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A note from the editor 

Summer is most definitely here! I hope you have been able 

to enjoy the sunshine either here or are looking forward to 

a trip away. The newsletter will be on holiday in September, 

so please send any articles for September in by the 20th July 

for inclusion into the combined August/September edition. 

Congratulations to the Divas on Wheels event, which had 

raised £12,000 as at the 19th June, with more expected to 

come from further sponsorship and gift aid. 

If you ever miss a copy of the newsletter, do get in touch 

and also please also do subscribe to the email edition, by 

reaching out to the contact details below. 

Email: graveney.goodnestone.news@gmail.com 

Mobile: 07410 500 855 

Chris Harding 

mailto:graveney.goodnestone.news@gmail.com
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The following is an edited summary of the Parish Council 

meeting held Monday 12th June at 7:30pm in the Village Hall. 

Attended by 4 councillors, the Clerk and 2 members of the 
public. 

Parish Council News 

Many thanks to everyone who responded so generously 

with offers of a water butt for the churchyard. I was very 

touched by your kindness and community spirit.  One has 

now been installed, and we know where we can come 

should we need another. 

You may have noticed that the gates have disappeared to 

the car park the Alfreda Boggia Trust kindly provide for 

church use.  I would like to thank members of the Boggia 

family who are dealing with this and for liaising with the 

police. Also thanks to Ben and Theresa Bowles, Lauren and 

Thomas Johnson for their prompt response to the incident 

and help in this matter. 

Perhaps these and other incidents serve as a timely 

reminder that although we live in a lovely part of rural Kent 

we have to be aware that respect of private property is not 

shared by everyone. 

Many thanks, 

Gill Reed 
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Matters Arising: 

Councillor Boggia visited the former School on Cleve Hill, but 

has not managed to speak to anyone. She has emailed the 

PCSO and asked them to make an informal visit. 

Councillor Bowles has spoken to the tenant for the site of the 

village sign and provisionally agreed the location of the sign. 

The tenant is happy to clear the area and will contact 

Rochester Bridge Trust if necessary. 

Councillor Boggia contacted the Neighbourhood Watch 

Warden but had not yet heard back. She has found a website 

which lists crimes by area. Councillor Boggia will check the site 

each month and pass figures on to the clerk. 

Kent County Council (“KCC”) will order a name plate sign for 

Goodnestone Lane but are reluctant to put any other names 

on it. It was agreed to request two signs saying Goodnestone 

Lane only. 

KCC have asked if the Parish Council (“PC”) would consider 

funding any additional safety measures at the bridge. It was 

agreed that the PC might consider funding from the reserved 

highways fund and to ask KCC what measures they would 

suggest, for example, reduced speed limit and/or build outs for 

traffic calming.  

KCC raised a query over which bridge was meant and whether 

the PC would be prepared to fund a sign. It was agreed that 

the PC would pay for an additional sign to alert drivers to the 

low bridge at Seasalter. The existing sign by Monkshill Road is 

leaning at an angle. 
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For the bus shelter, the procedure to be followed to apply for 

a grant is slightly easier for a refurbishment project but a 

consultation still needs to be done. It was agreed that the clerk 

would pursue the application, Councillor Stewart would get a 

full quote from Graveney Landscaping and Councillor Mitchell 

would speak to nearby residents. 

Crime Report: 

The Kent Police Rural Update was discussed. There was an 

issue with strawberry theft at Ewell Farm and it was noted that 

the Country Eye app is being used. 

Street lighting: 

The new lantern can be made brighter (from 24W to 32W) and 

can be turned 360 degrees. The cost for supply and installation 

would be £982. There is £1000 in this year’s budget but this 

was hoped to cover three lights. It was agreed to ask 

Streetlights for other options. 

Village Sign Update: 

It was agreed to confirm the location with the tenant and 

check he has contacted Rochester Bridge Trust, get a date for 

delivery and confirm cost of installation and what site works 

are necessary prior.   

Request from ‘Concern for Health in East Kent’ (CHEK):  

Facilities are being reduced at Kent and Canterbury Hospital 

and CHEK have requested support in opposing this. Councillor 

Boggia reported that some services were moved some time 

ago and recruitment is a problem so junior doctors cannot be 
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fully supported. It was agreed to respond to CHEK with a 

general letter of support stating that local services need 

protecting but one must be realistic. 

Updated policies for review:  

a. Financial Regulations – the updated Financial Regulations 

were reviewed and approved. 

b. Equal Opportunities – the updated Equal Opportunities 

Policy was reviewed and approved. 

c. Freedom of Information – a query was raised over the 

availability of the Register of Electors. The Clerk will check. 

Correspondence: 

The invitation to fly the Red Ensign for Merchant Navy Day will 

be passed to the relevant person. Councillor Boggia to pass on 

and put in newsletter. 

A poster from Age UK will be put on the noticeboards. 

An email had been received regarding staff parking outside the 

school. Clerk to write to the headteacher and cc Cllr Andrew 

Bowles. 

Finance:  

The Financial Statement and Bank Reconciliation were 

provided to Councillors. A number of small payments were 

approved, including a payment of £295 for the repair of the 

bus shelter. 
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Planning: 

Cairn Research, School Farm. Submission of details pursuant to 

conditions 3 and 6.  Approved and noted. 

School Farm Oast. Change of use of classroom to B1 office use 

to enable whole building to become B1 use, plus erection of 

tool shed. Approved and noted. 

Graveney & Goodnestone Trust: 

The AGM has been held and the accounts will be signed off. 

Grants for the village signs and the village hall summer outing 

were approved. It was noted that residents are asking about 

the Trust and agreed that Cllr Mitchell would write an article 

for the newsletter. 

Councillor Reports: 

Councillor Bowles attended Open Farm Sunday, which was a 

success. Spoke to the Neighbourhood Watch Warden, who can 

no longer get to meetings due to work. The former Eco-

Merchant site continues to be a problem, with large lorries, 

scrap cars and people using it residentially. It was agreed to 

contact Swale Borough Council. 

Councillor Boggia raised that the church gates have been 

stolen. The fence by Bridge Cottages is still there although it 

should have been removed once the hedge had grown. The 

area around the Four Horseshoes is still an eyesore. Clerk to 

contact planning on both issues. 

Councillor Mitchell noted the work being done on potholes. 
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Councillor Stewart had strimmed the verges in Broom Street. 

Also highlighted there is an advert up in Broom Street about a 

declaration regarding the footpaths crossing agricultural land. 

Any Other Business: 

The Footpath Warden will write an article for the newsletter.  

Next Meeting: 

The next meeting will be held on Monday 10th July 2017 at 

7.30pm.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Graveney Art Group 

 

Graveney School Update 

8th & 9th July Flower Festival – All Saints Church 

19th July (10am) Leavers Assembly - All Saints Church 

19th July (2pm) Break up for summer holidays 

4th September School Returns 

For more information phone Sarah Dunkin: 01795 532 005 

www.graveneyprimary.com 

 

First and Third Monday of each month, 10:00am until 

12:00 noon. Back at the Freewheel Pub, until further 

notice. Refreshments and good company. All for £4.00 per 

morning. If you wish to know more contact: 

Val       07866 984 678  
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I always try to write my report during the first week of the 

following month. This fits well with the various Parish 

Newsletters the first deadline being the 8th of the month. 

Thinking ahead during the day yesterday as to what to include 

I little knew that late evening would bring news of the third 

recent terrorist atrocity in our Country.  Suddenly most things, 

even this week’s General Election seem so much less 

important.  Every General Election is described by the Press as 

the most important for a generation or even ever.  This time 

the description may fit.  As votes will have been cast and the 

results will be known before anyone reads my words I can be 

honest with my opinions. 

I believe the British people have a choice between a brand of 

Marxist Socialism which will take us back to Russia or Albania 

before the Berlin Wall fell (or Venezuela today) or a Capitalist 

Democracy with all its admitted failings. 

May has been a very busy month, I extended last month’s 

report to include the County Council results.  Since then we 

have had the first meeting of the new County Council.  We 

have also had Swale Borough Councils Mayor Making.  The 

new Mayor is Councillor Colin Prescott who represents that 

part of my County Division which comprises the East Downs 

Ward of Swale Borough Council, eight very scattered rural 

Parishes. 

There have been many training days and half days at County 

Hall, essential for new Members but equally useful for those 

A Message from your County Councillor 
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of us returning.  As well as the general Induction Day, I have 

attended sessions on the Code of Conduct and our 

responsibilities as County Councillors as Corporate Parents. 

After my annual meeting with the County Leader and having 

declined two job offers I was able to secure the continued 

Chairmanship of the Regulation Committee.  I shall also 

continue on the Growth, Economic Development and 

Communities Cabinet Committee. The former has 

responsibility for approving or otherwise new and diverted 

footpaths, applications for new Village Greens and oversees 

action against illegal waste sites etc., a big issue in this Division.  

The latter acts as a sounding board for Policy Development to 

the Cabinet Members of both Growth, Economic Development 

and Transport and for Communities. 

I will continue as a Member of the Health Overview & Scrutiny 

Committee, vital at this time of proposed changes within the 

Health Service Committee.  I also have Membership of two 

smaller Committees which meet less often, the Electoral and 

Boundary Review Committee which could suddenly become 

busy if the new Government goes ahead with the review of 

Parliamentary Boundaries and the Kent Flood Risk 

Management Committee.  Outside of County Hall I will 

continue to represent the County on the Environment Agency 

Regional Flood and Coastal Committee and the Kent and Essex 

Inshore Fisheries Authority as well as continuing as a Trustee 

of the Benstead’s Charity in Faversham. 

During this period, I have attended Parish Councils at Norton 

and at Ospringe (both Annual Parish Meetings) and at 

Teynham and at Hernhill plus a special Planning Committee of 
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Selling Parish Council.  Other Meetings attended include 

Chairing a meeting of the Borough’s WW1 Steering Group, the 

Kent & Medway Economic Partnership Board (a joint 

private/public sector board) and a meeting of Graveney School 

Governors. 

Outside of Local Government I enjoyed two Brilliant Saturday 

afternoons at Hernhill and Throwley Fetes respectively.  I also 

supported the Soldiers, Sailors and Air Forces Association 

Coffee Morning at Belmont House. 

A real highlight on Friday 2nd June was an all-day Conference 

on World War 1 and Africa.  It was educational, at times 

entertaining and also emotionally draining.  Serious papers 

presented by academics interspersed with poetry and African 

drumming. 

Andrew Bowles 

 

 

 

 

 

 

QUALIFIED LOCAL PLUMBER AND HANDYMAN. 
  
No job too small. 
  
All plumbing work. 
Flat pack assembly. 
Gutter replacement and cleaning. 
Gardening. 
Decorating. 
And much more. 
  
Peter Chambers. 
07837 809608 
Pjchambers48@gmail.com 

 

mailto:Pjchambers48@gmail.com
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Village Hall Events and Notices 

Wednesday Club 

Meet fortnightly on Wednesdays, 2:00pm at the Village 

Hall. Tea, cake, bingo and chat.  Subs 50 pence 

Boot Fairs at Abbey School Field 

When: 2nd, 9th and 23rd July, start time: 8am for sellers 

Location: Abbey School, London Road, ME13 8RZ 

Cars: £8.00 (Only £5.00 for village residents) / Vans or 

Trailers: £10.00 

In aid of the Graveney Village Hall Fund. Charity number: 

1073958 

Contacts:  

Penny Foster      01795 538732 

Trish Timms      07926 351628 

 

Toby Dangerfield 

Plumbing And Heating 
Gas registered  
Boiler changes, cylinder changes, power flushes, 
Large leaks, small leaks. Gas pipe changes. 
All small jobs 
Contact number: 01795539781 
Mobile: 07810351079 
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I volunteered as the footpaths warden in late 2016, and a 

major part of the role is to walk each footpath at least once 

per annum and record/report any problems; and I will 

endeavour to walk them all at least twice per annum in 

opposite direction each time. 

The parishes’ boundary is basically east of a line drawn from 

Nagden/Faversham Creek/Love Lane, along the estuary via 

Nagden and Cleeve marshes, to the Sportsman pub, then 

south to the A2 and Thanet Way; strangely there’s a bit of 

parish (and footpath) on the south side of the Thanet Way near 

where Farming World used to be.  

Strictly speaking a footpath is ‘a public right of way’ (PROW). 

All footpaths have a unique code of 2 letters, and 3 numbers, 

Upcoming Events at the Woman’s Institute 

12th July   Dick Bolton - Sir Edwin Lutyens 

9th August  Treasure Hunt  

20th August Anne Austen – Flower Arranging from the 

Hedgerow 

We meet in the Village Hall on the second Wednesday of 

each month at 7.30pm. Visitors always very welcome to 

attend. For further information contact: 

Teresa Bowles on 07966 299648 or e-mail 

teresa.bowles22@btinternet.com 

Or 

Sue Wraight on 01227 751361  

 

Graveney and Goodnestone Footpaths 
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so the path from the village hall towards Graveney church is 

ZR490, there’s a KCC sticker on the metal posts giving the paths 

code; and a phone number to report any problems.  

The phone number is 03000 41 41 41 or if you have access to 

the internet there’s plenty of links on reporting problems on 

the www.kcc.gov.uk website. 

In my experience, it’s much easier if the person who finds a 

problem reports it directly to KCC, as you have first-hand 

knowledge of the type and location of the problem. The KCC 

website has an interactive map, where you pin point the 

problem, and log it; alternatively, you can contact me via the 

parish clerk at <clerkggpc@gmail.com> 

Thus far all paths have only been walked in one direction, but 

it certainly pays to turn around and look for missing marker 

posts etc. or indeed where the path should be, as it was only 

by good map and compass work did I find one footpath- all the 

direction markers were missing when walking in one direction; 

but were very clear where the route was from the other 

direction. 

I have reported problems, and rectification work has been 

carried out, however as we are now into summer, paths and 

hedges will become overgrown, and fields ploughed over, do 

report problems but allow time for rectification work to be 

carried out, (and of course bear in mind monetary budgets) or 

the farmer to run a roller over the soil or spray crops to show 

the route; please don’t wander across a field it is after all 

private property. 
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There is a deadline of 2026 to walk and record any 

unregistered footpaths not on the ‘definitive map’, the 

‘definitive map’ is compiled and maintained by the local 

authority i.e. KCC and it is them who notify Ordnance Survey 

of any changes to footpaths etc.  

So, if you know of any footpaths in the parish that have been 

walked since time immemorial, or that inexplicably stop in the 

middle of a field for example, and are not shown on any maps 

please let KCC or me know.  

Graveney with Goodnestone footpaths warden 

 

Friends of Graveney Church 

 
 
 
 
Friends of Graveney Church are holding a Flower Festival: 
 
When:  8th & 9th  July - 10am - 4pm both days 
Venue: Graveney Church  
 
Theme of arrangements is The Alphabet. Refreshments 
served all day.  
 
For more details call Linda on 07961427997 
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Please be safe: DO NOT LEAVE YOUR HOME UNLOCKED 

WHILE YOU ARE AWAY OR AT NIGHT 

DO NOT LEAVE YOUR WINDOWS OPEN WHILE YOU ARE 

AWAY OR AT NIGHT 

DO NOT LEAVE OUTBUILDINGS UNLOCKED 

DO NOT LEAVE TOOLS OR MACHINERY IN PLAIN SIGHT 

REPORT ALL INSTANCES TO THE POLICE 

Use 999 if it is urgent or 101 if it is after the fact. After you 

have reported it to the police, notify 

Neighbourhood Watch - Mr. Kevin Castle 

Contact: 07749 736669 - kevincastle@btinternet.com 

Neighbourhood Watch 

A Thought for the Month 

An Apology: 

An apology is a friendship preserver. 

Is often a debt of honour. 

Is never a sign of weakness. 

Is an antidote for hatred. 

Costs nothing but one’s pride. 

Always saves more than it costs. 

Is needed in every home. 
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Contacts of Local Representatives 

Parish Councillors: 

Clare Boggia, details to be updated. 

Teresa Bowles    07966 299 648 

 

Faversham without Ward 

Catherine Wilkinson     01795 591 731 

Goodnestone Ward 

Roger Mitchell (Vice-Chairman)   01795 532 372  

Graveney Ward 

Alan Stewart (Chairman)   01795 533 205 

Lesley Lound     07933 350 999 

 

Clerk to the Council: 

Bex Ratchford      clerkggpc@gmail.com 

 

Parish Website: 

www.graveneywithgoodnestonepc.kentparishes.gov.uk/ 

Borough and County Councillor: 

Andrew Bowles     01227 752 840 

Borough Councillor: 

George Bobbin      01227 751 388 

 
MP (note Parliament currently dissolved): 

Helen Whately    0207 219 6472 

 

 

 

 

http://www.graveneywithgoodnestonepc.kentparishes.gov.uk/
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 Village Notice Boards 

We now have two sets of keys for the village notice boards. 

If you wish to put up a notice please contact: 

Carol Mitchell    01795 532 372 

Penny Foster    01795 538 732 

Articles for this Newsletter 

For any comments, corrections and contributions please 

email: graveney.goodnestone.news@gmail.com 

Please ensure all submissions are made by the 20th of each 

month to ensure inclusion in the following months’ edition.  

Please also get in contact if you would also like to receive a 

pdf of the newsletter via email every month. Versions of 

current and prior editions are available on the Parish 

website: 

www.graveneywithgoodnestonepc.kentparishes.gov.uk/ 

If you are missing a copy, please email, alternatively spare 

copies are available at All Saints Church, The Freewheel 

Pub and Mallards Farm Shop. 

Adverts are welcome at a cost of £2 per half page. Please 

get in contact via the above email or on 07410 500 855, to 

discuss placing an ad. 

 

mailto:graveney.goodnestone.news@gmail.com
http://www.graveneywithgoodnestonepc.kentparishes.gov.uk/

