


   GRAVENEY with GOODNESTONE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT GRAVENEY VILLAGE HALL
On Monday 13th July 2026 at 7:00pm.





PRESENT
Cllrs Alan Stewart, Teresa Bowles, Catherine Wilkinson, Tom King, Lesley Lound, Clare Boggia.  Footpath Warden, Southeast Water Representatives, PC Jacob Boosey and 38 members of Public.


48. Apologies for Absence.
Apologies received from Cllr Mike Newman, and it was agreed that Cllr Alan Stewart would act as Chair for the meeting and Cllr Alastair Gould (SBC).


Absent:  Cllr Rich Lehmann (SBC & KCC).

49. Declarations of Interests.
None.


50. Attendance by South East Water representative followed by an adjournment to allow questions from residents.
Arif Khan, Gurvir Singh Bahra, Holly Venables, Tracey Reid, Rob Warlow and Matthew Braybrook presented their works with the following proposals:
*  Rolling road closure of Head Hill Road from Thursday 27th August 2026
*  Duration of five months
*  Reopening the road for the Christmas period from Friday 11th December 
*  Extended working hours during the project
*  Agreed a shuttle bus service with Regent Coaches
*  Traffic marshalls in place seven days a week to keep traffic flowing
*  Communications 

It was confirmed that the SGN works were completed in December 2026 and South East Water approached the Kent Highways team about the project in January 2026 which is why there was no cross collaboration.  The works will take longer than the SGN works as Southeast Water need to use open cut trenching with deep excavations due to the presence of other utility services.  Disruption will be minimised as much as possible.  Kent Highways have provided Southeast Water and Clancy with details of the issues faced during the SGN works, teething problems are to be expected however, it is believed that with this knowledge the project should run smoothly.  It was confirmed that compensation would only be considered for businesses affected by the long term projects.
Southeast Water will post weekly updates on the web page for the project and will continue to liaise with stakeholders throughout the work via email and phone calls as required.
It was suggested that a weekly call should be put into place to discuss any issues that may arise.
Traffic Marshalls will be located at the following places:
*  Two at the junction of Monkshill Road/Seasalter Road
*  One at the junction of Highstreet Road/Waterham Road
*  One at the northern end of Waterham Road
*  One at the junction of Highstreet Road/Plumpudding Lane

Marshalls will be in pairs to allow for welfare breaks.
It was confirmed that no future works are planned for Head Hill Road but it cannot be guaranteed that there will not be further work required in other areas.
Traffic Marshalls will be working 7am to 7pm and this will be under regular review and further hours can be discussed if they are required.  There will be an out of hours number available on all signage.

The project involves replacing 700 metres of water pipes along Head Hill Road, access to homes and businesses will be maintained but there will be no through access for the duration of the works.  The works will pause on 11th December 2026 to help local trade over the Christmas period before resuming in January.
Closures will be signposted in advance and signage for each diversion will be in place throughout the works.
A community drop in event for members of the public to discuss the project will take place at the Graveney Village Hall between 4.30pm and 7pm on Tuesday 21st July 2026.  Plans will also be presented to Hernhill Parish Council on Wednesday 29th July 2026.
The purpose of the works is to assist with good pressure and increased usage in future.
Southeast Water informed the parish council that the road is not wide enough to use traffic lights alongside the works.  Letters will be issued to give the public 48 hours’ notice of water needing to be turned off and any properties affected will be for hours only.  Southeast Water will be communication with the parish clerk to ensure all parishioners are kept informed.

51. Kent Police Beat Officer – Crime Report/NHW Update.
PC Jacob Boosey was in attendance and shared with the parish council that there was one crime reported on 9th June 2026 at Warm House Lane, Graveney involving an attempted theft, two people have been arrested and enquiries are still ongoing.
There were no incidents of anti-social behaviour reported.
The Footpath Warden highlighted the issue of the motorcycle within the parish which the police will look into.

52. Cleve Hill Solar Park Development Update.
Cllr Teresa Bowles and Alan Stewart have both had problems communicating with Cleve Hill.  A community newsletter was distributed in June and Cleve Hill are now in the operational stage of the development.  Trevor Peterson is the main contact now.  Cllr Alan Stewart has been requesting an updated action list.  The community benefits submitted further grants in May.  Cllr Clare Boggia highlighted that there have been issues with water on the roads which SGN still need to address.  Cleve Hill will do a final survey with Kent Highways and a representative from the parish council to create a list of remedial works required which is believed to take place early next year.

53. To approve the minutes of the Monthly Parish Council meeting held Monday 8th June 2026.
Cllr Alan Stewart proposed the minutes which were seconded by Cllr Tom King and agreed to be a true representation of the meeting held on Monday 8th June 2026 and were signed by Cllr Alan Stewart.


54. Community Resilience Plan.
Nothing further to report.  Cllr Mike Newman and Cllr Tom King will provide an update at the next parish council meeting.

55. Website Update.
No further updates as Cllr Mike Newman was not present.

Action 55:  Clerk to add Website Update to September agenda.

56. New Bank Account.
The parish clerk confirmed that we were waiting for the Lloyds Bank account to be opened.

Action 56:  Clerk to add New Bank Account to September agenda.

57. IT Policy.
Adjourned to next meeting as Cllr Mike Newman was not present.

Action 57:  Clerk to add IT Policy to September agenda.

58. Bus Shelter Refurbishment.
Cllr Tom King informed the parish council that the Bus Shelter refurbishment is a large project and will take three days to complete.  The bus shelter will be covered in Zinsser White Paint.  The bench is also beyond repainting, and it is believed a black Zinsser paint should be used.  The material has been quoted at £245 and the labour at £650 bringing a total of £895 which falls within the budgeted sum.  Cllr Alan Stewart believes the daily rate is very reasonable.  Payment would be required on the day of completion.
The parish council unanimously agreed that this work should comment with payment arranged at the September parish council meeting.

59. Matters arising (for information only).
Action 139c – Ongoing.
Action 52a – Ongoing.
Action 64b – Ongoing.
Action 182c – Ongoing.
Action 40a – Complete.
Action 40b – Complete.
Action 40c – Ongoing – Notice of rights has been placed on the noticeboard.
Action 41 – Complete.
Action 43 – Complete – wrote to Stephen Wilson regarding the kerb and it was confirmed that Kent Highways would be liable for any repair.  Cllr Alan Stewart reported this on 17th June 2026.

60. Highway Improvement Plan – Update.
Pending completion of Cleve Hill Works.  There are funds in reserves for the Highway Improvement Plan.

61.   Footpath Warden.
It was confirmed that Ben has completed some clearance on the hill and thanks was given.
Cleve Hill are yet to complete the permissive footpath.
  
62. Correspondence.
34 Standard items received plus 2 planning applications.
Cllr Alan Stewart highlighted item 17 and confirmed that Staple Street Road will be closed on 18th July 2026 for the wheelie bin race.

63. Finance.
a.  Financial statement and bank reconciliation – Proposed by Cllr Alan Stewart and seconded by Cllr Tom King.  Cllr Alan Stewart noted that all funds have been moved from the reserves account to the current account in readiness of the switch over to Lloyds Bank.
b.  Budget Variance Report – April, May and June 2026 – Cllr Alan Stewart noted that the only anomaly relates to S.137 which is due to the Grantscape funds of £1,220 for the Grantscape funding however, all amounts are within budget currently.
c.  For information a payment of £1,940 came in from Grantscape leaving a balance of £3,940 available. 
d.  Payments:
i.  SSE Footway Lighting July 2026 (for info only – paid by D/D)
ii.  Clerk Salary – July 2026 - £267.42   – Proposed by Cllr by Cllr Alan Stewart and seconded by Cllr Tom Kind.
iii.  HMRC – PAYE Payment for Month 4 July 2026 -  £193.62 – Proposed by Cllr Alan Stewart and seconded by Cllr Tom King.
iv.  Clerk Salary – August 2026 - £267.42 – Raised early for payment in August due to the parish council not meeting in August – Proposed by Cllr Alan Stewart and seconded by Cllr Tom King.
v.  HMRC Month 5 August 2026 – 193.62 – Raised early for payment in August due to the parish council not meeting in August – Proposed by Cllr Alan Stewart and seconded by Cllr Tom King.
vi.  Clerk Office Expenses – Ink x2 - £103.21 – Proposed by Cllr Alan Stewart and seconded by Cllr Catherine Wilkinson.
vii.  The Lawn Ranger – Invoice 312 - £150 – Proposed by Cllr Alan Stewart and seconded by Cllr Theresa Bowles.
viii.  Streetlights – Invoice 15915 Maintenance 4 of 4 - £159.26 – Proposed by Cllr Alan Stewart and seconded by Cllr Tom King.
ix.  Per Pro Services Ltd – Invoice for Internal Audit - £180 – Proposed by Cllr Alan Stewart and seconded by Cllr Tom King.
All cheques were signed by Cllr Alan Stewart and Cllr Tom King.


64. Planning.
REF 26/502118/FULL – Section 73 – Application for minor material amendment to approved plans condition 2 (to allow alterations to approved dwelling, including removal of link wall to the existing dwelling, alterations to fenestration, and lift conversion with 1no. front dormer and 5no. rooflights) pursuant to 25/503211/FULL for – Conversion of existing detached garage and outbuilding to 1no. dwelling house – Denley Hall, Seasalter Road, Graveney ME13 9ED.
Cllr Alan Stewart informed the parish council that this application follows on from the planning application submitted on 9th March 2026 for the conversion to the residential unit.  This amendment revises the internal layout.
The application was reviewed and discussed.  It was agreed that there were no objections however, the parish council wish to safeguard that there are no independent properties on Seasalter Road.

Action 64a:  Cllr Alan Stewart to draft a response to this planning application for review and circulation prior to submission to the planning inspectorate.

REF 26/502282/FULL – Erection of a detached double garage and store with gym in roof space – Denley Hall, Seasalter Road, Graveney ME13 9ED.
Cllr Alan Stewart informed the parish council that this application consists of erecting a garage block on the right hand side of the main entrance which would contain a garage and storage area.  The proposal is similar to a recent application in Broom Street.
The parish council have no objections, however, would not wish to see any future independent residential unit approved.

Action 64b:  Cllr Alan Stewart to draft a response to this planning application for review and circulation prior to submission to the planning inspectorate.

Planning Update – Pending Applications.

Cllr Alan Stewart informed the parish council that the erection of polytunnels at Ewell Farm had been granted and details of surface water drainage plans as per condition 7 had been provided.

Langdon Manor – The static caravans are still pending a decision.

Langdon Manor Farm – The conversion of the farm building to two residential units is still awaiting decision.

Land at junction of Seasalter Road and Monks hill Road – Application for stable block is still awaiting a decision.

Head Hill Road – The hedge planting has still not taken place.  Cllr Alan Stewart confirmed that an email has been sent to Laura Boozer who will reopen this file and investigate further.




65. Graveney with Goodnestone Trust.
Cllr Alan Stewart informed the parish council that this was now moving forward and that a draft of the transfer deeds was now with the solicitors who were representing the school.
The parish council will need to be party to a separate deed in the event the school would close to safeguard the land.  Cllr Alan Stewart will present the deeds for approval with the parish council to agree and obtain professional advice if required.

66. Reports from Parish Councillors.
Cllr Catherine Wilkinson – Informed the parish council that the marker had been removed from the field at Seasalter Road which will be reported online.
Cllr Teresa Bowles – Nothing to report.
Cllr Tom King – Nothing to report.
Cllr Lesley Lound – Nothing to report.
Cllr Clare Boggia – Queried how the applications are presented to the parish council that are submitted to Grantscape.  It is believed that any applications should be submitted to the parish council and then discussed and agreed by the parish council at a parish council meeting.  Any applications from the parish council should also be discussed, agreed and placed in the minutes of a parish council meeting.  It was agreed that this be placed as an agenda item for the September parish council meeting to discuss formally.
Cllr Alan Stewart – Informed the parish council that Broom Street has had some resurfacing over the weekend repairing 26 potholes.  
There is an increasing number of bags of dog waste being left and not placed in bins.  It was requested that we place a notice on social media highlighting to all that dog waste bins can be placed in the ordinary waste bins.

Action 66:  Clerk to add Grantscape Application process to September agenda.

67. Reports for Borough and District Councillors (if present).
Not present.
Cllr Rich Lehmann (SBC & KCC) will be returning into a normal working pattern shortly.


68. Any other business (for information only).
Nothing to report.

69. Date of next meeting – Monday 14th September 2026.

70. Close of meeting.
The meeting was closed by Cllr Alan Stewart at 9.55pm.








Signed………………………………………………………………….Date …………………………………..













