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A note from the editor 

Welcome to the March edition of the newsletter. As we ease 

out of winter, it is time to get active and there is a lot 

happening locally. March marks the return of the Village Hall 

Boots Fairs at Abbey Fields School, the Friends of Graveney 

Church have a number of events arrange over the summer 

and as always Adrian at the Freewheel Pub has a full line up! 

A brief reminder, we are open for local advertising at just £2 

per half page per edition, so if you would like to place an ad, 

do get in touch. 

Email: graveney.goodnestone.news@gmail.com 

Mobile: 07920 412 250 

Chris Harding 

mailto:graveney.goodnestone.news@gmail.com
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All Saints’ Church Contacts and Notices 

VICAR: The Reverend Jean Burrows - 01227 751410 

CURATE: The Reverend Paulette Stubbings – 07713 777487  

If you or someone you know, needs a member of the local 

clergy, wishes to book a Baptism or Wedding or would like 

transport to a church service or event, please contact: The 

Reverend Gill Reed - 01795 534059 

BELL RINGERS STILL NEEDED - Training is available if you 

are interested - please contact the above number 

All Saints’ Church  
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There was no Parish Council meeting in February. The next 

meeting is Monday 13th March at 19:30 in the Village Hall. 

 

 

 

 

 

Graveney School Update 

2nd March  World Book Day – Children dress up 

as a book character 

27th March  Science week in school 

31st March  School breaks up at 2pm – Happy 

Easter to all 

18th April  School returns – Term 5 

 

For more information phone: 

Sarah Dunkin     01795 532 005 

www.graveneyprimary.com 

 

Parish Council News 

Graveney Art Group 

 First and Third Monday of each month, 10:00am until 

12:00 noon. Back at the Freewheel Pub, until further 

notice. Refreshments and good company. All for £4.00 per 

morning. If you wish to know more contact: 

Val       07866 984 678  
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" Happy New Year " Following a successful 2016, the Friends 

of Graveney Church have arranged the following events for 

2017. 

May 13th:  Open day in church, this coincides with the 

Faversham bus day where you can ride 

vintage buses to several destinations 

including the church, there is no charge for 

the ride and services will run throughout the 

day. A chance to relive your youth. 

Refreshments served all day, stalls selling 

plants, cards and gifts. 

May 21st:  Dedication of the nail cross. More details to 

follow. 

July 8th & 9th:  Flower Festival " The Alphabet ". 

Sept. 9th:  Arts and Craft . 

Nov. 18th: Friends Christmas Market. 

The Friends raise money to maintain the fabric of the church. 

We are a small group who would welcome new members, 

either helping with open days and events or becoming a 

friend, membership is only £15 per person per year or life 

membership is £150 pppy. 

For more information please phone Linda: 07961 427997 or 

Val 07866 984678. 

 

Friends of Graveney Church 
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We took advantage of the quiet period (in terms of meetings) 
at the start of the year to enjoy some winter sunshine.  I 
wanted to see Cuba now that it is open for tourists and before 
it becomes developed and ‘spoilt’.  It was well worth the effort.  
Not just the 1950’s American cars, the main highway, their 
equivalent of our M1 or M2 had carts on the inside lane pulled 
by horses or oxen.  See it if you can before it all changes as 
American tourists flood in. 
 
I attended the Kent Association of Local (Parish) Councils 
Executive Committee on Saturday 23rd.  Swale also 
represented by Swale Board Vice-Chairman David Austin from 
Sheldwich, Baddlesmere and Leaveland Parish Council.  A new 
Chairman and Vice-Chairman for the County Association Sarah 
Barker from Kings Hill Parish Council and Christopher Woodley 
from Brenchley Parish Council.  One interesting item on the 
agenda was a report from the outgoing Chairman and Vice-
Chairman of their meeting with Kent County Leader Paul 
Carter where the future shape of Local Government in Kent 
was discussed. 
 
Parish Councils I have attended in the second part of the 
month were Dunkirk and Lynsted. 
 
Another meeting which may be of interest was the Southern 
Regional Flood and Coastal Committee held in London rather 
than the usual venue of the Environmental Agency Office in 
Worthing.  This was the meeting which annually sets levy and 
agrees schemes to be funded.  Good news for Kent and indeed 
Swale this year with funding agreed for schemes at Elmley, 
Warden Bay, Mocketts and Bells Pumping Stations, Warden 

A Message from your County Councillor 
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Bay and Barton’s Point.  Over £2 million of funds for flood 
defences and habitat creation in Swale alone over the next two 
to three years. 
 
STOP PRESS 
My Participatory Budget Meeting to allow residents to decide 
distribution of my Kent County Council Grant monies was held 
on the 4th February.  Amongst successful bids were those from 
Teynham and Newnham Parish Councils towards the cost of 
defibrillators, All Saints Church Murston, Magpie pre-school in 
Boughton and Selling Village Hall Committee. 
 

Andrew Bowles 

 

There have been a lot of late nights in the House of Commons 

following the Supreme Court’s ruling that Parliament must 

vote on triggering Article 50. After hours of passionate debate, 

I voted in favour of beginning our withdrawal from the EU, as 

did a majority of MPs. Had the referendum gone the other 

way, all of us who voted remain would have expected that 

result to be honoured. The Government was elected on a 

manifesto promising a referendum. Parliament voted to hold 

that referendum. The British people voted for Brexit. Now we 

must get on with it and use this time of change to shape the 

sort of country that we want to emerge. We need an economy 

that generates opportunities for communities who feel left 

behind, an education system that prepares young people for 

tomorrow's careers and a society in which people feel valued.  

With that foundation, we can be - as we should be - 

international in outlook, welcoming to people who bring the 

A Message from Helen Whately MP 
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skills our economy needs, and optimistic about the 

opportunities of a fast-changing world.    

As well as working to secure the best Brexit deal for everyone 

in Kent, I’m pressing ahead with my campaigns for faster, more 

reliable trains, better healthcare, a ban on lorry fly-parking, 

investment in roads, fair funding for schools, and the right 

balance on housing and development. 

On trains, I’ve been surveying Southeastern train passengers 

for their views on journey times, destinations and fares before 

the franchise is renewed in 2018. So far 69% of passengers say 

trains are now less reliable than they were a few years ago. 

Commuters are also calling for better communication about 

delays, with 58% rating it as one of the most important issues. 

I did this survey because I want whoever runs the south east 

rail network in the future to have to meet – if not exceed – the 

level of service people quite reasonably expect.. I’m also 

calling for compensation for delays of 15 minutes or longer to 

be introduced immediately. I urge you to make your voice 

heard by filling out my survey on my website: 

www.helenwhately.org.uk. 

On healthcare, I recently accompanied a care worker on her 

rounds in Faversham. We visited several elderly people, most 

of whom needed help to get up, wash, get dressed, and eat. 

Most of those we visited were very frail, and I could see the 

carer’s help was enabling them to stay living at home. Along 

with the practical care she provided, her companionship was 

valuable too as the people we visited could rarely leave their 

homes. I saw first-hand what an important and demanding job 

carers do and understood better why we have a shortage of 
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care workers. This shortage means some people in this area 

are having to go into care homes when they would rather stay 

living at home, and it’s having knock-on effects on the NHS. 

Kent County Council is putting up council tax to help pay for 

social care, but not enough people are choosing to become 

carers. I’m keen to see progress on ideas to make care work 

more appealing, for instance enabling care workers to 

progress towards a nursing qualification and opportunities to 

work in hospitals as well as care homes and home visits.  

On roads, I welcomed the news that a new lane will be added 

to the A2 on the Canterbury approach. Highways England has 

accepted developer proposals to increase capacity at this 

terribly congested junction. However to properly tackle the 

traffic, Brenley Corner needs a complete overhaul; an extra 

lane can only be a temporary fix. I have written to both 

Highways England, and the Roads Minister John Hayes, 

explaining that Brenley Corner is an important part of national 

strategic infrastructure and urging them to invest in a 

comprehensive upgrade. My campaign for a ban on lorry fly-

parking is also going well. Parts of Faversham and Mid Kent 

have the highest proportion of inappropriately parked lorries 

in Kent. The County Council is proposing a network of small 

lorry parks to tackle the problem, but we also need stricter 

rules to stop drivers parking in the wrong places. I’m working 

with KCC and the Department of Transport to get this sorted.  

I’m pleased that, overall, Kent’s schools are set to get £29.5 

million extra under Government proposals to change the way 

schools are funded. But I am very concerned that Queen 

Elizabeth's Grammar in Faversham and Invicta Grammar in 

Maidstone among others could get a reduction in funding. 
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Helen Whately  
MP for Faversham and Mid Kent 

I work for you. If you have a problem you think I can help 
you with, please contact me or visit me at one of my 

surgeries 

House of Commons,  
London, SW1A 0AA 

www.helenwhately.org.uk 
Tel: 020 7219 6472;   

Email: helen.whately.mp@parliament.uk 

Upcoming surgeries  
Friday 17th March, Bearsted 

 
 

 

These schools are already among the worst funded in the 

country. They are outstanding schools, but the financial 

pressure has meant they have had to cut A Level subjects like 

German and Music, increase class sizes and make 

redundancies. I have written to Education Secretary Justine 

Greening and also urged her to address this in person at a 

recent meeting. 

As ever, if you have a problem that I can help you with please 

do contact me or visit me at one of my surgeries. You can find 

detail below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:helen.whately.mp@parliament.uk
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Village Hall Events and Notices 

Firstly, a thank you to the residents of the Four Horseshoes 

Park for the kind letter in last month’s newsletter. It was 

greatly appreciated. 

Wednesday Club 

Meet fortnightly on Wednesdays, 2:00pm at the Village 

Hall. Tea, cake, bingo and chat.  Subs 50 pence 

Contacts:  

Penny Foster      01795 538732 

Trish Timms      07926 351628 

Boot Fairs Return at Abbey School Field 

When: 26th March, start time: 8am for sellers 

Location: Abbey School, London Road, ME13 8RZ 

Cars: £8.00 (Only £5.00 for village residents) / Vans or 

Trailers: £10.00 

In aid of the Graveney Village Hall Fund. Charity number: 

1073958 

Contacts: Penny or Trish (above) 
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Upcoming Events at the Woman’s Institute 

March 8th – Ben Lewis Cocktails 

April 12th – Mike Austen - History of School Farm 

We meet in the Village Hall on the second Wednesday of 

each month at 7.30pm. Visitors always very welcome to 

attend. 

For further information contact: 

Teresa Bowles on 07966 299648 or e-mail 

teresa.bowles22@btinternet.com 

Or 

Sue Wraight on 01227 751361  

 

Toby Dangerfield 

Plumbing And Heating 
Gas registered  
Boiler changes, cylinder changes, power flushes, 
Large leaks, small leaks. Gas pipe changes. 
All small jobs 
Contact number: 01795539781 
Mobile: 07810351079 
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Each spring this dainty, blue and white summer migrant 

returns from its winter quarters in Africa south of the Sahara 

to our towns and villages to nest amongst us. They are familiar 

to us due to their habit of nesting on buildings, where they 

construct a nest made of over 1,000 beak-sized pellets of mud. 

House Martins are semi colonial. Some pairs breed on their 

own while others breed in colonies of more than 30 nests. 

Unfortunately, this species is now in trouble; the population 

has declined rapidly, by over 65% in England and House 

Martins are no longer a common sight in many of our villages 

where they were once widespread. Some of the  possible 

causes of House Martin decline include: 

- Far fewer aerial insects for them to feed on during the 

breeding season 

- Reduced suitable habitat and food during the winter 

in Africa 

- Adverse effects of weather conditions during 

migration 

- Limited access to mud for nest building 

This rapid decline in the population has prompted the British 

Trust for Ornithology to undertake research to monitor 

breeding outcomes of our remaining pairs, using 

volunteers/householders to report the nesting success of birds 

nesting on houses. 

Faversham, like many local towns, has largely lost its 

population of House Martins but Graveney still has a small but 

regular breeding population, centred mainly in Murton Place, 

Help Save Our House Martins  
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where several houses support  1 –4 nesting pairs, from where 

birds hunt insects over the surrounding farmland. 

Not all local residents welcome them because of the mess 

caused by their droppings and the noisy chattering from the 

nests when they contain young but given the perilous situation 

of this bird we should try to be more accommodating. With 

House Martins amber listed due to their population decline, it 

is inappropriate to prevent them nesting. Whilst most people 

welcome House Martins, the birds can occasionally be a 

problem if, for instance, a nest is above a door or window. 

These conflict areas can be isolated by closing the triangle 

under the eaves of a gable end with a piece of wood, fine mesh 

chicken wire, nylon mesh (although there is a danger of birds 

being trapped in this) or parallel wires stretching from the 

outer edge of the soffit board to c. 15 cm down the wall. 

Similar measures can be taken above windows. If mess is an 

issue, why not let the birds nest elsewhere on your house away 

from windows and doors? Droppings can be a problem over 

doors or windows. The simplest way to overcome this is to fix 

a shelf about 250 mm wide below the nest to catch the 

droppings. If keyhole brackets are used the shelf can be 

removed  for cleaning at intervals or at the end of the nesting 

season. Sparrows sometimes take over House Martins nests. 

Measures to prevent this are given on the RSPB website 

mentioned at the end of this article. 

Any preventative measures should be undertaken before the 

birds arrive in the spring and before they commence to nest. 

House Martins and their nests are fully protected under the 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, which makes it an offence 
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intentionally to kill, injure or take any wild bird (some bird 

species may be killed under licence). It is an offence to 

intentionally take, damage or destroy the eggs, young or nest 

of a house martin whilst it is being built or in use. So, for 

example, knocking a nest off whilst it is being built is a 

complete no no.  

The Act allows for fines up to £5,000.00 and /or a 6 month 

prison sentence for every bird, egg or nest destroyed. 

Finally, let’s help prevent this bird from disappearing from our 

countryside by either tolerating them or encouraging them to 

share our homes with us for a short summer period every year 

There is useful information on the above preventative 

measures and on artificial nestboxes on the RSPB website and 

lots of information about the house martin and taking part in 

the national survey on the BTO website. 

https://www.rspb.org.uk 

https://www.bto.org 

  Mini-Bridge  

Every Thursday, 2pm – 4pm at The Freewheel. If you’ve 

ever played any form of whist (trumps) before or if you just 

like playing cards you’ll pick the game up very easily. We 

are a small very friendly group – why not join us? If you 

want to know more you can just turn up on the day or 

contact me: Peter 01795 531 851  or  

peterppe@hotmail.co.uk 
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THE OIL OF GLADNESS IS MINE IN ABUNDANCE. I 

CHEERFULLY POUR IT INTO THE LIVES OF ALL 

 

There is a story of an old man who carried a little can of oil 

with him everywhere he went, and if he passed through a 

door that squeaked, he poured a little oil on the hinges. If 

the gate was hard to open, he oiled the latch. And thus he 

passed through life lubricating the hard places and making 

it easier for those who came after him.  

 

People called him eccentric, queer and cranky, but the old 

man went steadily on, refilling his oil can when it became 

empty and oiling the hard places he found.  

 

There are many lives that creak and grate harshly as they 

are lived day by day. Nothing goes right with them. They 

need lubricating with the oil of gladness, gentleness, und 

thoughtfulness. Have you your own oil can with you? Be 

ready with your oil of helpfulness in the early morning to 

the one nearest you. It may lubricate the whole day for him. 

The oil of good cheer to the downhearted one. Oh, how 

much it may mean! The word of courage to the despairing, 

let's speak it. 

 

A Thought for the Month 
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We’re having a Musical March at The Freewheel.  We get into 

the groove for Musical March with a Disco on Saturday 4th. 

Then on 11th it’s Open Mic. On 17th we’re holding a St 

Patrick’s Day Shindig, with a great Ulster Menu and live music. 

On 18th we have more live music with Andy Wiggins’ Tall Tales. 

On 30th come along and sing your heart out at Karaoke Night. 

Guitar Club will be held every Tuesday evening at 7.30pm. To 

Please be safe: 

DO NOT LEAVE YOUR HOME UNLOCKED WHILE YOU ARE 

AWAY OR AT NIGHT 

DO NOT LEAVE YOUR WINDOWS OPEN WHILE YOU ARE 

AWAY OR AT NIGHT 

DO NOT LEAVE OUTBUILDINGS UNLOCKED 

DO NOT LEAVE TOOLS OR MACHINERY IN PLAIN SIGHT 

REPORT ALL INSTANCES TO THE POLICE 

Use 999 if it is urgent or 101 if it is after the fact 

After you have reported it to the police, notify 

Neighbourhood Watch - Mr. Kevin Castle 

Contact: 07749 736669 - kevincastle@btinternet.com 

Neighbourhood Watch 
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complement our live music events we have a series of modern 

musical movies, starting with Moulin Rouge (3/3), then the 

outrageous Hairspray (10/3), then the moving Dreamgirls 

(24/3) and we finish with Begin Again (31/3) starring a singing 

Keira Knightly. Finally for our Musical March we have "Open 

Piano”. Our piano will be open and free for anyone to play.  

On the weekend of 25/26 March we are holding another Cycle 

Celebration Weekend. Events include a Bike Jumble, a women 

only Breeze Ride, a retro Steel Steed Ride and a Bikepacking 

Afternoon with a live link up with touring cyclists in Thailand. 

We will also relaunching The Freewheel Cycling Club. 

Amongst the regular events this month will be Astronomy 

Night on 1st at 8pm, Quiz Night on 9th at 7.30pm, Lou’s Marsh 

Walk on Sunday 12th at 10.30am and a new activity, Bingo on 

13th at 6.30pm.  

Our weekly activities continue with Bus Pass Lunch & Pizza 

Night on Wednesdays, Mini Bridge Club & Curry Night on 

Thursdays and of course Sunday Lunch, which includes 

Mothers Day on 26th (book early!). 

The Freewheel Charity of the Month is Prostate Cancer UK and 

we’ll be taking part in the World’s Biggest Pub Quiz on Sunday 

5 March as part of our fund raising activities. Call 01795 

538143 to book your team in. 

Spring & Summer - Bat & Trap - We will be taking part in the 

Canterbury Bat & Trap League this year. We already have a 

squad of 22 players so we'll be able to field one team every 

week and we’re on the way to having a second team too. If 

you’d like to join the squad please call us on 01795 538143.  
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And finally… Once again, thank you for all your continued 

support. If there’s things you’d like to see at The Freewheel, 

things you’d like to do there, then please talk to us. 
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 Village Notice Boards 

We now have two sets of keys for the village notice boards. 

If you wish to put up a notice please contact: 

Carol Mitchell    01795 532 372 

Penny Foster    01795 538 732 

Articles for this Newsletter 

For any comments, corrections and contributions please 

email: graveney.goodnestone.news@gmail.com 

Please ensure all submissions are made by the 20th of each 

month to ensure inclusion in the following months’ edition.  

Please also get in contact if you would also like to receive a 

pdf of the newsletter via email every month. Versions of 

current and prior editions are available on the Parish 

website: 

www.graveneywithgoodnestonepc.kentparishes.gov.uk/ 

If you are missing a copy, please email, alternatively spare 

copies are available at All Saints Church, The Freewheel 

Pub and Mallards Farm Shop. 

Adverts are welcome at a cost of £2 per half page. Please 

get in contact via the above email or on 07920 412 250, to 

discuss placing an ad. 

 

mailto:graveney.goodnestone.news@gmail.com
http://www.graveneywithgoodnestonepc.kentparishes.gov.uk/

