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Background
Under the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 there is a duty on public authorities in England, including Parish Councils to have regard to conserving biodiversity as part of their policy or decision making. This was further strengthened by the Environment Act 2021 so public authorities must now consider what they can do to conserve and enhance biodiversity in England. This means a public authority must;
· Consider what they can do to conserve and enhance biodiversity.
· Agree policies and specific objectives based on their consideration.
· Act to deliver policies and achieve objectives.
Biodiversity refers to the variety of life on earth1. Biodiversity is everywhere: in gardens, fields, hedgerows, the general countryside, streams and rivers and the sea.
The Local Area
Graveney with Goodnestone Parish Council is a rural setting, with a considerable number of natural areas, including woods, hedges, ditches, farmland, and streams and proximate to the Seasalter Levels and Graveney Marshes.
Parish Council responsibilities
The Parish Council assists with the maintenance of the various local amenities.
The Parish Council will also periodically assist in the provision of the Graveney with Goodnestone Neighbourhood Plan (NP).
What the Parish Council will do
· Consider the impact on biodiversity in the decisions made through the Parish Council, especially when commenting on planning applications.
· The Graveney with Goodnestone Parish Council input to neighbourhood planning will aim for a minimum level of at least 10% biodiversity net gain for proposed new developments.
· The Parish Council will work with Historic England with regards to biodiversity options as appropriate.
· The Parish Council will look to promote biodiversity as appropriate via the Parish Council website.













1 As defined in ‘Biodiversity 2020: a strategy of England’s wildlife and ecosystems’ by DEFRA
