Graveney with Goodnestone Village Newsletter
November 2017

A note from the editor
With windstorm Brian howling outside as I wrote this, I was
reminded that we have firmly entered autumn and that
Christmas is now less than two months away!
This means that next month’s edition will cover Christmas
and New Year, so please feel free to share any festive ideas
or articles. The newsletter takes a break for one month in
January, so please also share any updates for 2018!

Email: graveney.goodnestone.news@gmail.com
Mobile: 07410 500 855
Chris Harding
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All Saints’ Church
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Important Notice
There was an attempted burglary in Graveney in the
evening of September 30th (three masked men seen in a
car). Separately, two swans were shot and killed by
Monskshill Road.
If you see anything suspicious report it. Contact details for
the police and neighbourhood watch on page 18.

Have your say for KCC’s 2018/19 budget
To balance KCC’s budget for 2018/19 we have to find an
estimated £66m of savings in response to additional
spending demands and reduced government grant. Our
consultation includes plans for £56m of savings with a
further £9m yet to be identified. We would really
welcome your comments on these plans as well as
suggestions as to where you think savings can and should
be made.
KCC plans to increase Council Tax by the amount
permitted under the referendum principles, including the
additional social care levy. The estimated increase for
2018-19 is 3.99% (£41.84 per year for a band C property.)
This will increase KCC’s share of the Council Tax bill for a
band C property to £1,089.68 in 2018/19.
Please visit: www.kent.gov.uk/budgetconsultation to have
your say on our proposals to fix the 2018/19 budget gap
and tell us your priorities.
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Parish Council News
The following is an edited summary of the Parish Council
meeting held Monday 9th October at 7:30pm in the Village Hall.
Attended by 5 councillors, Andrew Bowles and George Bobbin
(Borough Councillors), the Clerk and 3 members of the public.
Matters Arising:
The leaning sign that had been reported has now been fixed.
A letter of thanks was sent to the vicar for conducting the
Merchant Navy Day service.
The bus shelter will be refurbished as soon as possible. The
contractor has recommended some further work be done and
this will be considered at the next meeting.
BT have been contacted, they confirmed phone boxes are
being removed on a programme across the country.
Councillor Bobbin is happy to fund two further flags through
his members’ grant.
A letter has been sent to the owners of the Four Horseshoes
Park about the state of the site.
It appears a dog bin was never bought for Nagden; the last two
were placed at Odin’s Path and by Culmers Terrace.
The landowner of Odin’s Path has been contacted and logs
have now been placed to prevent cars parking.
Crime Report:
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The Rural Policing update refers to an abandoned vehicle in
Monkshill Road. Swans have been shot and killed at the weir.
Streetlighting:
KCC will not take on the lights unless they are in a good state
of repair but have said that removing some or all of them is
down to the PC to consider. A consultation could be
undertaken. There is not an issue with disposal of assets. It was
agreed to ask Streetlights to break down the costs of the work,
taking out the costs of new brackets and lanterns, leaving only
the work essential for safety.
Low Bridge Sign:
It is possible to install a low bridge sign at the junction of Head
Hill Road and Whitstable Road but KCC have asked for a precise
location to be identified so checks can be made for utilities etc.
It was agreed that the best location would be on the same
posts as the Goodnestone sign, with another option being
equidistant between the footway sign and the streetlight. It
was agreed to go back to KCC with these locations and if
possible proceed with the installation of the sign up to the cost
of £250 plus VAT.
Village Sign Update:
Councillor Bowles has spoken to the landowner’s
representative who will level and cultivate the area next week.
The sign is ready to go once the area is ready.
Flags:
It was agreed to purchase two union flags up to the value of
£144.
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Correspondence:
A KALC and Highways Tracker survey have been completed.
Councillor Boggia expressed an interest in the KALC AGM and
will attend as the council’s representative if possible.
Finance:
The Financial Statement and Bank Reconciliation were
provided to Councillors. A number of small payments were
approved.
Planning:
Langdon Court, Head Hill Road – Application for the provision
of a new access point, has been approved.
Graveney & Goodnestone Trust:
No meeting has been held but some applications have been
received.
Councillor Reports:
Residents are complaining about the Four Horseshoes Park
(state of the area near Head Hill Road). It was agreed to write
to the owners again with a recorded delivery letter, suggesting
a meeting with a member of the PC and a co-ordinated
approach to traffic calming.
Cyclists are using Odin’s Path despite it not being a cycle route.
There seem to be lots of lorries parking at Hilderbrands.
Councillor Boggia has surveyed the village with Councillor
Bowles looking at possible traffic calming measures. There are
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various options available; the best seems to be a 20mph zone
in the centre of the village. It was agreed to look at this in detail
at the next meeting.
A digger has taken out part of the front hedge to 2 Langdon
Manor Cottages; this will be monitored in the event that the
front garden is used for parking purposes.
Councillor Andrew Bowles reported that KCC will need to make
cuts this year due to a reduced budget. Councillor Bobbin will
be attending a presentation regarding Manston airport.
Any Other Business:
There is lots of trade at the former eco-merchant site. The new
Goodnestone Lane road signs have not yet been installed. The
Footpath Warden is doing his six month walkaround. The
Ramblers Association is helping KCC with hedges etc. The
Footpath Warden will be attending a Footpath Wardens’ Day.
Next Meeting:
The next meeting will be held on Monday 13th November 2017
at 7.30pm.

Graveney Art Group
First and Third Monday of each month, 10:00am until
12:00 noon. Back at the Freewheel Pub, until further
notice. Refreshments and good company. All for £4.00 per
morning. If you wish to know more contact:
Val

07866 984 678
7

A Message from your County Councillor
A few months ago, I commented on the large number of
changes among our local Publicans. This Autumn it is our
Church Ministry Teams which are seeing significant change.
Four members of our Clergy teams within Swale East benefices
have moved on. I attended the last Service that Rev Lorraine
Apps-Huggins officiated at in Selling Church on the 10th
September followed a week later by her last Service within the
Benefice held at Sheldwich. The latter was followed by a
farewell lunch at Sheldwich Village Hall attended by over 100
Parishioners. Whilst many of us may think of the Church as
only being active on a Sunday the work goes on seven days a
week. In the absence of an incumbent Vicar the volunteers
who do so much of the work at all times now have to “step up
to the plate”. Whilst wishing Lorraine, John and their
colleagues all the best in their future Ministries may I say thank
you to the Church Wardens, Parochial Church Council
Members and others who give so much of their time mostly
unheralded.
“All work and no play makes Jack a dull boy” is a saying I
remember from my childhood. If so I must have been pretty
dull company in September because the pace of work has been
unstinting. I did manage a day off to attend the East Kent
Ploughing Match at Quex Park although even there I seemed
to spend much of the time discussing Local Government
matters.
Among meetings which may be of especial interest were a
Briefing for Swale Borough Council Members on Air Quality, a
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major issue which I forecast is set to become far more
prominent, and the Highways England Consultation on the
long-awaited improvements to the M2 Junction 5 (Stockbury
A249) junction. The option proposed has been uniformly
condemned as totally inadequate. Engineered to a price
rather than trying to deal with the problems. I really hope the
criticism from local MPs, the County and Borough Councils,
local business organisations and politicians from every
conceivable Party will persuade Whitehall to think again.
Many of the other Meetings I attended have been of a more
routine nature including numerous Kent County Council
meetings moving towards a more Strategic Commissioning
way of working. Also, many full days of Home to School
Transport Panel Boards which I chaired.
During September I have attended Parish Councils at Ospringe,
Boughton, Dunkirk, Bapchild, Lynsted, Teynham and Hernhill
plus a public meeting at Oare Village Hall to discuss the
proposals to expand East Kent Recycling alongside Oare Creek.
On one Monday evening I attended Swale Joint Transport
Board followed immediately by the Swale Branch of the Kent
Association of Local Councils (KALC). I also attended the
quarterly Executive Meeting at Lenham in my capacity as
honorary Vice President.

Andrew Bowles
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Village Hall Events and Notices
Wednesday Club
Meet fortnightly on Wednesdays, 2:00pm at the Village Hall.
Tea, cake, bingo and chat. Subs 50 pence
Boot Fairs at Abbey School Field
Bootfairs return next year, many thanks to everyone who
participated!
Contacts:
Penny Foster
Trish Timms

01795 538732
07926 351628

Upcoming Events at the Woman’s Institute
November 8th - Claire - Medical Detection Dogs
December 13th - Christmas Party.
We meet in the Village Hall on the second Wednesday of
each month at 7.30pm. Visitors always very welcome to
attend. For further information contact:
Teresa Bowles on 07966 299648 or e-mail
teresa.bowles22@btinternet.com
Or
Sue Wraight on 01227 751361
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Update from our Footpath Warden
The marshes of Nagden, Graveney and Cleve occupy many
acres of mainly agricultural land, and on a pleasant September
afternoon, I walked northwards from Nagden, (having seen a
6 and 8 legged two headed horse, and photographs to prove
it!) across the fen and up to the estuary, turning eastwards
towards the Sportsman.
It was so peaceful, time to reflect on life and its tribulations,
seeing the harvested fields turn golden brown, new fencing
being put up: little did I know what famous events had taken
place hereabouts.
It is said that the last conflict on British soil was Bonny Prince
Charlie’s defeat at Culloden in 1746, however it was a German
Junkers 88 A1 multi-purpose bomber plane being shot down
by the RAF on the 27th September 1940 at 17:45hrs and the
crew subsequently captured that is now recognised as the last
conflict on British soil.
Once down, the crew defend the plane, and a battle ensued,
however a group of 1st Battalion A company London Irish
Rifles billeted at the Sportsman eventually won out, with no
loss of life on either side; the captured crew were then taken
to London Irish HQ at Mount Ephraim.
However, before their surrender, the crew booby trapped the
plane, but courageous commanding officer, Captain John
Cantopher disarmed the device, he was subsequently awarded
the George Medal for his bravery and actions.
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Little did I realise that my Autumn walk was exactly 77 years to
the very date of that historic event!
Forward to September 2010, the London Irish Rifles
Regimental Association held a 70th memorial service at the
Sportsman to commemorate that battle on Graveney Fen; a
plaque was unveiled which is on the wall of the Sportsman
pub.
If any of you knew any of the soldiers who were billeted at the
Sportsman, attended that ceremony, or have any other
information; please write in and let us know.
On to 1970, and the discovery of the ‘Graveney boat’,
unearthed during fen drainage work. A wooden vessel some
45ft long and 11ft wide, from Anglo-Saxon times, which had
stone and other goods on board; now preserved at the
Maritime museum at Greenwich.
Kent Wildlife Trust (KWT) manages the reserve, which
stretches from Nagden along the sea wall almost to the
Sportsman. Along the sea wall is Castle Coote bird sanctuary,
out of bounds for obvious reasons but very easy to see; even
at low tide the sanctuary was busy with sea birds etc. When
the tide is right out, as it was during my walk, it’s tempting
(though very dangerous) to try and walk across to Sheppey;
the mud flats stretching for miles in all directions.
The views from the sea wall are well worth the walk, you can
see across to Faversham, Oare, the second Sheppey crossing,
the works at Queenborough, Harty Ferry, holiday caravans on
Sheppey and the hamlet and beach of Shellness, further round
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to Whitstable; and finally, the electrical sub-station at Cleve
Hill.
Let’s not forget Cleve and Graveney marshes with the London
array sub-station, this supports the largest wind farm in the
world, and was completed in 2013, I guess many of you
remember the heavy lorries trundling through the villages at
night with the transformers etc. on them!
Having spent time that afternoon and thinking back to
September 1940, and the marshes more recent history, I
finished off my walk past the Sportsman, down along Seasalter
Road, to pick up the footpath near the sub-station following it
across Graveney Hill; down to the Old Vicarage, east along part
of Odin’s Path and up to All Saints church at Graveney.
An interesting place of worship with many hundreds of years
of history attached to it, is still very active, many thanks to the
volunteers who give of their time, every Wednesday between
April and October for a short but well informed guided tour,
and then to serve tea and biscuits; thus rounding off a nice
afternoon.
The walk from Nagden to Graveney is only about 5 miles and
took under 2 hours.
As you can read, the parish has a lot of history.
Graveney with Goodnestone footpaths warden.
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Friends of All Saints Church
OPEN DAY: At All Saints Church on Saturday November
18th, between 10am – 4pm:
** Christmas Cheer **
** Seasonal Gifts and Goodies **
** Refreshments **
Money raised goes towards the Fabric and Maintenance of
the Church
Make a Christmas Wreath for your front door... Another
date for your diary: Saturday 9th December at St. Barnabas
Centre, Boughton, organised by All Saints Church. Tickets
will be available in November. For further information on
either of these items contact: Brenda Tumber 01227 276
227

Pilgrims Hospices – Event Information
Date – Sunday 3rd December 2017
Location – The Bandstand, Central Parade, Herne Bay, CT6 5JJ
Time – Registration from 10am, run starts at 11am
There’s a choice of a 3k or 5k route with a medal for every
finisher, as well as prizes for the best accessorised outfits! Dogs
are welcome dressed up and on leads. A Santa suit is included
for everyone who registers in advance.
Advance registration recommend. For prices and to register:
www.pilgrimshospices.org/santa or call 01227 812621 or
email Deborah.Kellond@pilgrimshospices.org
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Village Hall Annual Pantomime Trip
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A Thought for the Month
Touch a Soul
Don't store your loving, healing thoughts
Or hide them all away,
But send them out to those in need,
To someone every day.
Bright shining rays of hope and joy
Can lift a heavy heart,
And as a candle lights the dark,
A warming glow impart.
A cheerful word, a friendly smile
Is sometimes all they need,
And life takes on a brighter hue
As love plants one small seed.
When there is sunshine in your world
Don't let it slip away,
But share with others, touch a soul,
And make a brighter day.

Toby Dangerfield
Plumbing And Heating
Gas registered
Boiler changes, cylinder changes, power flushes,
Large leaks, small leaks. Gas pipe changes.
All small jobs
Contact number: 01795539781
Mobile: 07810351079
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Neighbourhood Watch
Please be safe:
DO NOT LEAVE YOUR HOME UNLOCKED WHILE YOU ARE
AWAY OR AT NIGHT
DO NOT LEAVE YOUR WINDOWS OPEN WHILE YOU ARE
AWAY OR AT NIGHT
DO NOT LEAVE OUTBUILDINGS UNLOCKED
DO NOT LEAVE TOOLS OR MACHINERY IN PLAIN SIGHT
REPORT ALL INSTANCES TO THE POLICE
Use 999 if it is urgent or 101 if it is after the fact
After you have reported it to the police, notify
Neighbourhood Watch - Mr. Kevin Castle
Contact: 07749 736669 - kevincastle@btinternet.com
QUALIFIED LOCAL PLUMBER AND HANDYMAN.
No job too small.
All plumbing work.
Flat pack assembly.
Gutter replacement and cleaning.
Gardening.
Decorating.
And much more.
Peter Chambers.
07837 809608
Pjchambers48@gmail.com
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Contacts of Local Representatives
Parish Councillors:
Clare Boggia, details to be updated.
Teresa Bowles

07966 299 648

Faversham without Ward
Catherine Wilkinson

01795 591 731

Goodnestone Ward
Roger Mitchell (Vice-Chairman)

01795 532 372

Graveney Ward
Alan Stewart (Chairman)
Lesley Lound

01795 533 205
07933 350 999

Clerk to the Council:
Bex Ratchford

clerkggpc@gmail.com

Parish Website:
www.graveneywithgoodnestonepc.kentparishes.gov.uk/
Borough and County Councillor:
Andrew Bowles

01227 752 840

Borough Councillor:
George Bobbin

01227 751 388

MP:
Helen Whately

0207 219 6472
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Village Notice Boards
We now have two sets of keys for the village notice boards.
If you wish to put up a notice please contact:
Carol Mitchell

01795 532 372

Penny Foster

01795 538 732

Articles for this Newsletter
For any comments, corrections and contributions please
email: graveney.goodnestone.news@gmail.com
Please ensure all submissions are made by the 20th of each
month to ensure inclusion in the following months’ edition.
Please also get in contact if you would also like to receive a
pdf of the newsletter via email every month. Versions of
current and prior editions are available on the Parish
website:
www.graveneywithgoodnestonepc.kentparishes.gov.uk/
If you are missing a copy, please email, alternatively spare
copies are available at All Saints Church, The Freewheel
Pub and Mallards Farm Shop.
Adverts are welcome at a cost of £2 per half page. Please
get in contact via the above email or on 07410 500 855, to
discuss placing an ad.
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