Cllr Alan Stewart.
vi.  The Lawn Ranger – Invoices 135 & 184 - £150 – Proposed by Cllr Mike Newman and seconded by Cllr Teresa Bowles.
vii.  Vision ICT Ltd – Invoice 20636 Website Hosting - £228.90 – Proposed by Cllr Mike Newman and seconded by Cllr Alan Stewart.
viii.  Information Commissioners Office Renewal - £52 - Proposed 


95. Planning.
REF 25/503211/FULL – Denley Hall, Seasalter Road, Graveney Kent ME13 9ED.
It was agreed that Cllr Alan Stewart would draft a submission for this application to be submitted by the parish clerk.  

Cllr Alan Stewart noted that the enforcement issue regarding the vehicles was still pending.

Cllr Alan Stewart highlighted that condition 2 on lighting at Cleve Hill site will be discharged and has been approved. 

The Conservation area review is a comprehensive document.  It has been proposed that Odin’s path and the Village Hall path are included within the conservation area.  The car park forms part of their proposal.

Action 95a:  Clerk to email Case Officer re 25/503211/FULL to note previous conditions on prior planning application with the stipulation that the garage would never have a change of use to housing applied.  
Action 95b:  Clerk to chase Case Officer regarding the cars at Poplar Cottages.

96. Graveney with Goodnestone Trust.
Cllr Alan Stewart informed the parish council that a meeting was held on 3rd September.  Initial guidance from Solicitors regarding the winding up of the trust was received and a letter was sent to the school regarding the transfer of the car park.  Alison has resigned so currently we are awaiting new contact details.  
The remaining funds are around £10,000.  There are no significant tax liabilities relating to the car park transfer.

97. Reports from Parish Councillors.
Cllr Alan Stewart noted that the Southern Gas Network Road closure in October is scheduled to be for nine weeks which will span from the pub to the Lodge in Head Hill Road.  Cllr Alan Stewart has written to the Borough Councillors requesting that this is reconsidered.  Cllr Rich Lehmann (SBC & KCC) confirmed that he would speak to Kent County Council further on this matter.  
Colin Relf has also been in contact with the councillors to highlight the damage this closure will cause.
Cllr Tom King suggested that the parish council consider using targeted planting to assist with weed elimination as part of the Community Benefit Fund.  Cllr Mike Newman requested than an application for funding be formulated for landscaping with a budget of up to £10,000.  
Cllr Teresa Bowles will be applying for funding for two Christmas Trees from Grantscape.  Bushes have been removed by the bridge however; the rocks are still in place.  Cllr Teresa Bowles will make contact to request that they are removed.
A black health bin at Culmer’s Terrace which is being filled is not being emptied.  It was reported as hazardous and subsequently emptied however, it is full again.
Cllr Clare Boggia noted that a hedge in Tashmiri Mews is overgrown which will be reported.  It was agreed that details be sent to the parish clerk to enable the clerk to report on the portal.  Cllr Clare Boggia emailed planning regarding how many units are on Four Horseshoes Park and will follow up on this.  It is believed that there are 41 units at present.  The spaces between the units have also been decreased.
It has been reported to the police that people have been seen walking through the middle of fields at night, the police will be looking into this further.
Cllr Lesley Lound – Nothing to report.
Cllr Catherine Wilkinson – Nothing to report.
Cllr Mike Newman commented that there is a hedge in Homestall Lane which is not well maintained.  A tree is also impeding Jubilee Cottage.  Cllr Mike Newman informed the parish council that he would cut this back.

Action 97a:  Clerk to contact Swale to investigate if human waste bins can be provided.
Action 97b:  Clerk to ask planning how many lorries were approved to be parked outside Hilderbrands.

98. Reports for Borough and District Councillors (if present).

Not present.




99. Any other business (for information only).
None.

100. Date of next meeting – Monday 13th October 2025.

101. Close of meeting.
The meeting was closed by Cllr Mike Newman at 10.04pm.









Signed………………………………………………………………….Date …………………………………..













