


   GRAVENEY with GOODNESTONE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT GRAVENEY VILLAGE HALL
On Monday 11th May 2026 at 7:00pm.





PRESENT
Cllrs Mike Newman, Alan Stewart, Teresa Bowles, Lesley Lound, Catherine Wilkinson, Footpath Warden, Cllr Alastair Gould (SBC)  and Stephen Wilson from Clockhouse Farm.


1. Apologies for Absence.
Apologies received from Cllr Clare Boggia and Cllr Tom King.


Absent:  Cllr Rich Lehmann (SBC & KCC).

2. Declarations of Interests.
None.

3. Appointment of Chairman.
Cllr Mike Newman stated that it has been a privilege to act as Chair for the parish council and believes we have a culture and heritage that he alongside the parish council wish to protect and, on this basis, would be happy to continue to act as Chairman again.  Cllr Alan Stewart proposed that Cllr Mike Newman act as Chair which was seconded by Cllr Lesley Lound and unanimously agreed by the parish council.

4. Chairman Declaration of Office.
Cllr Mike Newman signed the Declaration of Office and returned to the parish clerk which was witnessed by Cllr Alan Stewart.

5. Appointment of Vice Chairman.
Cllr Alan Stewart had written to Cllr Mike Newman previously confirming his desire to continue as Vice Chairman if required.  Cllr Mike Newman informed the parish council that he strongly proposed Cllr Alan Stewart as Vice Chairman and thanked Cllr Alan Stewart for all his commitment to the parish council.  The proposal was seconded by Cllr Catherine Wilkinson and the parish council unanimously agreed.  Cllr Mike Newman thanks Cllr Alan Stewart for all his support and efforts assisting the parish council in all matters.

6. Clockhouse Farm.
Cllr Mike Newman confirmed that the parish council are extremely supportive of all local farmers.  Stephen Willkson from Clockhouse Farm informed the parish council that Clockhouse Farm has been in existence since 1953.  Based in Coxheath in Maidstone aswell and Penshurst and Langdon Manor.  Stephen confirmed that some redevelopment has taken place at Macknades totalling 22 acres and are currently supplying Tesco, Sainsbury, Lidl and Aldi.  They are hoping to obtain planning for offices and two dwellings for staff.
The three buildings that have not been touched need to have asbestos safely removed.
Water Management and biodiversity alongside the planting of hedgerow remain their priority and to date around 245 tress have been planted.
Currently Clockhouse Farm have a licence for water which is due for renewal in 2030 however, building reservoirs is within their plan.  New polytunnels will hopefully be erected in 2028.  Cllr Alan Stewart asked if the community could purchase fruit direct from the farm however, this is not in practice currently and Stephen confirmed that he was not sure if this could be possible in future as the packhouse is in Maidstone.  Clockhouse Farm are looking in detail into their carbon footprint with trackers and systems in place to assess.  The plan as more produce is produced is to lower the carbon footprint.  Cllr Mike Newman asked Stephen to contact the parish council if the parish council could offer any assistance.  Stephen confirmed that since the war began it has been challenging as everything has increased in price.  Clockhouse Farm are efficient however; the biggest area of concern is pressure on costs.  
The caravans were replaced last year and were designed by Clockhouse Farm to ensure comfortable accommodation could be provided to their seasonal staff in the hope they will continue to return each season.  An additional 24 caravans are being placed during 2026.  
Strawberry picking started on Monday at Weston Court.  Clockhouse Farm have polytunnels for Blackberries producing around 2,600 tons, raspberries producing around 2,300 tons, blackberries producing around 1,000 tons and 150 tons of plums.  The apple business is sadly declining.  
Stephen confirmed an email can be sent to admin@clockhousefarm.co.uk if there are any questions or concerns going forward.  Cllr Mike Newman thanks Stephen for attending the meeting.



7. Kent Police Beat Officer – Crime Report/NHW Update.
The next surgery will be held on 16th June 2026 in Hernhill Village Hall between 3:45pm and 4:30pm.
There were no reports of Crime or anti-social behaviour during April 2026.
Cllr Mike Newman noted that the report Cllr Teresa Bowles informed the parish council of at the previous meeting is now being followed up with PC James Tancock.

8. Cleve Hill Solar Park Development update.
Cllr Mike Newman had a meeting with Jackie Hall the liaison officer between PEP and GGPC.  Jackie is retiring and handing over to Trevor.  David Fisher is also retiring, and Colin will be part time going forward.  The ecological clerks will remain.
Cllr Alan Stewart noted that the encroachment beyond zone c and the planting has overrun.  Cllr Alan Stewart has chased Swale for a response but is disappointed to report that no response has been received to date and will continue to chase.  
Wildflower seed planting is currently high on the required list within the community however, this has still not been actioned, and planting is best to take place in September or October.
Cllr Alan Stewart informed the parish council that there have been seven fire incidents within the UK relating to Battery Storage.  Cleve Hill is deemed as low risk however; reassurance is needed regarding the plans during an emergency.  Cllr Mike Newman noted there is a larger scale Battery Storage in Lincolnshire and Cllr Mike Newman will be keeping in contact with them as they are also working with PEP and Grantscape.  Cllr Mike Newman attended a meeting on 29th April 2026 to inform them of the parish councils experiences with PEP and Grantscape.  A meeting is scheduled for 15th May 2026 with Rachel who is the new CEO of PEP.  Cllr Mike Newman will give a report at the June parish council meeting.

9. To approve the minutes of the Monthly Parish Council meeting held Monday 13th April 2026.
Some changes were requested via email which were actioned prior to approval.  Cllr Mike Newman proposed the minutes which were seconded by Cllr Alan Stewart and agreed to be a true representation of the meeting held on Monday 13th April 2026 and were signed by Cllr Mike Newman.

10. Grantscape Funding Process.
Cllr Mike Newman noted that the parish council agreed to act as an intermediary to meet Grantscapes requirements to receive funds to then distribute to individuals.  The Village Hall Broadband and Samantha Bowen’s payments have been actioned.
A balance of £2,700 is being held for future requests.
We have a proposal for a yoga class which would require funding of £700.  It was agreed that the £700 could be paid as this falls within the wellness of the community.  Cllr Mike Newman is waiting to hear from Colin at the Village Hall and will then proceed with actioning the Broadband connection.  Cllr Mike Newman is still keen to obtain litter pickers for any volunteers.  The noticeboard has not yet been requested as it is taking so long to receive funds.  Cllr Mike Newman will discuss this further with Cllr Clare Boggia.
Cllr Mike Newman believes it would be a good idea to place something on social media to ask if any applications are required and to submit them by Wednesday.

Action 10:  Clerk to submit payment to Samantha Bowen for Yoga totalling £700.

11. Community Resilience Plan.
Cllr Mike Newman now has agreement with neighbouring parish councils to draft and create a Community Resilience Plan.  The neighbouring parishes are working together with Cllr Mike Newman and Cllr Tom King also volunteered to represent Graveney with Goodnestone.  It was determined that some risks are significant however, a volunteer group would not have much scope for change during ie if a major cyber attack withing the financial sector or a pandemic however, the parish council can assist with issues like railway problems.  It would also be helpful to obtain gas stoves, mugs, jackets etc.  The Kent Police hold a property act fund where police are empowered to remove people’s possessions that they should not have and hold auctions to distribute these items whereby an application request is placed to purchase.  Cllr Mike Newman confirmed we have applied.  A community resilience plan is also dependant on volunteers to assist.

12. Community Governance.
Cllr Alan Stewart informed the parish council that the community governance relates to the boundaries of Faversham Town Council with Watling Ward moving slightly away from Faversham along Graveney Road.  The proposal means two houses would drop out of the parish.  Cllr Alastair Gould (SBC) confirmed one of the sights proposed would fall out of the parish.  Lady Dane developments are pushing along Graveney Road.  Cllr Catherine Wilkinson noted that there is a consultation online and has commented.  The parish council unanimously agreed to object to this proposal.  Cllr Alan Stewart stated that Graveney with Goodnestone has been in place for a long time and the parish council do not believe that any of the objectives disclosed would be relevant to our parish.  The consultation form has not been designed to be answered by a parish council however, individual councillors can respond.  The deadline for comments is 2nd June 2026.

13. Website Presentation.
Cllr Mike Newman shared a presentation with the parish council showing the new website.  Cllr Mike Newman has tried to take in some modern design patterning with a rural feel.  There is a straightforward menu.  If the parish council had videos on social media this could also be linked to the website.  Items can be added easily.  Immediate events can also be shown which the website can automatically generate when a calendar event is added.  You can also click through and navigate the menu and items easily.  The parish council unanimously agreed to adopt the new parish council website.  

14. New Bank Account.
Lloyds Bank have requested further information for the Chairman which has been given, and it is hoped that the new bank account will be in operation very soon.

15. Policy Review.
a.  Complaints Policy
b.  Data Protection & Privacy Notice
c.  Disciplinary Policy
d.  Document Retention Policy
e.  Equal Opportunities Policy
f.  Financial Regulations Policy
g.  Grant & Donation Awarding
h.  Grievance Policy
i.  Media and Social Media Policy
j.  Risk Assessment Policy
k.  Standing Orders Policy
l.  ToR Policy

The policies were reviews by all parish councillors, and it was unanimously agreed to adopt the policies.  Cllr Mike Newman proposed that these could be approved which was seconded by Cllr Alan Stewart.
The biodiversity policy and financial reserves policy were drafted by Cllr Mike Newman which were both adopted.

Action 15:  Clerk to update the policies on the website including the upload of the Biodiversity and Financial Reserves Policy.


16.  Matters arising (for information only).
Action 139c – Ongoing.
Action 52a – Ongoing.
Action 64b – Ongoing.
Action 182c – Ongoing.
Action 201 – Complete.
Action 202 – Complete.
Action 230 – Complete.
Action 235 – Complete.
Action 236 – Emailed and waiting for a response.
Action 238a – Complete.
Action 238b – Laura Boozer is looking into further.
Action 238c – Complete.
Action 238d – Response from Rebecca Parr circulated to parish council.

Cllr Teresa Bowles asked if the six dog waste bins are covered under the insurance.  Swale Borough Council have removed them however, they were purchased by the parish council.  Cllr Alistair Gould (SBC) suggested that the parish council speak with Martin Casell.

Action 16:  Cllr Alastair Gould (SBC) to email Martin Cassell and copy in the parish clerk to discuss the removal of the fog waste bins.

17. Highway Improvement Plan – Update.
This was adjourned to the next parish council meeting as Cllr Clare Boggia was not present.
  
18. Correspondence.
15 Items received.

19. Finance.
a.  Financial statement and bank reconciliation – Proposed by Cllr Mike Newman and seconded by Cllr Alan Stewart.
b.  For information purposes – payment of £3,220 came in from Grantscape as held funds for Grantscape Applications.  £520 paid out to Samantha Bowen leaving a balance of £2,700 available.  
c.  Payments:
i.  SSE Footway Lighting May 2026 (for info only – paid by D/D)
ii.  Clerk Salary – May 2026 - £267.42   – Proposed by Cllr Mike Newman and seconded by Cllr Alan Stewart.
iii.  HMRC – PAYE Payment for Month 2 May 2026 -  £193.62 – Proposed by Cllr Mike Newman and seconded by Cllr Alan Stewart.
iv.  Streetlights – Invoice 16119 – Maintenance 1 of 4 - £165.62 – Proposed by Cllr Mike Newman and seconded by Cllr Alan Stewart.
v.  NALC – Invoice 01720 - £42 – Proposed by Cllr Alan Stewart and seconded by Cllr Mike Newman.
vi.  The Lawn Ranger – Invoice 141 - £150 – Proposed by Cllr Teresa Bowles and seconded by Cllr Mike Newman.
vii.  Graveney Village Hall – Invoice 046 - £78 – Proposed by Cllr Mike Newman and seconded by Cllr Alan Stewart.
viii.  Graveney Village Hall Donation - £172 – Proposed by Cllr Mike Newman and seconded by Cllr Alan Stewart.
All cheques were signed by Cllr Alan Stewart and Cllr Catherine Wilkinson.

20. Planning.
Cllr Alan Stewart updated the parish council on the progress of historical planning applications.
Skylark – No further applications have been submitted to date.
The Four Horsehoes – The hedge is being investigated further by Laura Boozer.
Langdon Manor Farm – The siting of caravans is awaiting a decision.  
Langdon Manor – A change of use from agricultural to dwellings was refused on 11th March 2026 and new formal applications need to be submitted.  
Ewell Barn House – Currently awaiting a decision.
Goodnestone Court Farm – The erection of the polytunnels was approved on 31st March 2026 with the request for detailed pollution and lighting information to be submitted.
Yaldings – The retrospective application was permitted.

Action 20:  Cllr Mike Newman will contact Sarah regarding the lighting at the crematorium.

21. Graveney with Goodnestone Trust.
Cllr Alan Stewart informed the parish council that Laura Rogers has taken up her role as the new Head of the school, solicitors have been instructed to represent the school regarding the transfer of the car park.  Draft contracts will shortly be sent out by the solicitors acting as the trust for approval.

22. Reports from Parish Councillors.
Cllr Teresa Bowles – Highlighted the overgrown hedges belonging to private gardens that are obstructing the road and can be reported to Highways who will contact the landowner however, it was agreed to wait until the nesting season was over.  Will be discussed further in June.
The fruit stall owner at the top of Head Hill Road will return in 2026.  
Some of the cars that were causing concern on a property within the parish have now been removed.
It was confirmed that Voice, Scan and Chat are the what three words for the large hole previously reported in the road.  It was agreed that this would be reported to SGN.
Cllr Catherine Wilkinson – Nothing to report.
Cllr Mike Newman – Nothing further to report.
Cllr Alan Stewart – Noted that some improvements had been made regarding Cleve Hill and Colin had confirmed some works had been completed.  There were currently eleven grants and nine sponsors.
Cllr Alan Stewart attended a Planning Reform Webinar hosted by NALC on 13th May 2026.
The Broom Street pot holes totalling 26 were reported to Gary Gibbs who confirmed that they were awaiting funding and will require a road closure for repair.
It was confirmed that there was a truck sited at the top of Head Hill Road with water bowsers which was taking water from the mains and has been reported to South East Water.
A similar unit is used by Cleve Hill as a spray to reduce dust.
Goodnestone Lane road signage is still outstanding.
There has been reference to a house in Culmer’s Terrace which had been reported to be playing extremely loud music which can be heard from the Four Horseshoes pub.  Cllr Alan Stewart will discuss this further with Cllr Clare Boggia to determine who the housing association is that owns the properties to contact them directly.
Cllr Lesley Lound – Nothing to report.

23. Reports for Borough and District Councillors (if present).
Nothing to report.


24. Any other business (for information only).
The footpath warden reported that the footpath running alongside Clockhouse Farm have crops growing which are encroaching on the footpath.  The footpath at the back of Langdon Court has had grass mowed however, the waste has been left behind.  The footpath warden will investigate this further.
Cllr Teresa Bowles informed the parish council that a day was spent at the school where Cllr Teresa Bowles met with the new head mistress and had a wonderful afternoon which involved viewing the new classrooms as part of their 100 year celebration.  
Cllr Mike Newman proposed to contact the new head mistress and ask if there would be interest to meet and welcome to the parish.

25. Date of next meeting – Monday 8th June 2026.

26. Close of meeting.
The meeting was closed by Cllr Mike Newman at 9.30pm.








Signed………………………………………………………………….Date …………………………………..













