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It gives me great pleasure to be able to present the 2014 Parish

Plan which is the culmination of many months of hard work and
painstaking analysis by the Action Group Committee. This document
has been endorsed by the Parish Council and the members have
resolved to adopt the Policy Statement printed on page 32, which
now sets out their guiding principles for our community.

There have been some notable challenges since the last Plan was
published in 2003 and the strong sense of community spirit was
readily apparent in the support which was shown for the Action
Groups established to oppose the change of use plans for The Four
Horseshoes Pub and the onshore London Array scheme.

Despite the initial success of the Four Horseshoes campaign, the
future for the Pub is once again uncertain but on a brighter note

we can be very proud of the achievements of Graveney School, the
sterling efforts being made to restore All Saints’ Church, and the
reassurance that the funds secured from London Array and now held
by the Graveney & Goodnestone Trust, can continue to be directed
towards community projects.

From all the figures presented in the Plan there is perhaps one
important and somewhat disappointing statistic. The number of
household questionnaires returned was 64 %, some 22% below the
high level achieved in 2003. At a time when the recently enacted
Localism Act aims to devolve more decision making powers to
communities and local councils, a greater level of feedback would
have helped the Parish Council to shape future policies and initiatives.

| do hope you will find the Parish Plan both interesting, informative
and thought provoking, and if you do wish to raise any questions,

please do not hesitate to bring these to the attention of the Parish

Council.

Finally, my thanks to all members of the Parish Plan Action Group, to
the parishioners and businesses who completed the questionnaires,
and to the Graveney & Goodnestone Trust for jointly funding this
project.

Alan Stewart

Chairman
Parish Plan Action Group



A Recent History

Many of us who live in Graveney with Goodnestone Parish are relative
newcomers and have little idea of how much our villages have
changed in living memory.

Forge Cottage in Goodnestone was a busy working forge making
and repairing items for agricultural and domestic use. Mr. Brice, who
ran it, was also the local farrier making shoes for the horses that still
worked the fields up until the 1950°s.

The villages boasted at least six cherry orchards and local women
were employed to pick and box the fruit. Many a Graveney toddler
was to be found anchored to a cherry tree by a length of washing line
to stop it wandering away.

Of course, hops were a staple crop and several hop gardens were
to be found, one next to the Four Horseshoes Pub. Both locals and
Londoners were employed to pick the hops. Many happy evenings
were spent sampling the fruits of their labours in local hostelries.

At one time the village shop was run by a Mrs. Farminger who
was also the postmistress. Not only did she man the shop, she also
delivered the mail door-to-door.

The remnants of Denley Hill can still be seen from the road but it was
much larger until after the devastating floods of 1953 when much of
its soil was taken to make the sea defences at Seasalter.

Monkshill road was known as Brickfield Road due to the thriving brick
making business that used the clay that was there in abundance.

What is now the school car park was once a wheelwrights run by
the Wraight family. Mr. Robert Wraight Senior was our local milkman

when he was a young man. He used a bicycle and trailer to deliver
the milk that was produced and bottled at Denley Farm.

And finally, our villages were home to a magnificent avenue of elms
which, sadly, had to be felled due to Dutch EIm disease.

Much of this information was gleaned from Mrs. Mary Wraight, a lady
in her 90's who remembers the villages from 70 years ago. Thank you
so much, Mary.

Trish Timms

Ancient History — printed with permission
of Swale Borough Council

To quote directly from Tysilio: “Caesar, as soon as possible after he

had read the answer of Caswallon, prepared his ships, set sail, and
came to the aber [confluence] of the Thames near which he landed ...
When they [the British] reached the Castle of Doral, (thought by Petrie
to be the Roman town of Durolevum, now located at Syndale they
found the enemy [the Romans] encamped on the shore. An immediate
attack was resolved on, and the carnage was great on both sides.”

At Graveney, some four kilometres east of the site of Durolevum,

the typical shape of a Roman fort seem to have survived as field
boundaries on the 1795 O.S. surveyor’s drawing, and can be seen with
what looks like an additional annex to the east. Aerial photography
indicates features that could be multiple ditches on the eastern side.
The area of the probable fort is about 300 x 310 metres (328 x 335
yds), large enough to hold a single legion. Limited excavation on

the eastern side exposed a rampart and a ditch. No artifacts were
recovered. Just to the north of the probable fort is a large expanse of
inter-tidal sand. The shoreline at this point has eroded about two miles
(3.2 km) inland since the Roman period, and any other large Roman
earthwork defences will have long disappeared.

The probable fort of about 22 acres, at Graveney is 12 miles (19

km) from the Iron Age camp at Bigbury. It is fronted by many miles
of flat sand and it is where the Swale (Medway) joins the Thames.

At Syndale is another possible Roman fort, large enough to hold
1,000 soldiers, and dated by over 500 sherds of pottery found in

the fastigated military ditch to the time of Claudius. This is the only
possible Claudian fort found so far in Kent, and indicates the method
of garrisoning mentioned in Cassius Dio’s.




Parish Plan Concept
and Objectives

The Government's Rural White Paper ‘Our countryside, the future’
(2000) proposed that all rural communities should develop ‘“Town,
Village and Parish Plans’ to identify key facilities and services, to set
out the problems that need to be tackled and to demonstrate how
distinctive characters and features could be preserved.

The Graveney with Goodnestone Parish Plan is produced by and for
our local community.

It is an opportunity for every parishioner to have his or her say in the
development of the community. From these an action plan can be
developed to lay out a shared vision for the future of the parish over
the next 10 years. There are many areas of interest and importance
and it is up to the community to define the issues to be tackled by
the Parish Plan.

Parish Plans do not currently have any formal status, and they
cannot override adopted planning policy, however, they can make
an effective contribution to the planning process through policy
development and application at a local level.

Potential benefits of the results of the Parish Plan are:

4 Identify existing areas that need improvement and areas that
need preserving for future generations.

4 Identify new projects that will in some way enhance or benefit
our parish.

4 Evidence-based information, responses and proposals that are
relevant to and capable of use by Planning Officers or Inspectors
when making planning decisions, both in policy and development
control.

In 1986 the community undertook its first village appraisal. 2003 saw
a new Parish Plan completed and distributed.

Since then there have been major changes:

4 London Array has changed the face of our community for the
foreseeable future with its onshore electrical installation, creation
of the car park for the Primary School, grants for childrens’
education and the creation of the Graveney & Goodnestone Trust.

¢ The Primary School has also had renovations.
¢ Ecomerchant has moved on.

¢ The Four Horseshoes Public House has been bought, sold,
reopened, closed and is at present again up for sale.

Needless to say, the next 10 years may bring many more changes,
including ones we may not yet even envisage.

In the changing political, environmental, business and domestic
environments we will all have hurdles to overcome. If this document
helps in any small way then the time, effort and cost have all been of
benefit.
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Graveney Church, Graveney Bridge and Goodnestone
conservation areas:

(Extract from report to Development Committee 24 November
1999 — Agenda item 6C Annex A) www.swale.gov.uk

Graveney is situated on the eastern edge of the Borough of Swale,
some six kilometres from Faversham to the west and a similar
distance from Whitstable to the north east. It lies on the edge

of the Graveney marshes, which stretch away some distance to
the north west as far as The Swale. Goodnestone, a separate
settlement, lies immediately to the south of Graveney.

Both settlements stand on slightly raised ground, just above the
surrounding low lying land. Graveney has a distinctly linear form,
with development stretching along Seasalter Road over a distance
of some 800 metres. New development / redevelopment has taken
place in recent times both north and south of the railway line.

At Goodnestone the buildings are grouped along the west side

of Head Hill Road and round into Goodnestone Lane. Whilst the
development form here is in some ways more compact than at
Graveney, the church is set apart at the end of Goodnestone Lane,
some 200 metres to the west. This location was a few hundred
metres distant from an arm of Thorne Creek, which was navigable
until the early 1800s.

The name ‘Graveney’ is said to derive from the Old English ‘at the
graven river’; it was originally the name given to the stream at
Graveney which ran through a broad ditch (or trench or graven
ditch). The best preserved Viking vessel found in England (the
Graveney Boat), was discovered in 1970 a short distance to the
north east of Graveney village during maintenance work on the
Hammond Drain and dated to AD 927.

Goodnestone, originally a Saxon settlement, derived its name from
Godwin, Earl of Wessex, and was for long known as Godwinstone
(or Godwynstone), meaning the farmstead or manor belonging to
Earl Godwin. This name continued in use until the 16th century.

All Saints’ church, together with Graveney Court, marks the
northern western edge of Graveney village. The church is of
special interest dating from the 12th century.

Newman (in Buildings of England) comments that * this church
is a rarity in Kent and would be a rarity in any county except
perhaps Norfolk; for it is not only delightfully unrestored but it is
worthwhile also as architecture and contains objects beautiful in
their own right’. The church is modest in size, and built from flint
and stone rubble with a peg tiled roof. A lych gate, much more
recent in date, is sited on the edge of the carriageway and gives
access to the small churchyard. A small paddock adjoins to the
east which is enclosed by low brick walls and a rather battered
estate railing along the road frontage.

Graveney Court adjoins the church to the north. Set back from
road and partly hidden from view by trees from some angles,

this house is situated on the very edge of Graveney marshes. It

is timber framed, dates from around 1420, and is finished with
plaster and weatherboarding. The adjoining farmyard to the north
now consists mainly of modern buildings, although two older brick
buildings do survive.

Murtons Farm lies a short distance to the south of the church

on the eastern side of Seasalter Road. A part of this small, now
painted, brick building dates from the sixteenth century. Alongside
is a rather larger seventeenth century, timber framed barn,
recently converted into two dwellings, which now has a fairly
modern appearance by virtue of the extensive refurbishment and
conversion work.

This small group of buildings has now been joined by later
development to the once separate cluster of old buildings some
distance to the south, grouped around the junction of Seasalter
Road with Sandbanks Lane. The original gap between these two
groups of buildings has been infilled with housing development,
particularly at Murton Place where the original small estate of
Airey houses was redeveloped in the late 1980s to a higher
density. It now comprises some 26 dwellings and although set
around a cul-de-sac layout the development has a significant
frontage to Seasalter Road.



Graveney School, and the former head teacher’s house, is an
attractive Victorian red brick building. Its steep, slate covered roofs,
gothic shaped windows, and meticulous brickwork detailing are
characteristic of school buildings of the period.

This building, completed in 1876, has all the familiar characteristics
of a small village school and it therefore makes a crucial
contribution to the street scene.

The nearby Bridge House and The Post Office both pre-date

the school, and define the shape of the road junction. Bridge
House is built of red stock brick and has a clay tiled roof; the
adjoining stables have been converted to a dwelling. The Post
Office/ Graveney Bridge is built of brick,now painted, and has a
prominent, steeply pitched, peg tiled roof. The shop comprises

a single-storey weatherboarded extension built in front of the
original building, and there is a simplicity about this arrangement
which accords perfectly with the character of the place.

The North Kent Coast railway line now forms a physical edge to
these buildings. Seasalter Road doglegs rather pleasantly to cross
over the line, which form nicely emphasises the sense of place
here. The railway bridge is a substantial and impressive structure,
although it is not immediately apparent in the street scene as
much of the yellow brick skewed arch is set within the railway
cutting. A modern steel footbridge, lacking the character and
finesse of the main bridge, has been placed alongside.

Culmers and Wheelwrights Cottages lie to the south of the railway
line, and although both are of some age they have been heavily
refurbished. To the south again is a line of unremarkable housing
development. Opposite is The Four Horse Shoes public house
dating from about 1800 which effectively marks the southern

limit of this group, and which is of particular interest for the
mathematical tiling on the front elevation. Land to the north of
the public house has been recently developed for housing, and the
site to the rear is occupied by a mobile home park.

Goodnestone lies to the south of Graveney, separated by a short
stretch of countryside. Buildings here are grouped along the
west side of Head Hill Road and round into Goodnestone Lane.
Those fronting Head Hill Road include Poplar Hall farm, several
groups of cottages and an oast house complex now converted
to dwellings. The converted oast comprises five prominent
roundels linked to a central two storey store. This traditional
Kentish building, with its warm red brick and white painted
weatherboarded loading bays, plays a key role in defining the
character of the street scene in Goodnestone. The conversion
has respected the overall building form but detrimental features
include rooflights in the roundels, plastic windows and tall
evergreens along the front boundary.

Poplar Hall, built at the very beginning of the twentieth century, is
a substantial, brick built house set back from the road in a mature
garden and nicely marks the southern edge of the village. By
contrast, the northern limit of the settlement is marked by groups
of modest red and yellow brick cottages set around the junction

of Goodnestone Lane with Head Hill Road which together create a
pleasant space.

The tiny St Bartholomew’s church is set apart from the rest of
Goodnestone to the west, and is approached along a narrow lane.
This diminutive building dates from the early 12th century, possibly
earlier, and still retains most of its Norman character.

Built of flint and stone rubble, and set in a small churchyard it is a
good example of a simple, almost primitive, country church. The
building, redundant since 1984, is now cared for by the Churches
Conservation Trust. Goodnestone Court, to the north, is a half
timbered building dating from the 15th century. The large space
between the church and the house is filled with an array of farm
buildings, some brick built, which are set in and around a bowl
shaped hollow.

Langdon Court, which lies a short distance to the north of the
main group of Goodnestone buildings, is a substantial brick

house set back from the road and largely hidden from view by
large mature trees set around it. The adjoining complex of farm
buildings, a separate commercial operation, has the appearance of
being mainly comprised of modern buildings, but within the group
there are a number of more traditional farm structures.

The flat, expansive nature of the Graveney marshes continues to
exert an influence on the character of development at Graveney,
despite the land having been converted almost entirely to arable
use. Whilst the marshes no longer have a truly wild appearance,
the presence of these wide and open spaces extending up to the
very edge of the church graveyard is a strong reminder of just how
remote the place has been. This feeling tends to be absent from
Goodnestone, where the surrounding landscape for the most part
has more trees and hedgerows and consequently a rather softer
character. However, the amalgamation of fields to the south-west
is now creating a new and open landscape.

Orchards were, until recent times, a significant feature around
both settlements, but their numbers have declined in recent years,
as has the visual impact of the remaining orchards as standard
trees have been replaced with smaller varieties.

Hopfields too have disappeared. Arable crops are now the main
feature in the landscape, together with intensive horticulture and
fruit growing which, at certain times of the year, results in large
areas of polythene being prominent in the landscape.

Head Hill and Seasalter Roads are country roads which are both
still fairly well defined with hedgerows and trees, although the
hedgerows are now very thin in places at the northern end.
Footways and kerbing are generally absent in Goodnestone, so
that the rural character of the road remains largely intact. At
Graveney, however, stretches of footway are present both north
and south of the bridge, as are a small number of street lighting
columns; materials and detailing here tend to be suburban in
character and make few concessions to the rural location.



Conclusion

¢ Graveney and Goodnestone, although physically close, have

separate origins which continue to be reflected in differences in
character between them. Graveney’s relatively isolated position
on the very edge of the marshes continues to influence the
character of the place, even though land drainage and changes
in agricultural practice have altered the appearance of the
surrounding landscape. Goodnestone, by contrast is surrounded
by a more typically Kentish landscape where orchards are still

a significant feature, although modern fruit and horticultural
practices - and arable farming - have brought changes in
appearance also.

Goodnestone is a modest place, comprised largely of cottages
and farm buildings but with the rather exceptional presence of a
tiny Norman church set in fields to the west with the characteristic
Kentish yeoman farmer’s house alongside.

For the most part the environment has a pleasant cohesive quality,
with buildings built from locally made red and yellow bricks (here
predominantly reds) linked along the country road by hedgerows,
trees, walls and fences. The salvage yard and the adjoining
industrial building interrupt the visual flow of the frontage
although the activities do bring some diversity into the street
scene. The countryside remains a major influence on the character
of the place.

Buildings at Graveney are more scattered, and their rather more
ordinary appearance perhaps reflects the harsher environment
close to the marshes. The straggle of buildings along the road may,
therefore, be seen to be a proper reflection of times past and the
somewhat bleak surroundings. There is, perhaps, less cohesion in
the built environment and less consistency in the range of building
materials. Nevertheless, the area around the railway bridge is quite
nicely defined and undoubtedly has a clear sense of place. Recent
new building has been on a significant scale for a small rural
settlement, and has generally been rather ordinary in character.

Listed Buildings

There are at present sixteen buildings, one Chest Tomb and one
Headstone with listed status in our community. Twelve of the
buildings, the headstone and the chest tomb are Grade Il listed, two
of these buildings are Grade II* and both churches are Grade | listed.

For further information see:
www.english-heritage.org.uk/professional/protection/process/
national-heritage-list-for-england

See map on page 55.

SSSI Units, Ramsar Sites
and RSPB Areas

The Swale and North Kent Marshes are SPAs, Nature Reserves,
SSSI'and Ramsar sites which encompass part of our parish. These lie
along the south bank of the Swale, Faversham Creek and marshes to
the east of the parish between Monkshill Road and the Swale.

For further information see:
www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/conservation/designations/sssi

See map on page 56.



Survey Results

RESPECT HORSE RIDERS
PUT UP "CYCLES ON ROADS” SIGNS

CREATE BRIDLE PATHS A NEW SHOP
TRAFFIC LIGHTS OR MIRRORS AT BRIDGE
VERGE AND ROAD SURFACE MAINTENANCE

BETTER DRAINAGE

IMPROVE BUS TIMETABLE ADHERENCE
TREE, SHRUB AND FLOWER PLANTING

BETTER PLAY AREA AT VILLAGE HALL
MORE ADULT COURSES AND LEISURE PURSUITS

MORE THINGS FOR CHILDREN TO DO
MORE KEEP FIT, YOGA AND OTHER EXERCISE CLASSES

Householder Demographics

136 forms were completed and returned which is 63.85% of the
households identified. 127 moved here, 4 had always been in the
community and 5 householders left this space blank. 18 people said
they worked within the parish while 50 worked outside the parish.
11 people said they had a self-employed business in the parish.

Where People Previously Lived.

. Kent

. Faversham Area
B
. London

Other

Distance Travelled To Work

Reasons People
Moved To Our
Community:

@ 38 households moved here
because they found a house, land
or accommodation they liked.

@ 34 households liked the peaceful
countryside beside the sea.

@ 27 households moved to the
parish for work or had family in
the area.

@ 26 households liked the village
and its location.

@ One household moved because
of a 1940's bomb.

Types Of Transport Used To Travel To And From Work.
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Of those who answered the questionnaires, 47% now live in
detached properties, 40% in semi-detached and 13% in terraced
housing. 77% are owner occupied, 13% owned by the Housing
Association, 4% rent from a local landlord, 4% are tied housing and
2% rent from the local authority.

Reported Residents.

. Males
. Females

Pre-School

Primary School

Secondary School

16-21

22-35

36-45

46-55

56-65

66-75

76-85

Older
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Employment

The following figure represents the occupations of the
householders who responded:

Householder Occupations (number of people).

Retired
Full time employment

Self employment

Part time employment
Voluntary work
House parent

Not looking for work
Carer

Semi-retired

Full time education
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Vehicles:

People gave the following ways to improve local transport:

48 More Frequent Buses / Earlier Times Schedule / Later Time
Schedule / Sunday Schedule

Increase Timetable for Canterbury and Whitstable

=Y
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Improve Adherence to the Timetable

Adbvertise and / or Distribute the Time Schedule
Have More Bus Stops

No Improvement to the Local Transport is Needed
Add More Pavements

Put the Travel Information in the Parish News
Increase the Number of Routes

More People Should Use the Buses

Have a Community Bus

-_ e = = =2 NV U &Y O

Link the Buses to the Free Provision by Farmers for their Workers

Only 7 people rely on public transport for work all the time, 3
occasionally. 38 rely on it for other occasions and 2 people sometimes
use it for reasons other than travel to and from work.

Types of vehicles
reported:

@ 199 cars

@ 23 motorbikes and mopeds
® 68 bicycles

@ 9 commercial vehicles

Parking:

@ 127 park off road
@ 10 park on the public roads

Use of local bus
system:

@ 62 use local bus system
@ 71 did not use local bus system

® 1 person needs a local bus
timetable

A current bus schedule has
been provided on Page 50-51.

Local Businesses

Out of 17 business questionnaires distributed we received
9 completed forms.

*

*

Eight of the owners reside in the parish, only one lives outside the
parish boundaries.

Of the 347 employees, only 24 were local leaving 323 non-locals.

Three of the companies were able to hire local people with the
correct skills to fill vacancies.

Five would hire local youths or students for work experience.

Four companies would encourage their employees to participate
in village activities.

One business has an apprenticeship scheme.

The local broadband was adequate for three companies, not
adequate for two and the four others use other services.

The parish has long been an area for growing hops, vegetables
and fruit. Migrant workers have been a long-standing feature of
the parish, first with hop pickers from London’s East End and now
European soft fruit pickers. Cherries, strawberries and orchards
provide fresh fruit to the local people and food stores. In addition,
there are various farms growing different grains, vegetables, sheep
and other livestock.

The following have been long established businesses within the
parish: horse riding and stabling; livestock and grain farming;
fruit, vegetable and hop growing; holiday caravan rental; honey
production; dog training.
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21 people indicated family members were searching for housing.
2 required a one bedroom and 6 needed a two bedroom dwelling.

16 needed a three bedroom and 4 required a four bedroom house.

* & o o

6 people required a detached house and 6 more were looking for

50 L] 6 6 O/O an attached house.

of the forms ¢ 4 people would like a bungalow.
distributed ¢ 15 people responded that they did not wish the villages to be

extended.
were returned.

People Searching for Housing (Length of time searching).

< 1year 1-2 year 2-5 year >5 year Ongoing

]
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Type of Housing People Require..

100% |
Current Housing Statistics (This chart indicates the type of housing people currently 80% -
reside in and how long they have lived there).
o/ |
100% | 60%

80% —

™
o 40% —
60% | é 20% —
% 0% —
- I E; Family Retirement Single Special Needs
20% — < . Private Purchase
%— .
0% _| o ] shared Ownership

Private Renting

< 1 year 1-5 year 6-10 year 11-25 year 26 or more . Housing Association

. House Bungalow . Flat . Park Home
The majority who indicated suitable new housing sites

Additional Housing (This graph represents the number of people who thought the suggested the following:
parish needs more of each type of housing).

4 Opposite Murton Place / School
None ¢ Sandbanks Lane

For young people @ Near the Pub / Four Horseshoes Caravan Park

For families

For rental

For Sale

For older people

More Housing Association Homes
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With the constraints of privacy legislation, the committee was
unable to determine the exact number of youths in the parish. We
distributed 52 forms. When the Householder results came back,
there were a total of 44 children under the age of 16 reported.
Unfortunately, we only received 10 completed forms.

After the 2003 Parish plan, a Youth Group was established but
eventually had to close due to lack of adult support.

Of the 10 responses, three were Primary Schoolchildren, five were
Secondary Schoolchildren and one was at college.

They most like the area because of the quiet, peaceful countryside.
There is lots of space for adventure, walking dogs and investigating
the creek. One said it was a nice, clean village.

Least liked was the lack of playmates and friends. It is too isolated and
quiet. There are no opportunities or events to meet other children and
nothing for teenagers to do. There is no longer a shop to visit and it

is harder to get to other places. The bus timetable does not work for
children going to school in Canterbury.

The top changes for making the community better was a shop asked
for by four of the responders and more public transport for two of
the children. Other ideas were a market, a park, more houses and
more things for kids to do.

Out of those that completed the questionnaire, seven are not sure if
they want to remain in the parish when they have grown up and the
other three don’t want to stay.

Footpaths Map

The top changes
for making the
community better:

@ Open a shop

@ More public transport

# Have a market

# Have a park

# More houses

@ More things for kids to do
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Highways and Transport

Non-vehicular Traffic

Of the answers received, 137 people walk, 74 cycle and 20 ride
horses through the village.

Suggested ways to improve the village for non-vehicular
traffic were:

80 Add footpaths / pavements / refuges

23 Lower speed

16 Add cycle / bridle paths

13 Trim hedges and clear footpaths

12 Add lighting on Sandbanks Lane

10 Add speed humps

8  Improve verges and road surfacing

8  Better footpath markings / more signage / more maps
5  Put up a bridge mirror

3 Enforce speed limit

Following the last parish survey, there was an investigation into

providing a footpath between Goodnestone and Graveney.
This revealed the high standards needed for Kent Highways to
adopt a footway and the resultant cost made this prohibitively
expensive.

Since then we have suffered the London Array construction

works, together with the disruption and damage to the verges.

The temporary lorry speed limit of 20 mph past the school
has now gone and the village can return to whatever we now

X o
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In addition the following
were suggested by one or
two people:

@ Maintain verges

@ Narrow the road and make
passing places

@ Widen the road
@ Enforce rules for cyclists
@ Respect horse riders

@ Provide Hi-Vis jackets for farm
workers

® Repair the path from the bridge
towards Faversham

@ Tractors and heavy vehicles should
not use mobiles

@ Put up speed cameras

@ Clean up the dog mess

# Prohibit horse riders on roads
@ Add ‘Cycles on Roads' signs

@ Put pram friendly gates on
footpaths

@ Add Goodnestone speed
restrictions

@ No parking at the bridge
@ Put up village signs / gates

One person also suggested a paid
annual membership to ride with
respect & safety through farmland
tracks. Another suggested extending
the cycle path from the school car
park through to Dargate.

consider normal, with the 30 mph limit through the main villages
and a 40 mph limit out to the marshes.

Replacement of the village name signs has also been delayed by
bureaucratic requirements. Councillor Bowles has secured for us,
after much lobbying, a couple of interactive speed signs which
now remind drivers who are speeding through the villages.

The fingerpost sign at the junction with Monkshill Road has been
repainted; it should direct travellers for many years to come.

Vehicular Traffic

The worst Black Spots reported on the questionnaires were:
65 The bridge
36 Sandbanks junction
21 Goodnestone bends
20 School parking
16 All Saints’ Church — either direction
10 St Bartholemew’s Church Lane exit
Murton Place / Farm

Areas with no pavements

8
8
5  Parking beside the Four Horseshoes Pub
5  Goosefields exit

4 Property entrances

3

Head Hill Road

Ways to improve traffic for motorists put forward are:
174 Clearer signs / More signage / Go Slow

29 Enforce slower speed

20 Better maintenance and repair of roads

15 Speed humps

15 Forbid school parking on main road

00

Better drainage

Sandbanks Lane / Bridge mirror
More lighting

Better off-road parking
Additional off-road parking
Cut back & trim hedges

Traffic lights at the bridge
Clean / maintain road verges

No parking on the road at the pub
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Double yellow lines



More police speed checks

Use school warning lights

Locked off-road parking for residents
No parking opposite Goosefields
Repair heavy vehicle damage

No parking on main roads

Replace the fingerpost at Goosefields
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More pavements
1 Educate motorists

Other ideas put forward were to swap the Village Hall location with
the field opposite the school, no parking at the Sandbanks Lane /
Bridge Junction, more restricted parking and a bypass.
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The Blackspots below were also mentioned by either
1 or 2 people:

@ The junction of Homestall Lane # Potholes
and Whitstable Road @ All Rights Of Ways
@ Monkshill and Seasalter Road

junction
@ The blind bend at Odin's Path
@ Four Horseshoes Park exit
@ The bends past Cleve Hill
 Graveney Court bend

@ Goodnestone stables exit with
horse trailers

@ The entrance to the horse field
opposite the school

# Drains / flooding between
Tashmiri Mews and Denley Hall

@ The concrete on the verges at
Goodnestone

@ Parking near the Hilderbrands site
@ Pickers at Goodnestone

@ All of Goodnestone roads

@ Cleve Hill junction

They also gave the
following suggestions:

® Plant flowers / wildflowers

® Become a bee-friendly village
® Rejuvenate verges and hedges
# Create community allotments
® Stop farm workers littering

4 Stop farm workers screaming
when passing horses

Environment

People thought the environment could be improved by:
91 Remove rubbish
83 Cut hedges short & tidy
66  Plant more trees
63 Look after woodlands
44 Plant more hedges
27 Let hedges grow
2 Don't know
Cut down some trees

Cut verges

Allotments

1

7

2

1 Plant flowers
1

1 Council road sweeper
1

Gully / drain clearing

Volunteers advised they would help with the following:

Planting trees / hedges
Clear ponds

Clear rubbish

Protect wildlife
habitats




On the footpaths questions, the figures indicate the numbers
of people answering the questions.

Other comments regarding
footpaths were:

@ Have they been ploughed up?

One person indicated each of the following:

# Drive Careful signs
@ Bus stop area

@ Sandbanks Lane & Broom Street
flooding

Local Footpaths Yes No Only Some * fCreate Earking areas near 4 Ban heavy vehicles except buses ¢ Plroper road sweeping and drain
ootpaths @ Purchase pub car park clearance
Do you know where they are? 130 23 18 4 Label them with natural wooden " " ) # Regular farmers market
: : . # Landscape entrances - gates,
Are they easily accessible? 113 27 19 signs and have clearer / larger flowers @ Bridge area needs cleaned up
Are they well signposted? 103 33 20 S1gns on posts # Road & drainage maintenance # 0Odin’s path used by cyclists
' @ Create a footpath to Seasalter,

The list below indicates areas of the villages that could be

enhanced and the number of people suggesting each.

and the one from the end of
Sandbanks Lane to Saxon Shore
Way is difficult to follow

@ Make the footpaths pram friendly

# Commercial Properties for sale
# Provide Waste Bins

@ Develop area behind railway next
to school

4 Flooding of Church Lane & fields -
toxins?

# Maintain footpaths & cycle paths
¢ Maintain woodland & coppiced

11 Pub & Car Park Area @ Create well-defined walking @ Link Village Hall to Church & areas
8  Cut &clean verges footpaths with a map on the School . Elan;ti more tre;sG& grass between
Village Notice Board . i oodnestone & Graveney
6  Clean up lorry depot area . Havegpavemems to link ¢ iiqg?{mks rane - derelict area # Dogs fouling Village Hall car park
6  Tree/shrub / flower planting Goodnestone and Graveney # New village hall beside pub @ Fence Village Hall so children
6 Village shop / café # Tractors are causing lots of mud # Increase size of Village Hall using cannot go into woods
green 4 Open a Shop
4 Dogs fouling footpaths - signs needed @ Clean verges opposite London  More pavements
4 Cut back hedgerows to allow for walkers Array entrance _ @ Plastic covered fields flooding
@ Bury some of the electrical cables roads, polluting
3 Replace village signs @ Stop Parking on Odin’s Path # More courteous road use to help
3 Flowers / Better Play Area at Village Hall 20 people @ Murton Place grass & bushes Verges
. . h ht th overgrown ¢ Lack of amenities
2 Swap Village Hall and School field thought there # Fruit left to rot collected for o Pedestrian access 1o Village Hall
2 Cycle path to beach should be more . ?L(Jj'[e;livi(nlzvgilszcsglition from & shop
2 Wildlife areas protected & improved footpaths, 14 bird scarers ¢ ;aorlrgsac edges of roads to prevent
H]
2 Playground / sports facilit . 3 ¢ Mare pavements # Stop people letting their dogs
s ¢ Y9 the village / Y bbish indicated more @ Remove vans / trucks barEp P . ’
n remove r : .

ea evi age emove ru IS bridle paths and @ Christmas decorations ¢ Stop peop|e hav]ng bonfires

2 Fly-tipping is getting out of hand @ Landscape front of Culmers during the day
Terrace i
2 Hedgerow maintenance 11 more Cycle \ — & Clearrubb|sh.from hedgerows
_ edestrian access to Village Ha # Footpath behind Culmers Terrace

2 Keep vehicles off verges paths. # Create car park for pub needs maintenance

‘ Many footpaths can be accessed within our Parish. One

of the most popular walks is along the Swale Heritage
Trail and Saxon Shore Way. You can do either an eleven mile
circular walk taking about four and a half hours or a five mile
circular walk taking a couple of hours.

Did you know that the last military action on British soil against
invading sources took place on Graveney Marshes, known

as The Battle of Graveney Marshes. This battle is credited as
shortening the length of the Second World War.

Graham Reynolds ,,




(o]
o

28

PARISH BOUNDARY

' '

Nm

.n_._

-
-

L

.IJ

(It wy ¢~

\ oW

# ./(./ Ar.lr._. . -

‘7107 ‘5655500010 43quinu U317 "paniasal Iy |1y "1ybuAdod umosd @adi0 Alsuonels sAsalely JaH
4O 13]]02U0Y) 33 JO J|eyaq uo A3nIng adueupIQ JO UoIssiwIad Byl Yum [ealew A3aIng adueuplQ uodn paseq st deuw siyp

*.._.hw:._nu
P

i -, Ag|ual
../....w. d|uaig

deis t:cu

i wmz 2F, .
.. ; o

i —

A = ﬁ;vﬂ_ ) -‘\ ,.
_uomEnI n_!_s.m i
Em:_.
\» m:oﬂw:%odwﬁ |

J +....\ ] f ﬂ.E}

/

aff

saljsiepy uapbeyn

{

\
|
\




Recycling

153 people answered the questions on recycling. 114 decided
no improvements were needed. 39 people thought they could
be improved in the following ways:

9  Re-instate central recycling here
Village skip / large bin for non-drivers
Food waste collection

Wider variety of recycle bins

Clothes bank

Better / clearer / more info
Communal bin for garden waste
Newspaper / magazine / cardboard recycling
Local bottle bank

Bins for electrical goods

Free car tyre disposal at Faversham
Garden clearance / recycling / disposal
Simplify system

Bin bags / liners supplied

More frequent collection
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Have less bins
1 Garden waste bins should be free of charge

A Swale Recycling pamphlet has been delivered to all households with
clearer and more comprehensive information. New food bins have also
been delivered. The recycling of food waste began in April 2014.

Website:
www.swale.gov.uk/bins-recycling

Tel:
01795 417850

Address:

Swale Borough Council
Swale House

East Street
Sittingbourne

Kent ME10 3HT

Crime Statistics for Graveney
with Goodnestone Parish from
www.police.uk/kent/24/crime
1 Jan2013

Feb 2013

Mar 2013

Apr 2013

May 2013

Jun 2013

Jul 2013

Aug 2013

Sep 2013

Oct 2013

Nov 2013

Dec 2013

Jan 2014

Feb 2014

Mar 2014

Apr 2014

May 2014

Jun 2014

Jul 2014

Aug 2014
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Crime and Neighbourhood Watch

Neighbourhood & Home Watch is a voluntary network of schemes
where neighbours come together, along with the police and local
partners, to build safe and friendly communities.

Survey Results.

Is Neighbour Watch effective?

Do you know Neighbour Watch contact details?

Are you comfortable going out after dark?

| | | | | | | |
20 40 60 80 100 120 140 160
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Out of 181 responses, 37 indicated they had recently been a victim
of crime and 144 had not. 23 people had been a victim only once,
8 people twice and 6 people 3 times in the last five years.

Note: These figures may be distorted because more than one
person in the same household may be reporting the same incident
figures, thus doubling or tripling the incidents. As all responses were
anonymous, there is no way of determining the correct figures.

Useful contact details:

Neighbourhood Police Officer:
PCSO Adam Sparks

Dial 101 for Non-Emergencies and Enquiries
Dial 999 in an Emergency

Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator
Kevin Castle

Tel: 07749 736669

Email: kevincastle@btinternet.com

Chairman of Swale Neighbourhood Watch
Mrs. Margaret Trinder

Tel: 01795 530297

Email: margandtim@gmail.com

www.neighbourhoodwatch.net



Parish Plan

The Graveney with Goodnestone Parish Council agreed the
following Parish Plan at an Extraordinary meeting held on
Tuesday, 23rd September 2014.

The Parish Newsletter

The Parish Council will continue to support the production and
distribution of the Parish newsletter to every household on a regular
basis. In addition, contact information will be placed on village notice
boards to ensure communication is kept alive within the community,
and to try and ensure that all residents are aware of all clubs, local
events and organisations that are available to them. A copy will be
available on the Parish Council website.

Youth Facilities

The Parish Council will look to facilitate the setting up of youth
organisations and events where young people in the village can meet
and get to know each other.

Planning and Development

The Parish Council will continue to review all planning matters within
the parish, ensuring they are sympathetic with the surroundings and
not detrimental to the village environment. Consideration will be
made for the possible implementation of a Neighbourhood Plan under
the Localism Act at a later date.

Local Amenities

The Parish Council will continue to support local groups, particularly
encouraging them to use the village hall. Whilst the village hall is one

of the best community amenities for bringing the parish together,
the Parish Council will remain alert to any opportunities for
providing a more central community building.

Highways and Transport

The Parish Council will, within the constraints of Kent County
Council and Kent Highways policies, continue to monitor traffic
management issues within the parish. The Parish Council will
investigate the possibility of creating bridleways, additional
footpaths and cycle routes.

Conservation of the Environment and Historic
Structures

The Parish Council will, where possible, support suitable schemes to
protect footpaths, hedgerows and trees, and to keep the villages and
surrounding areas clean and tidy. The Parish Council will continue in its
efforts to protect historic buildings and structures of historical interest
within the parish for future generations.

Action Groups

The Parish Council will encourage the setting up of independent
action groups to concentrate on specific projects and where these fall
outside the budgetary constraints of the Parish Council, explore other
funding sources including grants which may be available from the
Graveney & Goodnestone Trust.




Graveney Primary School

Seasalter Road, Graveney, Faversham, Kent ME13 9DU

Tel: 01795 532005 Fax: 01795 530174
Email: office@graveney.kent.sch.uk
Web: www.graveneyprimary.com

Headteacher: Mrs Alison Blackwell

Graveney Primary School continues to be a thriving village school,
with 105 pupils on roll and 15 members of staff. The school has
seen a few changes in the staff including a new headteacher,
however many of the staff have remained in the school for many
years. In February 2012 Graveney Primary became an Academy; this
decision was made after careful consideration and consultation.
Graveney Primary has once again moved on with the times and as
a converter Academy has maintained our individuality and avoided
becoming part of a larger federation of schools.

Since 2002 Graveney Primary has continued to adapt and develop.
In 2002 the extension of the original building was completed to
include 4 new classrooms, this created a wonderful environment
with spacious classrooms for the pupils. In 2008 a further smaller
extension was added to the front of the school, this was originally
developed as a small ICT suite (computer room), this room has
recently been refurbished providing the school with a learning
room for small groups. The use of technology has been extended

pupils on roll

members of staff

to all areas of the school and to support learning across the
curriculum. Pupils’ at Graveney are able to achieve standards in
reading, writing and mathematics in Key Stages 1 and 2 that are
above those found in most schools.

The playground has also benefited from improvements during

the last 10 years. Parking spaces for staff are now available in the
school car park, following the London Array development. This has
enabled the school playground to also be improved with a Trim
trail, gazebo and a basketball court. The school continues to lease
the playing field opposite the school for sport and outside learning
opportunities.

The school was once again inspected by Ofsted in September
2013. The results showed that Graveney is a good school with
some outstanding elements. This has been achieved by the hard
work of all the staff, pupils, parents and governors of the school.

Pupils consistently demonstrate a delight in learning and very
high expectations of themselves. Their behaviour towards each
other and around the school is excellent.

The school caters for pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural
development very well. Pupils are encouraged to value all different
types of people. Pupils consistently demonstrate care and
consideration towards others.

Leadership is good because the effective action of the
headteacher, other senior leaders and governors has rapidly
improved results in writing and mathematics and enhanced the
quality of teaching.

Ofsted September 2013

Note: The school facilities can only be used for the education

of the current pupils, this restriction is due to our size and our
insurance provision. The car park lease also states