Graveney with Goodnestone Village Newsletter
December 2017 & January 2018

A note from the editor
This is the last newsletter of 2017 and also covers January,
due to the Christmas break.
I always like to reflect back at this time of year and ask
whether I made a difference and whether things are better
now than they were 12 months ago. However, it’s the
looking forward that is most important, what can we do next
year?
Wishing everyone a very happy Christmas and New Year!
Email: graveney.goodnestone.news@gmail.com
Mobile: 07410 500 855
Chris Harding
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All Saints’ Church
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Farewell
I am writing, with a great degree of sadness to inform you that
at the end of this year I am retiring. The mounting years and
diminishing health have meant that I feel I can no longer
provide this community with the level of ministry it deserves.
And yet, I am greatly comforted that within the wider benefice
that was formed about three years ago, you have the Reverend
Jean Burrows, Vicar, the Reverend Paulette Stubbings, Curate
and Keith Clark, licensed reader who will continue to provide
ministry here. This will be enhanced by members of the
congregation at All Saints who have been providing worship
here for some lime. Each and everyone will ensure that
worship and ministry will continue in Graveney in the
foreseeable future... we are truly blessed.
I would like to thank everyone who welcomed Peter and I
when we first came to Graveney, and whose love, practical
gifts and support have meant so much has been achieved in
the last eight and half years... it has been truly amazing. Thanks
especially to the congregations of All Saints' and St
Bartholomew's, the staff at school, the village hall team,
Adrian and the staff at the Freewheel and their predecessors,
the Friends of Graveney church, the Goodnestone and
Graveney Trust and members of the local council without
whom all that has been achieved just would not have
happened.
I would like also to thank the many families who have allowed
me to share in their celebrations of marriage, wedding
anniversaries and baptisms but especially those who have
allowed me to share, if only a little, in their bereavements and
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dark times because of illness. I will always treasure those
relationships and continue to hold you in my thoughts and
prayers. My ministry among you has been a joy and privilege,
if somewhat of a learning curve at times.
Life is very much a journey, as Peter and I continue ours on a
different path, we wish you all every Blessing, Peace and Joy,
not only at Christmas and for New Year but in the years to
come, It is a time to celebrate all that has been achieved so far
and look forward with hope to a future full of promise.
Our plans of course are very much reliant on the completion
of the sale not only of our present property but of the property
we hope to purchase.... as many of us know, anything may
happen!
With our love, sincere thanks and prayers
Peter & Gill Reed

Parish Council News and Consultations
Cleve Hill Solar Farm
You will no doubt be aware by now that there is a proposal to
build a large solar farm in Graveney. The parish council is
committed to represent the interests of the local community
on this issue and seeks to maintain a dialogue with the
developer, Swale Borough Council, other agencies and of
course, residents. The council is currently considering setting
up a working party, but in the meantime would like to
encourage residents to attend one of the information sessions
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being held in December (details below) to ensure we are all as
fully informed as possible at this stage. The council will discuss
the issue at future meetings and would positively encourage
engagement from residents.
Public exhibitions are being held on:
•
•
•
•

5th December 5-8pm, Sheppey Evangelical Church,
Warden Bay Road, Leysdown, ME12 4NA
6th December 11.30am-7.30pm, Faversham Assembly
Rooms, 66 Preston St, Faversham, ME13 8PG
7th December 1.30-8pm, Graveney Village Hall,
Graveney, Faversham, ME13 9DN
8th December 12.30-4.30pm, Seasalter Christian
Centre, Faversham Road, Whitstable, CT5 4AX

Parish council meetings over the next few months will be held
at the village hall on:
•
•
•
•

Monday 11th December 2017 at 7.30pm
Monday 8th January 2018 at 7.30pm
Monday 12th March 2018 at 7.30pm
Monday 9th April 2018 at 7.30pm

Please keep an eye on our website
(www.graveneywithgoodnestonepc.kentparishes.gov.uk) for
any future updates or feel free to contact the clerk with any
queries.
Streetlighting
As you may be aware, Graveney with Goodnestone Parish
Council manages and maintains 13 streetlights throughout the
parish. They are in the following locations:
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1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.

Junction of Head Hill Road with Goodnestone Lane
Opposite The Freewheel
Opposite Bridge Cottages
Before the bridge next to the car park
Faversham side of the footbridge
School side of the footbridge
Outside All Saints View
Driveway to Denley Hall
Junction of Seasalter Road and Cleve Hill
Junction of Seasalter Road and Sandbanks Road
Opposite Vinson Close
Adjacent to Plantation House
Adjacent to the village hall

Most of these lights are in a state of some disrepair and need
extensive work. The lights themselves are also old and will
eventually fail and need replacing. The replacements would be
with LED lanterns as this reflects local and national policy. Our
contractor has informed us that the total cost of this work
would be over £8000 and the parish council would need to find
this money.
The parish council is therefore considering turning off and
eventually removing some of the lights listed above. The lights
in the centre of the village (2, 3, 5 and 6) would be kept as
these are integral to future proposals for traffic calming, but
the others, many of which require significant repairs, would be
removed. We are, however, keen to hear public opinion on this
issue, bearing in mind that if all the lights are kept the precept
will need to be raised, which will have an impact on your
council tax. If you would like to make your views known please
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speak to one of your councillors or contact the clerk on the
details below.
Community Award Scheme
The Kent Association of Local Councils, of which we are a
member, operates an annual Community Award Scheme,
where a local person is recognised for contributions to the
local community. Graveney with Goodnestone Parish Council
would like to take part this year and is therefore asking for your
help to nominate those you feel deserve this recognition.
Nominees must live or work within the parish boundary and
will receive a certificate signed by the High Sheriff of Kent, the
Chairman of KCC and the KALC Chairman. There are no specific
criteria for nominations but you might like to consider
someone who has shown long and sustained service to the
community, achievements or actions of an inspiring nature or
activities which have reflected credit or brought benefit to the
parish.
If you would like to nominate someone, please contact the
parish clerk with the person’s name and the reason for your
nomination in no more than 30 words.
Contact details:
Cllr Alan Stewart – 01795 533205
Cllr Roger Mitchell – 01795 532372
Cllr Clare Boggia – 01795 535719
Cllr Teresa Bowles – 07966 299648
Cllr Lesley Lound – 01795 597849
Cllr Catherine Wilkinson – 01795 591731
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Parish Clerk – Bex Ratchford – 07941 987691 or
clerkggpc@gmail.com

Parish Council Meeting
The following is an edited summary of the Parish Council
meeting held Monday 13th October at 7:30pm in the Village
Hall. Attended by 6 councillors, Andrew Bowles and George
Bobbin (Borough Councillors) and the Clerk.
Matters Arising:
Kent County Council have agreed that putting the low bridge
sign on the same posts as the Goodnestone sign would be
sensible; costs have been requested and are awaited.
Flags have been purchased.
The Highways Tracker survey has been completed online.
A recorded delivery letter has been sent to the owners of Four
Horseshoes Park regarding the state of the plot near the road.
Signs for Goodnestone Lane have been installed.
Crime Report:
There was no crime report available but the number of crimes
has increased in the last month.
Street Lighting:
Streetlights have provided costs of the essential work. The
advice from KCC Highways LED team is to consider the work
necessary for the lights in the centre of the village, especially
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if traffic calming is being considered but to turn off the other
lights as a Health and Safety measure until a decision has been
made. It was agreed to ask Streetlights to do the work on lights
opposite The Freewheel, opposite Bridge Cottages, Faversham
side of the footbridge and school side of the railway bridge and
to write an article to go in the newsletter about the possibility
of switching the other lights off, with the reasons why, and to
ask for responses from residents.
Traffic Calming:
Councillors considered the proposals brought by Councillor
Boggia and Councillor Bowles to install a 20mph zone in the
centre of the village and it was agreed to write to KCC asking
about feasibility and costs.
Bus Shelter
It was agreed to proceed with the extra work recommended
(bench sanding, seat varnishing and painting of legs) at a cost
of £75.
Training:
A list of current training courses was provided and councillors
were encouraged to attend.
Dog Bin:
It was agreed to purchase one red 35 litre dog bin to go at
Nagden at a cost of £174.47 plus fixings.
KALC Community Awards Scheme 2018:
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It was agreed to adopt the KALC Community Awards Scheme
and to ask residents for nominations in the newsletter.
Swale Borough
Involvement:

Council

Statement

of

Community

It was agreed that Councillor Stewart would respond on behalf
of the council.
Correspondence
Councillor Stewart has responded to the KCC draft budget
consultation.
The boundary review of parliamentary constituencies will put
the parish within Canterbury and Faversham in future.
Residents have emailed complaining about the eco-merchant
site and been advised to contact SBC direct as there is little the
Parish Council can do. It was noted that there is a lot of activity
at the site, particularly with car transporters.
The law on Data Protection is changing next May and the
duties on councils will be more onerous. It was agreed to look
at this and the ramifications in more detail early next year.
A resident has emailed about the phone box light being on
constantly. The response from BT is that the light would
normally be on 24 hours a day and will be turned off when the
box is removed.
The insurance is due for renewal. It was agreed to look at this
at the next meeting.
Finance:
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The Financial Statement and Bank Reconciliation were
provided to Councillors. A number of small payments were
approved.
Planning:
Country Park View, Cleve Hill – demolition of existing
structures and erection of a storage and office building,
approved and noted.
Graveney & Goodnestone Trust:
A meeting has been held and some grants made. Another
request has since been received.
Councillor Reports:
Councillor Boggia: Concern has been raised over a resident’s
access to the highway. Cars parking outside All Saints View are
obscuring vision of the road; it was agreed to monitor this and
write to the housing association. Clerk to write to housing
association. Lorries are parking on verges. It was suggested to
plant bulbs on the bank by the Goodnestone sign and by the
railway bridge.
Councillor Lound: The pub has installed some fixed signs in the
village. It was suggested that the school could obtain signs to
put up outside to discourage parking. Clerk to write to the
school.
Councillor Bowles: The horse chestnut tree at the school has
been cut down due to disease.
Reports from Borough and County Councillors:
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Councillor Bowles has attended a meeting regarding potential
lorry parks and one of the proposed sites is in Graveney.
Next Meeting:
The next meeting will be held on Monday 11th December 2017
at 7.30pm.

Support the Newsletter
Firstly, thank you to Gill and Pete who have supported the
newsletter over many years. You will be greatly missed by
the community.
Volunteers are needed to deliver the newsletter for
Graveney village (houses close to the Freewheel up to the
Bridge) and also for the houses in Faversham Without
(Graveney Road and Homestall Lane).
Extra copies of the newsletter will be left at the Freewheel
Pub and Mallards Farm Shop if no volunteers are able to
deliver. You can also sign up for the email version by
emailing graveney.goodnestone.news@gmail.com

Graveney Art Group
First and Third Monday of each month, 10:00am until
12:00 noon. Back at the Freewheel Pub, until further
notice. Refreshments and good company. All for £4.00 per
morning. If you wish to know more contact:
Val

07866 984 678
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A Message from your County Councillor
As many residents read my monthly report in the printed
edition of their local magazines this will be, for some, the last
Report they read from me before Christmas. May I therefore
wish you all a Happy and Peaceful Christmas and New Year.
I am changing the format this month by leading with the major
part of my Council Leader’s Report to the October Full Meeting
of Swale Borough Council. This is due to how strongly I feel on
this subject.
Planning for the Right Homes in the Right Places - Central
Government Consultation Proposals
“After prolonged debate and discussion the Swale Local Plan
was recently approved. This makes it clear to developers that
if they are going to build, it will be where we, i.e. the Borough
Council acting as the voice of our Local Communities, say they
can build.
As you will all know whilst we were preparing the Plan the
goalposts changed and the Housing Target (calculated using
the method insisted on by Central Government) was increased
beyond anything we had ever seen delivered in Swale. We
argued it was unrealistic, but nonetheless when instructed we
made the unpalatable choices that needed to be made because
the risk of having no agreed Plan was even worse.
But, as we argued from the start would happen, developers are
failing to build the new homes quickly enough. So now, the five
year rolling targets aren’t being met so consequently the target
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increases and the newly agreed Plan loses its strength as a
defence against unwelcome Developments.
And the Governments suggested response?
targets again!

Increase the

The current Consultation on further changes to the Planning
System with a one size fits all Housing Target imposed on Local
Authorities would take the numbers of homes expected to be
built from what could charitably be described as “optimistic”
into the realms of fantasy.
We really can’t sit here quietly without raising the loudest
possible objection to this nonsensical approach. Having even
higher targets, which everyone knows will not be delivered,
stands only to make the whole planning system irrelevant. We
cannot have the future of our Borough determined totally by
Government Planning Inspectors sent up from Bristol. It is time
the people of the South East led, one would hope, by their
elected representatives both National and Local stood up
together to say NO.
We need a Planning System which allows the people of Swale
and indeed the wider South East a realistic say in determining
the future of their Communities and their Environment.”
I realise there is a Housing Crisis, not just the problem of
Homeless people on our streets but also many of our children
and grandchildren are not able to afford to buy or even to rent
a local home. Therefore, not all of you will agree with the
sentiments of my Report to Full Council. I would really
appreciate your views; do you agree with me that enough is
enough or would you support extra housing? If more houses
are to be built can we really support a system that excludes
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local opinion and your locally elected and accountable
Councillors?
My diary during October was to a very large part filled with
Kent County Council Committees. Several meetings of both
the Strategic Commissioning Board and the back-bench
Commissioning Advisory Board. This all brought about by our
County seeking to change the way in which it commissions
services to cope with a vastly reduced Budget.
I have also this month chaired further all-day sittings of the
County Council’s Home to School Transport Appeals Panels.
Parish Councils attended in October comprised of Tunstall,
Graveney, Newnham, Dunkirk and Oare. I have also
represented Swale at meetings of both Kent Council Leaders
and North Kent Leaders.
Looking ahead November and December are likely to be
dominated by major Planning Applications. Applications to
expand East Kent Recycling at Oare Creek, to increase the
number of Gypsy and Traveller Pitches at Brotherhood Wood
in Dunkirk, and for a large (largest in Europe?) solar farm on
Cleve and Nagden Marshes in Graveney will all be challenging.
I am already working closely with local residents, action groups
and Parish Councils on responding to all three applications.

Andrew Bowles
Important Notice:
There has been further vandalism in the village, where a
garage and car broken into. Stay alert and make sure
neighbours are watching your property if you are away.
16

Village Hall Events and Notices
Wednesday Club
Meet fortnightly on Wednesdays, 2:00pm at the Village Hall.
Tea, cake, bingo and chat. Subs 50 pence
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Graveney Village School
1st December - Graveney School Christmas Fayre (3-5pm)
Please come along. All welcome
14th December - Christingle Service at All Saints Church. All
welcome
20th December - Break up for Christmas
Graveney School raised:
-

£142 for MacMillan Coffee Morning
£118 for Children in Need
£94.95 Jeans For Genes Day
We are awaiting the total amount for this year’s
Poppy Appeal.

Staff & Children wish you all a Merry Christmas & Happy
New Year.

Upcoming Events at the Woman’s Institute
December 13th - Christmas Party
January 10th - Tony Cooper - Wicked & Wonderful Women
We meet in the Village Hall on the second Wednesday of
each month at 7.30pm. Visitors always very welcome to
attend. For further information contact:
Teresa Bowles on 07966 299648 or e-mail
teresa.bowles22@btinternet.com
Or Sue Wraight on 01227 751361
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Xmas Quiz
A quick festive quiz... Answers in the next newsletter so no
googling in the meantime!
1. How many birds are in the 12 Days of Christmas carol?
2. Which one of Santa’s reindeer is famous for spreading
love and festive cheer?
3. It is technically illegal to eat what festive food on
Christmas day?
4. In feet what is the tallest snowman ever built?
a. 96ft, b.102ft, c.113ft or d. 121ft?
5. What is the most commonly eaten food on Christmas
day in Japan?
6. Which short film debuted on Boxing Day 1982?
7. Which country is St. Nicholas originally from?
8. Douglas, Fraser and Noble are all types of what?
9. What is a baby reindeer called?
10. In what book is it 'always winter but never Christmas'?

Toby Dangerfield
Plumbing And Heating
Gas registered
Boiler changes, cylinder changes, power flushes,
Large leaks, small leaks. Gas pipe changes.
All small jobs
Contact number: 01795539781
Mobile: 07810351079
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Christmas is coming making December a busy and exciting
month at The Freewheel
This month, to make things a bit more fun as we get nearer to
Christmas, we’re launching Cheer Up Tuesday! Bring a friend
to The Freewheel for breakfast or lunch on a Tuesday and buy
one meal and get a second half price.
We’ve still got some spaces for Christmas Party Bookings.
Ellen & Stephen have created a great menu. You can have two
courses for £15 and three courses for £20. You can book your
Christmas Party for lunch or dinner. You just need a party of
eight people. Call us on 01795 538143 for more information
and to book.
The second round of our winter Roller Racing series will be
held on Friday 8th at 7.30pm. The first round was very exciting
with the final being won by a hair’s breadth.
On Thursday 21st at 7.30pm come along and sing Christmas
Carols. Chris will be back on the piano leading proceedings. On
Christmas Day we’ll be open for pre-lunch drinks from 12 to
2pm.
Tickets are now on sale for our New Year’s Eve Party. We’ll be
Dancing in the New Year this time with a disco all evening.
There will be a buffet and everyone gets a glass of fizz to see
in the New Year.
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The Freewheel December Calendar is as busy as ever. Of
special note this month are:
Marsh Meander with Lou at 10am on Sunday 3rd
Art Club at 10am on Mondays 4th & 18th
General Ignorance Quiz Night at 7.30pm on Thursday 14th
Roller Racing at 7pm on Friday 8th
Open Mic on Saturdays 9th & 23rd
Karaoke on Friday 29th
Charity Steel Steed Ride on Sunday 31st
The weekly activities also continue including Bus Pass lunch
every Wednesday (Just £7 for a main, pudding and hot drink),
Roast Lunch every Sunday, Curry Night every Thursday, Bridge
Club at 2pm every Thursday, Guitar Club at 7.30pm on
Thursday, Friday Night Supper and Saturday Dinners.

QUALIFIED LOCAL PLUMBER AND HANDYMAN.
No job too small.
All plumbing work.
Flat pack assembly.
Gutter replacement and cleaning.
Gardening.
Decorating.
And much more.
Peter Chambers.
07837 809608
Pjchambers48@gmail.com
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A Christmas Reflection
About 500 years ago the German theologian Martin Luther was
walking through some woods near his home. It was the week
before Christmas. He was thinking about the Coming of the
Christ-Child Jesus and wondering how he could celebrate the
Saviour's birth at Bethlehem.
Looking up at the beautiful fir trees laden with sparkling snow,
Martin had a wonderful idea! He would chop down a little fir
tree, take it indoors and decorate it with candles, in honour of
JESUS the LIGHT of the WORLD. And so originated the first
decorated Christmas tree.
Church candles remind us of the Light of Christ. We see them
shining on the altar each Sunday. At Baptism services a lighted
candle is given and we say "Shine as a light in the World, to the
Glory Of God the Father."
A prayer used at Sandringham Church is: "The CANDLE is a SIGN
of our prayers and the offering of our lives in the service of
Christ; of our prayers for others that they too might be
strengthened in their faith and love of Our Lord;
The CANDLE is a SYMBOL of all those who, through the ages,
have SHONE AS LIGHTS in the darkness of the world, and of
their prayers for us;
The CANDLE is a WITNESS that this is a place of prayer, a place
where people have knelt in worship through the centuries — to
acknowledge that THE CHILD of MARY is the SON of GOD.
O God, our Father, source of Eternal Life, FILL THE HEARTS OF
ALL BELIEVERS WITH THE LIGHT OF FAITH." Amen
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Trees of Love: A festive remembrance
Remember family and friends at Christmas by dedicating a
beautiful dove to hang on our illuminated Trees of Love.
Trees of Love provides a special and personal way to
remember those dear to us who we aren’t able to spend time
with over Christmas. We invite you to dedicate a dove which
will hang on our beautiful Trees of Love and be illuminated
throughout the festive season.
Join us in for a seasonal remembrance service with carols, at
which we will switch on the Trees of Love lights.
The 2017 date for your diary: Saturday 9 December 2017 at
5pm at the Pilgrims Hospices in Ashford, Canterbury and
Thanet. For more information visit:
http://www.pilgrimshospices.org/supporting-pilgrimshospices/pilgrims-give-in-memory/trees-of-love/

Recipe of the Month
A super simple recipe for homemade Cranberry Sauce…
Ingredients:
250g of cranberries
100g light brown sugar
100ml orange juice
Feel free to add other ingredients to suit your taste, Port
Cointreau, orange zest, ginger….
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Method:
Add the sugar and orange juice into a pan. Bring to boil.
Once boiling, stir in the cranberries, then simmer until
tender but still holding their shape – this will take about 5
mins if using frozen cranberries or 8-10 mins if using fresh.
The sauce thickens when cools.
Keeps for about a week in the fridge.

Neighbourhood Watch
Please be safe:
DO NOT LEAVE YOUR HOME UNLOCKED WHILE YOU ARE
AWAY OR AT NIGHT
DO NOT LEAVE YOUR WINDOWS OPEN WHILE YOU ARE
AWAY OR AT NIGHT
DO NOT LEAVE OUTBUILDINGS UNLOCKED
DO NOT LEAVE TOOLS OR MACHINERY IN PLAIN SIGHT
REPORT ALL INSTANCES TO THE POLICE
Use 999 if it is urgent or 101 if it is after the fact
After you have reported it to the police, notify
Neighbourhood Watch - Mr. Kevin Castle
Contact: 07749 736669 - kevincastle@btinternet.com
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Contacts of Local Representatives
Parish Councillors:
Clare Boggia, details to be updated.
Teresa Bowles

07966 299 648

Faversham without Ward
Catherine Wilkinson

01795 591 731

Goodnestone Ward
Roger Mitchell (Vice-Chairman)

01795 532 372

Graveney Ward
Alan Stewart (Chairman)
Lesley Lound

01795 533 205
07933 350 999

Clerk to the Council:
Bex Ratchford

clerkggpc@gmail.com

Parish Website:
www.graveneywithgoodnestonepc.kentparishes.gov.uk/
Borough and County Councillor:
Andrew Bowles

01227 752 840

Borough Councillor:
George Bobbin

01227 751 388

MP:
Helen Whately

0207 219 6472
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Village Notice Boards
We now have two sets of keys for the village notice boards.
If you wish to put up a notice please contact:
Carol Mitchell

01795 532 372

Penny Foster

01795 538 732

Articles for this Newsletter
For any comments, corrections and contributions please
email: graveney.goodnestone.news@gmail.com
Please ensure all submissions are made by the 20 th of each
month to ensure inclusion in the following months’ edition.
Please also get in contact if you would also like to receive a
pdf of the newsletter via email every month. Versions of
current and prior editions are available on the Parish
website:
www.graveneywithgoodnestonepc.kentparishes.gov.uk/
If you are missing a copy, please email, alternatively spare
copies are available at All Saints Church, The Freewheel
Pub and Mallards Farm Shop.
Adverts are welcome at a cost of £2 per half page. Please
get in contact via the above email or on 07410 500 855, to
discuss placing an ad.
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