


   GRAVENEY with GOODNESTONE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT GRAVENEY VILLAGE HALL
On Monday 8th June 2026 at 7:00pm.





PRESENT
Cllrs Mike Newman, Alan Stewart, Teresa Bowles, Catherine Wilkinson, Tom King and Footpath Warden.


27. Apologies for Absence.
Apologies received from Cllr Clare Boggia and Cllr Lesley Lound.


Absent:  Cllr Rich Lehmann (SBC & KCC) and Cllr Alastair Gould (SBC).

28. Declarations of Interests.
Cllr Teresa Bowles declared an interest in Planning reference 26/501746/FULL.


29. Kent Police Beat Officer – Crime Report/NHW Update.
The next surgery will be held on 16th June 2026 in Hernhill Village Hall between 3:45pm and 4:30pm.
There were no reports of Crime or anti-social behaviour during May 2026.

30. Cleve Hill Solar Park Development update.
Jackie leaves on 10th June 2026 and will be succeeded however, it is not believed that the monthly meetings will continue.
There are still some items that need to be addressed, and the parish council will continue to monitor this.

31. To approve the minutes of the Monthly Parish Council meeting held Monday 11th May 2026.
Cllr Mike Newman proposed the minutes which were seconded by Cllr Alan Stewart and agreed to be a true representation of the meeting held on Monday 11th May 2026 and were signed by Cllr Mike Newman.

32.  Graveney Church Update.
Cllr Teresa Bowles informed the parish council that All Saints Church held their APCM on 31st May 2026.  The Church are also planning to open during August and September on a Saturday between 10am and 1pm.


33. Community Resilience Plan.
Cllr Mike Newman agreed at the previous meeting to focus on the actual risk to the community.  Cllr Mike Newman re structured the resilience plan based on this and has circulated to the rest of the working group.  A further meeting will be held to discuss this the third week of June.  Cllr Mike Newman informed the parish council that he is concerned that a plan will be put in place however, with no volunteers available.
34. Website Update.
No further reports at present.

35. New Bank Account.
All to sign and date the Authority to operate document page 2 of 4.  Chairman to sign and date page 3 of 4.
Online for Business Internet Banking application form – Individual forms need to be completed and signed and then two signatures are required by account signatories only.
Once forms have all been completed, please post all in the envelope provided.

The parish council went through the banking paperwork which was then completed and signed as requested and posted by Cllr Mike Newman.

36. Matters arising (for information only).
Action 139c – Ongoing.
Action 52a – Ongoing.
Action 64b – Ongoing.
Action 182c – Ongoing.
Action 10 – Complete.
Action 15 – Complete.
Action 16 – Complete.
Action 20 – Cllr Mike Newman has emailed Sarah at Boughton Parish Council with concerns and requested a response.

Cllr Mike Newman has reached out to Laura who is the new headmistress of the primary school and will be meeting on Thursday.

37. Highway Improvement Plan – Update.
This was adjourned to the next parish council meeting as Cllr Clare Boggia was not present.
Cllr Alan Stewart also noted that any Highway Improvement Plan decisions would be delayed until Cleve Hill had finished.  Traffic Management are arranging a meeting with Highways, and the parish council will also be welcome to attend which will hopefully take place in the coming months.

38.   Footpath Warden.
Nothing to report.
Cllr Teresa Bowles noted that people are walking through the farm claiming that they are trying to find the footpath.  The footpaths are clearly marked and shown on maps.  

  
39. Correspondence.
20 Standard items received plus 1 planning application.

40. Finance.
a.  Financial statement and bank reconciliation – Proposed by Cllr Mike Newman and seconded by Cllr Alan Stewart.
b.  AGAR Internal Audit Report Review – Cllr Mike Newman noted that it was a good audit with a few requirements.  The IT Policy was highlighted, and Cllr Mike Newman will draft a policy to cover IT however, noted that the parish council do not hold any IT equipment aside from the parish council laptop.  Cllr Alan Stewart and Cllr Teresa Bowles will be placing the Notice of Public Rights on the parish council notice boards.
c.  AGAR Governance Statement Approval – The AGAR Governance Statement was approved by the parish council and signed by Cllr Mike Newman.
d.  AGAR Accounting Statement Approval – The AGAR Accounting Statement was approved by the parish council and signed by Cllr Mike Newman.
e.  For information a payment of £700 was paid out to Natalie Jones for Yoga from the Grantscape held funds leaving a balance of £2,000 available.
f.  Payments:
i.  SSE Footway Lighting June 2026 (for info only – paid by D/D)
ii.  Clerk Salary – June 2026 - £267.42   – Proposed by Cllr Mike Newman and seconded by Cllr Alan Stewart.
iii.  HMRC – PAYE Payment for Month 3 June 2026 -  £193.62 – Proposed by Cllr Mike Newman and seconded by Cllr Alan Stewart.
iv.  AED Donate – Invoice 7567 - £118.80 – Proposed by Cllr Mike Newman and seconded by Cllr Alan Stewart.
v.  The Lawn Ranger – Invoice 227 - £150 – Proposed by Cllr Teresa Bowles and seconded by Cllr Mike Newman.
All cheques were signed by Cllr Alan Stewart and Cllr Tom King.

Action 40a:  Clerk to add IT Policy to July agenda.
Action 40b:  Clerk to submit AGAR to external auditor.
Action 40c:  Clerk to upload AGAR to the parish council website.

41. Planning.
REF 26/501746/FULL – Change of use of land to equestrian, with the construction of a stable block, new workshop and facilities block – Land on Junction of Monkshill Road and Seasalter Road, Graveney Kent ME13 9ED.
Cllr Teresa Bowles declared an interest in this planning application and left the meeting temporarily whilst the application was discussed.
Cllr Mike Newman looked at the plans.  Cllr Alan Stewart informed the parish council that the land holding is ¾ of a hectare and that the development would include centrally placed buildings flanked on either side by open land.  There have been no comments from nearby residents.  There will not be an increase in horses and are currently five horses on the land.  
Highways have reported no issues with this planning application and Southern Water have approved the water drainage.  The development involves a stable block with metal roof, workshop and utility block for storage and toilet facilities.
Cllr Alan Stewart reported that no objections had been received but suggested that if Swale Borough Council were minded to grant consent that a condition should be applied to prevent any independent use of the workshop. SBC should also ensure that adequate landscaping is associated with the proposed development. The Parish Council raised no objections and agreed unanimously to respond to SBC with the aforementioned comments.

Action 41:  Clerk to submit comments regarding REF 26/501746/FULL.

Cllr Teresa Bowles joined the meeting.

REF 26/501739/FULL – Change of use of a building and land within its curtilage from an agricultural use to a use falling within Class C3 (dwellinghouses), together with building operations reasonably necessary to convert the building to a pair of two bedroom semi-detached dwelling houses – Langdon Manor Farm, Seasalter Road, Graveney Kent ME13 9DA.
This application should have been accepted under Class Q however, half of the site is within the Goodnestone Conversation area.  The parish council believe that this planning application will offer an improvement in appearance.  It would mirror dwellings with the exact same layout and the same footprint; the current access would also remain in place.  There have been no comments from neighbours.  The parish council have no objections to this planning application.

Cllr Alan Stewart informed the parish council that there was nothing further to report with regards to the hedge at the Four Horseshoes Park however, it was agreed that this needed to be completed urgently.
Langdon Manor Farm is still awaiting a decision regarding the application for the static caravans.     
Ewell Barn House planning application was permitted on 4th June 2026.
Skylark – Nothing further to report.

42. Graveney with Goodnestone Trust.
Cllr Alan Stewart informed the parish council that another trust meeting was held last week and the transfer of the land seems to be progressing.  The department of education need to give their consent for the acquisition and transfer of the car park.
The next Trust meeting is scheduled for September 2026.

43. Reports from Parish Councillors.
Cllr Catherine Wilkinson – Nothing to report.
Cllr Teresa Bowles – Nothing to report.
Cllr Tom King – Nothing to report.
Cllr Alan Stewart informed the Parish Council that the Goodnestone Lane street sign had been replaced.  Cllr Alan Stewart also highlighted a drain that was causing concern as you approach the bend where Clockhouse Farm is on the left.  The drain is surrounded by a kerb.  It was requested that the parish clerk contact Clockhouse Farm to request removal as there are safety concerns.
The transformer blew up in Goodnestone this morning which affected 45 houses and a generator has been supplied.
Cllr Mike Newman noted that fly tipping had taken place again in Homestall Lane consisting of a fridge and a fridge freezer.  Cllr Mike Newman is trying to arrange removal.  It was also noted that more litter picking has taken place with thanks.
Cllr Mike Newman gave his apologies for the July meeting as will not be able to attend and requested that Cllr Alan Stewart chair the parish council meeting in his absence.

Action 43:  Clerk to write to Stephen at Clockhouse to request that the kerb surrounding the drain by the farm is removed due to safety concerns.

44. Reports for Borough and District Councillors (if present).
Nothing to report.


45. Any other business (for information only).
The Footpath Warden noted that there have been motorcycles speeding through the Village.  Cllr Mike Newman confirmed that he would highlight this to PC James Tancock.
The parish council also offered sincere condolences to Cllr Clare Boggia due to the sad passing of Bill Boggia, the funeral will be held on 19th June 2026 at 11.30am at the Charing Crematorium and afterwards at the Chiltern Hotel.

46. Date of next meeting – Monday 13th July 2026.

47. Close of meeting.
The meeting was closed by Cllr Mike Newman at 8.32pm.








Signed………………………………………………………………….Date …………………………………..













